St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin. The
announcements are at the end of the bulletin.
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December 5, 2021
Second Sunday of Advent—Hope/Communion Sunday
The Heart That Grew Three Sizes

GATHERING AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES
GATHERING MUSIC

Darlene Skene

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION TO WORSHIP

Rev. Lynne Mentzer

GREETING OF PEACE
INTROIT

Choir
PRAYING AS JESUS TAUGHT US

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF HOPE

Susan Cooke and Roger Green

Today we light the candle of hope, recognizing the Light of Christ in this symbol of light
that disperses darkness. Let our hope in Jesus disperse the darkness we carry within
and the darkness we witness in the world around us. Let our hope in Jesus heal and
change us this Advent.
UNISON PRAYER FOR HOPE
Roger Green
O God, from days of old to this present time, your gift of hope lights our way
through isolating darkness and into your great heart. Thank you for hope that
promises more … for hope that reveals holiness … for hope that guides us to
grow as your people. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Source of our Hope.
Amen.
HYMN

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” No. 196

Darlene Skene

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art;
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.
Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King,
Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.
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HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
ANTHEM
READING FROM THE PROPHETS

Malachi 3:1-4

READING FROM THE GOSPEL

Luke 3:1-6

SERMON
HYMN

Choir
Susan Cooke
Rev. Lynne Mentzer

“When Christmas Isn’t Christmas”
“Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice” No. 2089

Darlene Skene

Wild and lone the prophet’s voice echoes through the desert still,
Calling us to make a choice, bidding us to do God’s will:
“Turn from sin and be baptized; cleanse your heart and mind and soul.
Quitting all the sin you prized, yield your life to God’s control.
“Bear the fruit repentance sows: lives of justice, truth and love.
Trust no other claim than those; set your heart on things above.
Soon the Lord will come in power, burning clean the threshing floor:
Then will flames the chaff devour; wheat alone shall fill God’s store.”
With such preaching stark and bold John proclaimed salvation near,
And his timeless warnings hold words of hope to all who hear.
So we dare to journey on, led by faith through ways un-trod,
Till we come at last like John - to behold the Lamb of God.
SHARING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

A Mennonite Advent Communion Liturgy
Who is invited to the Lord's Table?
All are invited;
the young and the old,
the rich and the poor,
the lowest and the least;
sinners and saints together in communion.
Come find your place here
where there are no strangers or foreigners,
only brothers and sisters in the sight of God.
Why do we give thanks at this table?
We give thanks because Jesus showed us the way,
we give thanks because Jesus is the Way.
Jesus was a gift from God for the world.
He was called Immanuel, “God with us.”
He came to save us from our brokenness.
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Jesus lived a life of thankfulness
and gave his life as a sacrifice for many.
We give thanks that he is our Savior, Christ the Lord.
Why do we eat and drink at this table?
We eat because on the night before Jesus died,
he ate with his friends.
He gave them bread and said,
“This is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”
At that same meal he took a cup of wine and said,
“Drink this cup. This is my blood of the covenant,
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”
What do we remember at this table?
We remember Jesus’ birth
and his presence as God with us.
We remember Jesus’ life and his love.
We remember Jesus’ suffering and death on the cross.
We remember his resurrection and promise of eternal life.
We remember that we are waiting in hope to see Jesus again.
Let us pray:
God of grace, thank you for this bread and juice,
and for the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ.
God of hope, fill these sacred gifts before us and each of
your children gathered in his name with your Holy Spirit,
that we might have the wisdom to understand the mystery
of this Table, and the depth, height and breadth of your love for us. Through this meal,
strengthen us to be followers of Jesus, a community of peace in a broken world.
Communion is served. Eat the bread and drink the juice that you have prepared for
yourself at home followed by a time of quiet prayer.
Closing prayer
Jesus, you truly are Immanuel “God with us.”
In this season of hope, may the meal we`ve shared together
nourish us to be your body in the world,
your kingdom come,
your will done on earth as it is in heaven.
With the angels in heaven we join in singing your praises,
Glory to God in the highest!
Alleluia! Alleluia!
And let the people say, Amen
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Sharing Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
ANTHEM
DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Choir
UMH No. 95

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
George Fisher
God of Advent hope, thank you for the abundance of grace that fills our hearts and
instills in us a yearning to grow in gratitude and generosity as your people. Bless and
multiply these gifts, we pray, to serve your people through this church. Amen.
GOING FORTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
HYMN

“People, Look East” No. 202

Darlene Skene

People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east: Love, the Guest, is on the way.
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there.
Give us your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish.
People, look east: Love, the Rose, is on the way.
Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the bowl shall brim,
Shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together.
People look east: Love, the Star, is on the way.
Angels announce with shouts of mirth him who brings new life to earth.
Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east: Love, the Lord, is on the way.
APPLYING TODAY’S MESSAGE IN THE DAYS AHEAD
BLESSING
PRAISE MUSIC

Rev. Lynne Mentzer
Darlene Skene
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Socks for Nashua Soup Kitchen and Shelter
St. James children will be collecting socks from the congregation during children’s time throughout Advent. The
socks will be donated to the Nashua Soup Kitchen and Shelter.

Clothes Closet needs
The Clothes Closet is in need of donations of gently used men’s winter gloves, and men’s coats and hoodies, sizes
XL and XXL.

Community Arts Ministry Upcoming Programs
Christmas Cookies and Créches: Bring the whole family to make Christmas cookies – some to keep and some to
share with families who come to our food pantry. While the cookies bake, we’ll make créches to remember the
story of Jesus’ birth. For families with children ages 4 and older. Saturday, December 11 from 9 to 10:30 am.
Cost is $5 per child.
New! We now have online registration under the programs tab on our website www.stjames-umchurch.org. Or
call the church office at 603-424-7459 or email communityartsministry@gmail.com for information on all CAM
classes and to register.

Nashua Children’s Home Wrapping Paper Drive
We are collecting wrapping paper for the Nashua Children’s Home. Please bring your donations to church on or
before December 12. If you would like to help them check items off the kid’s wish lists, they have posted the list
on the Nashua Children’s Home Facebook Page.

Advent Book Study: The Heart That Grew Three Sizes- Finding Faith in the Story of The Grinch
by Matt Rawle
Join us Thursday evenings during Advent December 9 and 16 from 7:00 to 8:00 pm. Like last year’s Advent study,
we will have our weekly discussions via Zoom. We have a new online registration option on our website! Click
on “Bible Study” under the
“Programs” tab. Of course you can still sign up by calling (603)424-7459, email stjamesmrmk@gmail.com, or add
your name to the sign-up sheet in the office hallway. Books are available in the church office for $15 each.

Meals on Wheels Holiday Gift Program
Meals on Wheels of Hillsborough County is collecting items to fill gift bags for their clients. Items needed are
warm socks (gender-neutral, non-skid), hot cocoa or tea (no large boxes please), mini flashlights with batteries,
chapstick, decks of cards (single deck only, large print if possible) Drop off items at the Meals on Wheels office,
395 D.W. Highway in Merrimack before December 9. If you would rather make a monetary donation, mail checks
with “Holiday Gift Bag” on the memo line payable to “MOW of Hillsborough County, P.O Box 910, Merrimack, NH
03054 or donate online at www.hcmow.org.
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Today, Sunday 12/5
Tuesday, 12/7

Thursday, 12/9
Friday, 12/10
Saturday, 12/11
Next Sunday, 12/12

This Week’s Events at St. James – December 5, 2021
9:30 am Worship with Communion
9:00 am Clothes Closet
9:30 am Food Pantry
7:00 pm Finance Committee meeting
7:00 pm Advent Book Study via Zoom
7:30 pm Choir Practice
9:00 am Christmas Cookies and Créches activity
9:30 am Worship
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