St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin. The
announcements are at the end of the bulletin.

1

First Sunday after Christmas Day
December 26, 2021
Christmas Carols and Hymn Sing

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP
GATHERING MUSIC
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION TO WORSHIP
GREETING OF PEACE
*CALL TO WORSHIP “Come, Christians, Join to Sing” No. 158

Darlene Skene
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
Darlene Skene

Come, Christians, join to sing: Alleluia! Amen!
Loud praise to Christ our King: Alleluia! Amen!
Let all, with heart and voice, before his throne rejoice;
Praise is his gracious choice. Alleluia! Amen!
Come, lift your hearts on high: Alleluia! Amen!
Let praises fill the sky: Alleluia! Amen!
He is our guide and friend; to us he’ll condescend;
His love shall never end: Alleluia! Amen!
Praise yet the Lord again: Alleluia! Amen!
Life shall not end the strain: Alleluia! Amen!
On heaven’s blissful shore his goodness we’ll adore,
Singing for evermore: Alleluia! Amen!
OPENING PRAYER

Brenda DuLong

Gracious God, Christmas Day has come and gone, but the joy we share in the
Christmas story and the promise of new life in Jesus continues to warm our
hearts. And so, as we gather here this morning, eager to sing your praises once
more, we pray that this time of worship will delight you and unite us as your
people. Amen.
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SINGING THE CHRISTMAS STORY
CHILDREN’S TIME
“There Was A Little Baby”
CHRISTMAS CAROLS AND HYMN SING
Parishioners will call out favorite hymn numbers.
ANTHEM

Real Fallu

Choir
SHARING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Sharing Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Sung) No. 271

Darlene Skene

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed a be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, hallowed a be thy name.
Done on earth as it is in heaven, hallowed a be thy name.
Give us this day our daily bread, hallowed a be thy name.
And forgive all our debts, hallowed a be thy name.
As we forgive our debtors, hallowed a be thy name.
Lead us not into temptation, hallowed a be thy name.
But deliver us from evil, hallowed a be thy name.
Thine is the kingdom, power, and glory, hallowed a be thy name.
Forever and ever, hallowed a be thy name.
Amen, amen, amen, hallowed a be thy name.
Amen, amen, amen, amen, hallowed a be thy name.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
SPECIAL MUSIC
CHRISTMAS DOXOLOGY (by Charles Coffin, 1736)
Praise God, all glorious heav’nly Light!
Praise God in Christ revealed that night!
Praise God the Spirit as we raise
Our joyful songs of thankful praise!

Choir
Darlene Skene

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Gracious God, today we join our voices to sing your praises as we continue to
marvel at the miracle of the incarnation. We thank you for Jesus. We thank you for
the promise of peace, hope, love, and joy he brings to all the world. And we thank
you for calling us to follow him in faith and service. May the gifts we bring this day
be received and blessed in his name and by your Holy Spirit, Amen.
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GOING FORTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
HYMN

“Joy to the World” No. 246

Darlene Skene

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.
Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ;
While field s and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found, far as, far as, far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love,
And wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.
BLESSING
PRAISE MUSIC

Rev. Lynne Mentzer
Darlene Skene

This Week’s Events at St. James – December 26, 2021
Today, Sunday 12/26
9:30 am Worship and Christmas Hymn sing
Tuesday, 12/28
9:00 am Clothes Closet
9:30 am Food Pantry
7:00 pm Trustees Meeting
Saturday, 1/1
8:00 am Men’s Breakfast at Joey’s Diner
Happy New Year!
Next Sunday, 1/2
9:30 am Worship with guest preacher Steve Melius
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Calling All Men!
The St. James United Methodist Men (UMM) would love to have you join them for breakfast on at 8 am Saturday
January 1 at Joey’s Diner, 1 Craftsman Lane, Amherst. RSVP to George Fisher at fishergf@comcast.net so he
knows how many people to expect.

Guest Preacher Next Sunday
While Pastor Lynne is away visiting family next week, retired pastor Rev. Steve Melius will deliver next week’s
sermon and serve Communion.

Community Arts Ministry Upcoming Programs
Kindermusik: Music-making and movement class for young children, toddler to age 7. Wednesdays from 9:15 to
10:15 am. Cost is $78 per month, includes family workbook. Scholarships are available.
Knitting Prayer Shawls: For beginners and experienced knitters, learn the history, patterns, and power of prayer
shawls to bring comfort to those in need. Thursday, January 13 from 1 to 3 pm. Donations gratefully accepted.
Children’s Story Time and Book Exchange: Story time with the Children’s Librarian from the Merrimack Public
Library. Children can bring gently use books to exchange for books that are “new to them.” Healthy snacks will
be provided. Saturday, January 22 from 9 to 10 am. Admission is free, donations gratefully accepted.
Acrylic Painting: Learn from an artist! Have fun, gain confidence, and take home a beautiful new painting to keep
or gift to a special friend. Two Mondays, January 31 and February 7 from 7 to 8:30 pm. Ages 14+. Cost is $15 per
person plus $5 for brushes, if needed.
Valentine’s Cookies and Cards: Decorate cookies and cards to celebrate Valentine’s Day. Saturday, February 12
from 9-10:30 am. Cost is $5 per child.
Online registration under the programs tab on our website www.stjames-umchurch.org. Or call the church office
at 603-424-7459 or email communityartsministry@gmail.com for information on all CAM classes and to register.

Clothes Closet needs
The Clothes Closet is in need of donations of gently used men’s winter gloves, and men’s coats and hoodies, sizes
XL and XXL.
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