St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin. The
announcements are at the end of the bulletin.
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Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 19, 2021
The Heart That Grew Three Sizes

GATHERING AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES
GATHERING MUSIC
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION TO WORSHIP
GREETING OF PEACE
INTROIT

Darlene Skene
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
Choir

PRAYING AS JESUS TAUGHT US
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF JOY

Noreen Hoisington and Real Fallu

Today we light the candle of joy, remembering that joy is deeper than happiness; that
joy is the ground of our faith in God, known through the life, death, and resurrection of
Jesus. We confess both our preference for happiness and our need for God’s divine gift
of joy.
UNISON PRAYER FOR JOY
Real Fallu
O God, the countdown is nearly ended and the celebration of Jesus’ birth is
nearly here. It’s easy to feel joy today! In the weeks to come, however, let us not
tuck joy away with our Christmas decorations. Instead, let us hold tight to the joy
only you can give. We ask this in the name of Jesus, your gift of joy to the world.
Amen.
HYMN
“Joy in the Morning” No. 2284
There’ll be joy in the morning on that day,
There’ll be joy in the morning on that day,
For the day light will dawn when the darkness is gone,
There’ll be joy in the morning on that day.

Darlene Skene
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There’ll be peace and contentment evermore,
There’ll be peace and contentment evermore,
Every heart, every voice on that day will rejoice,
There’ll be peace and contentment evermore.
There’ll be love and forgiveness everywhere,
There’ll be love and forgiveness everywhere,
And the way of the Lord will that day be restored,
There’ll be love and forgiveness everywhere.
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
ANTHEM
READING FROM THE PROPHETS
READING FROM THE GOSPEL

Micah 5:2-5a
Luke 1:46b-55

SERMON
“When Joy Is Our Song”
HYMN
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” No. 154
All hail the power of Jesus; name! Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all.
Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all.

Choir
Noreen Hoisington
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
Darlene Skene

Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race, ye ransomed from the fall,
Hail him who saves you by his grace, and crown him Lord of all.
Hail him who saves you by his grace, and crown him Lord of all.
Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget the wormwood and the gall,
Go spread your trophies at his feet, and crown him Lord of all.
Go spread your trophies at his feet, and crown him Lord of all.
Let every kindred, every tribe on this terrestrial ball,
To him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all.
To him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all.
Crown him, ye martyrs of your God, who from his altar call;
Extol the Stem of Jesse’s Rod, and crown him Lord of all.
Extol the Stem of Jesse’s Rod, and crown him Lord of all.
O that with yonder sacred throng we at his feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song, and crown him Lord of all.
We’ll join the everlasting song, and crown him Lord of all.
SHARING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Sharing Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer

3

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
SPECIAL MUSIC
DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Choir
UMH No. 95

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
George Fisher
God of Advent joy, we bring these gifts ant tithes to you this day in joyful
anticipation of the gift of your Son, whose birth we celebrate this week. Thank you
for gifts too numerous to count – for gifts that bless us every day! And now we ask
your blessing on these and all gifts given and received in his holy name. Amen.
GOING FORTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
HYMN

“Joy to the World” No. 246

Darlene Skene

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.
Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ;
While field s and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found, far as, far as, far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love,
And wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.
APPLYING TODAY’S MESSAGE IN THE DAYS AHEAD
BLESSING
PRAISE MUSIC

Rev. Lynne Mentzer
Darlene Skene
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This Week’s Events at St. James – December 19, 2021
9:30 am Worship
7:00 pm Blue Christmas service
9:00 am Clothes Closet
9:30 am Food Pantry
Friday, 12/24
4:00 pm Family candlelight Christmas Eve service
8:00 pm Candlelight Christmas Eve worship service
Saturday, 12/25
Merry Christmas!
Next Sunday, 12/26
9:30 am Worship and Christmas Hymn Sing. No Sunday
school
Today, Sunday 12/19
Monday, 12/20
Tuesday, 12/21

Blue Christmas
Monday, December 20 at 7:00 pm. The Blue Christmas service is a celebration of the Light of Christ for all people,
in all circumstances, especially those who are struggling. It is a service of light and hope, of readings and music, of
compassionate community and the assurance of grace, at Christmas and always.

Christmas Eve Services
There will be two services at St. James on Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24:
4:00 pm – Family Candlelight Worship
8:00 pm – Candlelight Worship Service

Community Arts Ministry Upcoming Programs
Kindermusik: Music-making and movement class for young children, toddler to age 7. Wednesdays from 9:15 to
10:15 am. Cost is $78 per month, includes family workbook. Scholarships are available.
Knitting Prayer Shawls: For beginners and experienced knitters, learn the history, patterns, and power of prayer
shawls to bring comfort to those in need. Thursday, January 13 from 1 to 3 pm. Donations gratefully accepted.
Online registration under the programs tab on our website www.stjames-umchurch.org. Or call the church office
at 603-424-7459 or email communityartsministry@gmail.com for information on all CAM classes and to register.
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