St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin.
The announcements are at the end of the bulletin.
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Baptism of the Lord
January 9, 2022

GATHERING AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES
GATHERING MUSIC

Darlene Skene

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION TO WORSHIP
INTROIT

Rev. Lynne Mentzer
Darlene Skene and Choir

GATHERING AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES
CALL TO WORSHIP
L:
P:
L:
P:
L:
P:

Joyce Hawkins

And so we begin this new year with warm greetings and music.
But also with worry and fear of the unknown.
Still, we gather to find hope in God’s Word and Spirit.
And so we begin this new year by remembering our baptism But also our call to live in faith fruitful in works.
Still, we gather to find new life in the heart and way of Jesus. Amen.

HYMN
“Gather Us In” No. 2236
Darlene Skene
Here in this place new light is streaming, now is the darkness vanished away,
See in this space our fears and our dreamings, brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in – the lost and forsaken, gather us in – the blind and the lame;
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, we shall arise at the sound of our name.
We are the young – our lives are a myst’ry, we are the old – who yearn for your face,
We have been sung throughout all of hist’ry, called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us sin- the rich and the haughty, gather us in – the proud and the strong;
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly g, give us the courage to enter the song.
Here we will take the wine and the water, her ewe will take the bread of new birth,
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, call us anew to be salt for the earth.
Give us to drink the wine of compassion, give us to eat the bread that is you;
Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion lives that are holy and hearts that are true.
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Not in the dark of buildings confining, not in some heaven, light-years away,
But here in this place the new light is shining, now is the Kingdom, now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us forever, gather us in and make us your own;
Gather us in – all peoples together, fire of love in our flesh and our bone.
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S TIME
CONFESSION OF FAITH
Pastor:

A Modern Affirmation UMH No. 885

Rev. Lynne Mentzer

Where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is the one true church, apostolic and universal,
whose holy faith let us now declare:
Pastor and People:
We believe in God the Father,
Infinite in wisdom, power, and love,
Whose mercy is over all his works,
And whose will is ever directed to his children’s good.
We believe in Jesus Christ,
Son of God and Son of man,
the gift of the Father’s unfailing grace,
the ground of our hope,
and the promise of our deliverance from sin and death.
We believe in the Holy Spirit as the divine presence in our lives,
whereby we are kept in perpetual remembrance of the truth of Christ,
and find strength and help in time of need.
We believe that this faith should manifest itself in the service of love
as set forth in the example of our blessed Lord,
to the end that the kingdom of God may come upon the earth. Amen
ANTHEM
READING FROM THE GOSPEL
SERMON

Luke 3:7-17, 21-22

Choir
Joyce Hawkins
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
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HYMN

“O Spirit of the Living God” No. 539

Darlene Skene

O Spirit of the living God, thou light and fire divine,
Descend upon thy church once more, and make it truly thine.
Fill it with love and joy and power, with righteousness and peace;
Till Christ shall dwell in human hearts, and sin and sorrow cease.
Blow, wind of God! With wisdom blow until our minds are free
From mists of error, clouds of doubt, which blind our eyes to thee.
Burn, winged fire! Inspire our lips with flaming love and zeal,
To preach to all thy great good news, God’s glorious commonweal.
Teach us to utter living words of truth which all may hear,
The language all may understand when love speaks loud and clear;
Till every age and race and clime shall blend their creeds in one,
And earth shall form one family by whom thy will is done.
So shall we know the power of Christ who came this world to save;
So shall we rise with him to life which soars beyond the grave;
And earth shall win true holiness, which makes thy children whole;
Till, perfected by thee, we reach creation’s glorious goal!
SHARING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Sharing our Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO GENEROUS LIVING AND GIVING
ANTHEM
DOXOLOGY

Choir
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION
O God, your generosity knows no bounds. Thank you for opening our hearts to give
and receive the blessings of generosity, too. May these gifts and tithes, freely given
through your church, be received, blessed, and multiplied to serve your people; all to
your glory. Amen.
GOING FORTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
“It Is Well With My Soul” No. 377

HYMN

Darlene Skene

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, when sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, it is well, it is well with my soul
It is well with my soul, It is well, it is well with my soul.
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, let this blest assurance control,
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate, and hath shed his own blood for my soul.
It is well with my soul, It is well, it is well with my soul.

My sin, oh the bliss of this glorious thought! My sin, not in part but the whole,
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it nom more, praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
It is well with my soul, It is well, it is well with my soul.

And, Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight, the clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend, even so, it is well with my soul.
It is well with my soul, It is well, it is well with my soul.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
BLESSING

Faith Fruitful in Works

Rev. Lynne Mentzer
Rev. Lynne Mentzer

POSTLUDE

Darlene Skene

The flowers which grace our altar this morning are given to the glory of God
by the Fallu family in honor of the St. James Choir.
This Week’s Events at St. James – January 9, 2022
Today, Sunday 1/9
Tuesday, 1/11

Thursday, 1/13
Friday, 1/14
Next Sunday, 1/16

9:30 am
9:00 am
9:30 am
7:00 pm
1:00 pm
7:30 pm
9:30 am

Worship
Clothes Closet
Food Pantry
Church council meeting
Knitting Prayer Shawls CAM workshop
Choir rehearsal
Worship
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Community Arts Ministry Upcoming Programs
Kindermusik: Music-making and movement class for young children, toddler to age 7. Wednesdays from 9:15
to 10:15 am. Cost is $78 per month, includes family workbook. Scholarships are available.
Knitting Prayer Shawls: For beginners and experienced knitters, learn the history, patterns, and power of
prayer shawls to bring comfort to those in need. Thursday, January 13 from 1 to 3 pm. Donations gratefully
accepted.
Children’s Story Time and Book Exchange: Story time with the Children’s Librarian from the Merrimack Public
Library. Children can bring gently use books to exchange for books that are “new to them.” Healthy snacks
will be provided. Saturday, January 22 from 9 to 10 am. Admission is free, donations gratefully accepted.
Acrylic Painting: Learn from an artist! Have fun, gain confidence, and take home a beautiful new painting to
keep or gift to a special friend. Two Mondays, January 31 and February 7 from 7 to 8:30 pm. Ages 14+. Cost is
$15 per person plus $5 for brushes, if needed.
Valentine’s Cookies and Cards: Decorate cookies and cards to celebrate Valentine’s Day. Saturday, February
12 from 9-10:30 am. Cost is $5 per child.
Online registration under the programs tab on our website www.stjames-umchurch.org. Or call the church
office at 603-424-7459 or email communityartsministry@gmail.com for information on all CAM classes and to
register.

Clothes Closet needs
The Clothes Closet is in need of donations of gently used men’s winter gloves.

Red Cross Blood Drive
St. James will host a blood drive on Wednesday, January 26 from 1:30 to 7:00 pm. Maximize your blood
donation. If you are an eligible type O, B-, or A- donor, consider making a power red donation. Red blood cells
are the most commonly transfused blood component. Call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit
RedCrossBlood.org and enter: SAINTJAMES to schedule an appointment.
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