St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin.
The announcements are at the end of the bulletin.
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January 2, 2022

GATHERING AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES
GATHERING MUSIC

Darlene Skene

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION TO WORSHIP
INTROIT

Lay Leader Cheryl Barb
Darlene Skene and Choir

GATHERING AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES
CALL TO WORSHIP (from Touch Holiness by Duck and Tirabassi)

Liturgist Brenda DuLong

L: Althoiugh the beckoning star no longer leads the way P: The Light of the World still waits to be found and followed.
L: And though we’re rarely brought to our knees in holy wonder P: The Spirit still kindles a deep yearning to worship.
L: And though we do not bear precious or exotic gifts P: God receives the gifts we do bring: our love and service.
L: And so the story continues. The good news abounds!
P: The Light, Love and Life of God is with and within all creation!
HYMN
“Go, Tell It On the Mountain” No. 251
Darlene Skene/All
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S TIME
Barbara Foristall
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Rev. Steve Melius/All
O God, hear us as we confess our fears and faith on this Sunday of
enlightenment. We confess our fear of darkness, in our hearts and in your world,
and our yearning for your Light in Christ and Spirit -- even as we confess the
shakiness of our faith. Forgive our fears, strengthen our faith, and guide us ever
to walk in your Light. Amen.
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ANTHEM

Darlene Skene and Choir

READING FROM THE GOSPEL
Matthew 2: 1-12
SERMON
Some Unexpected Guests
HYMN

“We Three Kings” No. 254 (vs. 1,2,5)

Brenda DuLong
Rev. Steve Melius
Darlene Skene

We three kings of Orient are;
Bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
Following yonder star.
Refrain
O Star of wonder, star of light,
Star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to thy perfect light.
Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain,
Gold I bring to crown him again,
King forever, ceasing never,
Over us all to reign.
Refrain
Frankincense to offer have I;
Incense owns a Deity nigh;
Prayer and praising, voices raising,
Worshiping God on high.
Refrain
Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume
Breathes a life of gathering gloom;
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
Sealed in the stone-cold tomb.
Refrain
Glorious now behold him arise;
King and God and sacrifice:
Alleluia, Alleluia,
Sounds through the earth and skies.
Refrain
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SHARING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Liturgy of Holy Communion from the Iona Community

The Invitation
Rev. Steve Melius
This is the table, not of the Church but of the Lord.
It has been made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more.
So come, you who have much faith and you who have little,
you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time,
you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.
Come, not because it is we who invite you: it is our Lord.
It is his will that those who want him should meet him here.
The Story
Brenda DuLong
Now let us hear the story of how this sacrament began:
On the night on which Jesus was betrayed, he sat at supper with his disciples. While
they were eating, he took a piece of bread, said a blessing, broke it and gave it to them
with these words:
ALL: “This is my body. It is broken for you.
Do this to remember me.”
Later, he took a cup of wine, saying:
ALL: “This cup is God’s new covenant, sealed with my blood.
Drink from it, all of you, to remember me.”
So now, following Jesus’ example and command, we take this bread and this juice, the
ordinary things of the world which Christ will make special.
As he said a prayer before sharing, let us do so too:
ALL: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!
The Blessing
Rev. Steve Melius
For us you were born; for us you healed, preached, taught and showed the way to
heaven; for us you were crucified; and for us, after death, you rose again.
ALL: Lord Jesus Christ, present with us now, for all that you have done and all
that you have promised, what have we to offer?
Our hands are empty; our hearts are sometimes full of wrong things. We are not fit to
gather up the crumbs from under your table.
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ALL: But with you is mercy and the power to change us.
So, as we do in this place what you did once so long ago, send down your
Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and juice that they may become
for us your body, healing, forgiving and making us whole; that we may
become for you, your body, loving and serving your people until your
kingdom comes. Amen.
The Sharing of Bread and Juice
Rev. Steve Melius
Eat the bread and drink the juice that you have prepared for yourself at home followed by a
time of quiet prayer.
The Disciples’ Prayer
Rev. Steve Melius
Lord Jesus Christ, you have put your life into our hands; now we put our lives into yours.
ALL: Take us, renew and remake us.
What we have been is past;
what we shall be, through you, still awaits us.
Lead us on. Take us with you. Amen.

----------------------------------------From A Wee Worship Book by Wild Goose Worship Group,
Wild Goose Publications, 1999. Iona Community, Scotland.
(The wild goose is a Celtic symbol of the Holy Spirit.)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Carole Vandermark

Sharing our Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO GENEROUS LIVING AND GIVING
ANTHEM
DOXOLOGY

George Fisher

Darlene Skene and Choir
Darlene Skene/All
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION
George Fisher/All
Gracious God, we thank you for your gift of grace that makes us new with each new
day and year. Generous God, we thank you for your gift of generosity that inspires our
own. And so we ask your blessing on these gifts today so that more will know your
grace and generosity through this church. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
GOING FORTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
HYMN

“This Little Light of Mine” No. 585

Darlene Skene/All
with Real Fallu and Eric Carlson

This little light of mine, I’m goin’a let it shine,
This little light of mine, I’m goin’a let it shine;
This little light of mine, I’m goin’a let it shine,
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
Everywhere I go, I’m goin’a let it shine,
Everywhere I go, I’m goin’a let it shine;
Everywhere I go, I’m goin’a let it shine,
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
All through the night, I’m goin’a let it shine,
All through the night, I’m goin’a let it shine;
All through the night, I’m goin’a let it shine,
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

* BLESSING
* POSTLUDE

Rev. Steve Melius
Darlene Skene
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Boy Scout Christmas Tree Removal Fundraiser
Scouts will pick up and dispose of your unwanted live Christmas tree on January 8 for a freewill donation. To
sign up, email arockwell@myfairpoint.net.

Community Arts Ministry Upcoming Programs
Kindermusik: Music-making and movement class for young children, toddler to age 7. Wednesdays from 9:15
to 10:15 am. Cost is $78 per month, includes family workbook. Scholarships are available.
Knitting Prayer Shawls: For beginners and experienced knitters, learn the history, patterns, and power of
prayer shawls to bring comfort to those in need. Thursday, January 13 from 1 to 3 pm. Donations gratefully
accepted.
Children’s Story Time and Book Exchange: Story time with the Children’s Librarian from the Merrimack Public
Library. Children can bring gently use books to exchange for books that are “new to them.” Healthy snacks
will be provided. Saturday, January 22 from 9 to 10 am. Admission is free, donations gratefully accepted.
Acrylic Painting: Learn from an artist! Have fun, gain confidence, and take home a beautiful new painting to
keep or gift to a special friend. Two Mondays, January 31 and February 7 from 7 to 8:30 pm. Ages 14+. Cost is
$15 per person plus $5 for brushes, if needed.
Valentine’s Cookies and Cards: Decorate cookies and cards to celebrate Valentine’s Day. Saturday, February
12 from 9-10:30 am. Cost is $5 per child.
Online registration under the programs tab on our website www.stjames-umchurch.org. Or call the church
office at 603-424-7459 or email communityartsministry@gmail.com for information on all CAM classes and to
register.

Clothes Closet needs
The Clothes Closet is in need of donations of gently used men’s winter gloves.

This Week’s Events at St. James – January 2, 2022
Today, Sunday 1/2
Tuesday, 1/4

Friday, 1/7
Next Sunday, 1/9

9:30 am
9:00 am
9:30 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
9:30 am

Worship with Communion
Clothes Closet
Food Pantry
Finance committee meeting
Choir rehearsal
Worship
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