St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin.
The announcements are at the end of the bulletin.
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Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Human Relations Day
January 16, 2022

GATHERING AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES
GATHERING MUSIC

Darlene Skene

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION TO WORSHIP
INTROIT

Rev. Lynne Mentzer

“Kum Ba Yah” UMH No. 494

Choir

GATHERING AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES
CALL TO WORSHIP (from the UM Book of Worship)
L:
P:
L:
P:
L:
P:

Donna Wallace

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on us. Bless all who worship with us this day And all who work for peace with justice in your world.
Raise our vision above the barriers of color, culture, and creed that separate us And grant us wisdom and compassion in our dealings with one another.
Help us to see you in the eyes and lives of those around us And awaken us to the joy of your way of living and serving; all to your glory.
Amen.

HYMN
“Make Me a Channel of Your Peace” No. 2171
Darlene Skene
Make me a channel of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me bring your love.
Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord, and where there’s doubt, true faith in you.
Make me a channel of your peace. Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope.
Where there is darkness, only light, and where there’s sadness, ever joy.
Oh, Master, grant that I may never seek so much to be consoled as to console,
To be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love with all my soul.
Make me a channel of your peace. It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
In giving of ourselves we receive, and in dying that we’re born to eternal life.
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HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S TIME
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God, today we remember the men and women who gave their lives to build a
just society. We confess our ignorance of injustice and our part in perpetuating
prejudice. And we confess our need for your wisdom to break through our
ignorance that we might rise together to fulfill our shared calling: to love and
serve you and your people as followers of Jesus Christ, Savior of all your people.
Amen.
ANTHEM

Choir

READING FROM THE EPISTLES
1 Corinthians 12:4-11
READING FROM THE GOSPEL
John 2:1-11
SERMON
A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM YOUR GENEROSITY TEAM
HYMN

Donna Wallace
Rev. Lynne Mentzer

“Many Gifts, One Spirit” No. 114

Darlene Skene

God of change and glory, God of time and space,
When we fear the future, give to us your grace.
In the midst of changing ways give us still the grace to praise.
Refrain
Many gifts, one Spirit, one love known in many ways.
In our difference is blessing, from diversity we praise
One Giver, one Lord, one Spirit, one Word know in many ways,
Hallowing our days. For the giver, for the gifts, praise, praise, praise!
God of many colors, God of many signs,
You have made us different, blessing many kinds.
As the old ways disappear, let you love cast out our fear.
Refrain
Freshness of the morning, newness of each night,
You are still creating endless love and light.
This we see, as shadows part, many gifts from one great heart.
Refrain
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SHARING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Sharing our Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO GENEROUS LIVING AND GIVING
ANTHEM
DOXOLOGY

Choir
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Generous God, as we offer these gifts and tithes, we ask your blessing upon them.
Bless them to support good work through your church. Bless them to gather your
people here. Bless them to open eyes and hearts and hands to see you and follow
your better way; through Jesus Christ, Amen.
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GOING FORTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
“Forward Through the Ages” No. 555

HYMN

Darlene Skene

Forward through the ages, in unbroken line, move the faithful spirits at the call divine;
Gifts in differing measure, hearts of one accord, manifold the service, one the sure reward.
Forward through the ages, in unbroken line, move the faithful spirits at the call divine.
Wider grows the kingdom, reign of love and light; for it we must labor, till our faith is sight.
Prophets have proclaimed it, martyrs testified, poets sung its glory, heroes for it died.
Forward through the ages, in unbroken line, move the faithful spirits at the call divine.
Not alone we conquer, not alone we fall; in each loss or triumph lose or triumph all.
Bound by God’s far purpose in one living whole, move we on together to the shining goal.
Forward through the ages, in unbroken line, move the faithful spirits at the call divine.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
BLESSING

Hands and Hearts to God

Rev. Lynne Mentzer
Rev. Lynne Mentzer

POSTLUDE

Darlene Skene

The flowers which grace our altar this morning are given to the glory of God
by the Fallu family in memory of Roy Weldon.

This Week’s Events at St. James – January 16, 2022
Today, Sunday 1/16
Tuesday, 1/18
Thursday, 1/20
Friday, 1/14
Saturday. 1/22
Next Sunday, 1/23

9:30 am
9:30 am
7:00 pm
1:00 pm
7:30 pm
9:00 am
9:30 am

Worship
Food Pantry
SPRC meeting
Dress Sewing Group
Choir rehearsal
Children’s Storytime and Book Exchange
Worship
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After Church Coffee Fellowship Temporarily Suspended
Taking into consideration the rising numbers of COVID-19 cases, the St. James Church Council has voted to
temporarily suspend after church coffee fellowship because we remove our masks when eating and
drinking. We will continue to require everyone to wear masks while attending in-person worship services
and other gatherings. In addition to wearing a mask, please be mindful of keeping a safe distance
between yourself and others.

Community Arts Ministry Upcoming Programs
Kindermusik: Music-making and movement class for young children, toddler to age 7. Wednesdays from
9:15 to 10:15 am. Cost is $78 per month, includes family workbook. Scholarships are available.
Children’s Story Time and Book Exchange: Story time with the Children’s Librarian from the Merrimack
Public Library. Children can bring gently use books to exchange for books that are “new to them.”
Healthy snacks will be provided. Saturday, January 22 from 9 to 10 am. Admission is free, donations
gratefully accepted.
Acrylic Painting: Now that you know the basics, it’s time to create one or more beautiful paintings to
keep or give to special friends or loved ones. Three Mondays, January 31, February 7 and February 14
from 7 to 8:30 pm. Ages 14+. Cost is $15 per person plus $5 for brushes, if needed.
Valentine’s Cookies and Cards: Decorate cookies and cards to celebrate Valentine’s Day. Saturday,
February 12 from 9-10:30 am. Cost is $5 per child.
Online registration under the Community Arts Ministry tab on our website www.stjames-umchurch.org.
Or call the church office at 603-424-7459 or email communityartsministry@gmail.com for information on
all CAM classes and to register.

Brave Space Conversations
Everyone is invited to participate in a Town Hall Event organized by the Vision Forward Team of the New
England Conference to talk about what’s needed to heal, build trust, and envision the future of the New
England Conference of the United Methodist Church.
There will be three identical sessions held on Monday evenings January 24, February 7, and February 28
from 6:30 – 8:00 pm on Zoom. Visit neacvision.org for the Zoom link and more information.

Red Cross Blood Drive
St. James will host a blood drive on Wednesday, January 26 from 1:30 to 7:00 pm. Maximize your blood
donation. If you are an eligible type O, B-, or A- donor, consider making a power red donation. Red blood
cells are the most commonly transfused blood component. Call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or
visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter: SAINTJAMES to schedule an appointment.
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Join the Digital Outreach Team!
New to our church in 2022 is the Digital Outreach Team (DOT)! The DOT handles St James’ online presence
through our website, social media, and livestream! We are currently looking for members of our congregation
to join our team top help improve our church online! If you are interested or wish for more information, please
email Kyle Sanborn at ksanborn.pro@gmail.com.

Become an Online Greeter
We are looking to grow our church online in 2022 and want to engage more with our online audience, but we
need our congregation’s help! We are looking for a variety of church members to represent our church during
our livestreams by responding to our chat room during the livestream. No technical knowledge required, but
preferred. If you are interested or wish for more information, please email Kyle Sanborn at
ksanborn.pro@gmail.com.

In celebration of Valentine’s Day, a time of year when much of the
holiday food pantry donations have been depleted, the Outreach Team
is providing you the opportunity to honor loved ones by making a
monetary donation to the food pantry. Your name and that of your loved
ones will be included in the bulletin on a special insert on Feb. 13th. Please
mail your donation with this form to St. James UMC, P.O. Box 895,
Merrimack, NH 03054 no later than 2/6/22.
Make your check payable to Merrimack Community Food Pantry with “Valentine FP gift” in the notation section.
Please include the following information with your donation:
Given by: __________________________________________________
In Honor of:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
In Memory of:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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