St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin.
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CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
December 24, 2021 ~ 8:00 pm

GATHERING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST

*
*

OPENING MUSIC
Choir
PRONOUNCEMENT
Kyle Sanborn
WELCOME
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
GREETING OF PEACE
HYMN
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
No. 211
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show and cause us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, O come, great Lord of might, who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times once gave the law in cloud and majesty and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, thou Root of Jesse’s tree, an ensign of thy people be;
Before thee rulers silent fall; all peoples on thy mercy call.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

*
CALL TO WORSHIP & LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES

Ken and Lisa Sanborn

L: We gather this night to worship God and to celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Light of
the world. And so we light the candle of HOPE.
P: Christ is our hope and our salvation.
L: We light the candle of PEACE to remember that it is only by following Jesus that
true peace will be found.
P: Christ brings the peace of God to us.
L: We light the candle of JOY to reflect the joy of all hearts that abide in him.
P: Christ is the source of our joy.
L: We light the candle of LOVE to honor Jesus as God’s gift of love, as a sign that the
light of love triumphs over the darkness.
P: Christ brings the love of God into the world.
L: Tonight we light the Christ candle, for the people who walked in darkness have
seen a great light – the Light of the world!
ALL: “Glory be to God in the highest! And on earth, peace and goodwill among
all people!
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ANTHEM

“ A la Nanita Nana”

Choir

CHRISTMAS LESSONS AND CAROLS
DIALOG
HYMN

Luke1:26-33
Joe Marrone and Rev. Lynne Mentzer
“Angels from the Realms of Glory”
No. 220 (vs. 1,2)

Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creations’s story now proclaim Messiah’s birth:
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King.
Shepherds in the field abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing; yonder shines the infant light:
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King.
DIALOG
ANTHEM
DIALOG
HYMN

Luke 2:1-7
“Will We Know Him?”
Luke 2:8-16
“The First Noel”

Joe Marrone and Rev. Lynne Mentzer
Choir
Joe Marrone and Rev. Lynne Mentzer
No. 245 (vs. 1,2,4)

The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.
They looked up and saw a star shining in the east, beyond them far;
And to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.
This star drew nigh to the northwest. O’er Bethlehem it took its rest;
And there it did both stop and stay, right over the place where Jesus lay.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born s the King of Israel.
DIALOG
HYMN

John 1:1-5, 10-14 `
“Joy to the World”

Joe Marrone and Rev. Lynne Mentzer
No. 246

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.
Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ;
While field s and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found, far as, far as, far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love,
And wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.
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PRAYING AS JESUS TAUGHT US
RESPONSIVE PRAYER

In the beginning, O God, was your Word, a light in the darkness shining.
Your Word came to life in Jesus, a light in the darkness shining.
Your grace has come to us with salvation, a light in the darkness shining.
A child has been born among us, a light in the darkness shining.
Your love comes to life within us, a light in the darkness shining.
May your love overcome all fear and evil, a light in the darkness shining.
May your mercy fill and transform us, a light in the darkness shining.
May we live in your love in this world, a light in the darkness shining. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory forever. Amen.
“O Holy Night”

Darlene Skene

INVITATION TO CHRISTMAS OFFERING
ANTHEM
“Still, Still, Still”

Choir

SPECIAL MUSIC

CHRISTMAS DOXOLOGY (Charles Coffin, 1736)
To God all glorious heav’nly Light; to Christ revealed in earthly night;
To God the Spirit now we raise our joyful songs of thankful praise. Amen.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
O God, on this most holy night, as we stand in awe of the gift of your Son, given in
love to save your beloved creation, we offer these gifts to build up your kingdom on
earth. Bless and multiply them, we pray, that together we will serve you by serving
your people, in the name of your Son and by the power of your Holy Spirit. Amen.
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLE LIGHTING
Online worshippers may choose to light a candle and dim your lights at home. When all
candles are lit, the sanctuary lights will be dimmed and we will stand to sing “Silent Night.”
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HYMN
“Silent Night, Holy Night”
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

No. 239

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly host sing Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light;
Radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

“Hallelujah Chorus”

Choir

5

