St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin. The
announcements are at the end of the bulletin.
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Third Sunday of Advent
December 12, 2021
The Heart That Grew Three Sizes

GATHERING AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES
GATHERING MUSIC

Darlene Skene

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION TO WORSHIP

Rev. Lynne Mentzer

GREETING OF PEACE
INTROIT

Choir
PRAYING AS JESUS TAUGHT US

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF LOVE

George Fisher and Amy Shields

Today we light the candle of love, the tender-tough love that softens hearts and moves
mountains. Like peace and hope, love is a gift from God intended to bless us and draw
us near through the holy child, our teacher, Redeemer and Savior, Jesus the Christ. Let
us never forget the power of love to change our lives.
UNISON PRAYER FOR LOVE
Amy Shields
O God, it’s difficult to be patient during these weeks of Advent. We’re so eager to
sing carols and celebrate the birth of our Lord! Yet love calls us to trust your
ways more than our own inclinations, to wait and follow faithfully. Help us so to
believe and do. We ask this in the name of Jesus, Love Incarnate. Amen.
HYMN
“Hail to the Lord’s Annointed” No. 203
Hail to the Lord’s Annointed, great David’s greater Son!
Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free;
To take away transgression, and rule in equity.

Darlene Skene

He comes with succor speedy to those who suffer wrong;
To help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong;
To give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light,
Whose souls, condemned and dying, are precious in his sight.
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He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth;
Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in his path to birth.
Before him, on the mountains, shall peace, the herald, go,
And righteousness, in fountains, from hill to valley flow.
To him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend;
His kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without end.
The tide of time shall never his covenant remove;
His name shall stand forever; that name to us is love.
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
ANTHEM

Choir

READING FROM THE PROPHETS
READING FROM THE GOSPEL
SERMON

Isaiah 60:1-7
Luke 1:26-38

George Fisher
Rev. Lynne Mentzer

“When Light Shines”

HYMN
“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” No. 216
Darlene Skene
Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, as those of old have sung.
It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter, when half spent was the night.
Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind;
With Mary we behold it, the Virgin Mother kind.
To show God’s love aright, she bore to us as Savior, when half spent was the night.
O Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air,
Dispel in glorious splendor the darkness everywhere.
True man yet very God, from sin and death now save us, and share our every load.
SHARING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Sharing Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
SPECIAL MUSIC
Choir
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DOXOLOGY

UMH No. 95
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
George Fisher
God of Advent love, we give for many reasons – to help our neighbors, to support
the ministries of this church, to express gratitude, to grow in generosity. Today, as
we ask your blessing on these gifts, we ask that all that we give and do be first in
response to your great love for us, through your Son and Spirit, Amen.
GOING FORTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
HYMN

“Love Has Come” No. 3059

Darlene Skene

Love has come – a light in the darkness! Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies.
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; hear how their song of joy arises:
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! Love! Love! Glory to god on high.
Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. Love is God now asleep in the hay.
See the glow in the eyes of his mother; what is the name her heart is saying?
Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers. Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel.
Love has come and never will leave us! Love is life everlasting and free.
Love is Jesus within and among us. Love is the peace our hearts are seeking.
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!.
APPLYING TODAY’S MESSAGE IN THE DAYS AHEAD
BLESSING
PRAISE MUSIC

Rev. Lynne Mentzer
Darlene Skene

This Week’s Events at St. James – December 12, 2021
Today, Sunday 12/12
9:30 am Worship
Tuesday, 12/14
9:00 am Clothes Closet
9:30 am Food Pantry
7:00 pm Church Council meeting
Thursday, 12/16
1:00 pm Dress Sewing group
7:00 pm Advent Book Study via Zoom
Friday, 12/10
7:30 pm Choir Practice
Next Sunday, 12/19
9:30 am Worship
After church: Stay for fellowship with Santa!
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Special Coffee Fellowship
After church next Sunday, December 19, everyone is welcome for a special coffee fellowship with a visitor from
the North Pole!

Socks for Nashua Soup Kitchen and Shelter
St. James children will be collecting socks from the congregation during children’s time throughout Advent. The
socks will be donated to the Nashua Soup Kitchen and Shelter.

Clothes Closet needs
The Clothes Closet is in need of donations of gently used men’s winter gloves, and men’s coats and hoodies, sizes
XL and XXL.

Advent Book Study: The Heart That Grew Three Sizes- Finding Faith in the Story of The Grinch
by Matt Rawle
Join us this Thursday, December 16 from 7:00 to 8:00 pm. Like last year’s Advent study, we will have our weekly
discussions via Zoom. We have a new online registration option on our website! Click on “Bible Study” under
the “Programs” tab. Of course you can still sign up by calling (603)424-7459, email stjamesmrmk@gmail.com, or
add your name to the sign-up sheet in the office hallway. Books are available in the church office for $15 each.

Blue Christmas
Monday, December 20 at 7:00 pm. The Blue Christmas service is a celebration of the Light of Christ for all people,
in all circumstances, especially those who are struggling. It is a service of light and hope, of readings and music, of
compassionate community and the assurance of grace, at Christmas and always.

Christmas Eve Services
There will be two services at St. James on Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24:
4:00 pm – Family Candlelight Worship
8:00 pm – Candlelight Worship Service

2022 Altar Flowers
The 2022 flower chart is on the bulletin board in the office hallway. Purchase a flower arrangement for $25 in
someone’s memory or in honor of a loved one or to commemorate a special celebration. You may take the
arrangement home after the worship service. Make checks payable to St. James UMC and write “altar flowers”
on the memo line.
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