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Pastor’s Message
Signs of the Times, Signs of the Season
Dear Friends,
Flying into Tampa for Thanksgiving last week, the first things Jim and I noticed were not palm trees and giant,
fragrant hibiscus blossoms but inflatable Santas and glittery reindeer. It seems Christmas comes early in
Florida. No, wait, signs of the times come early – but signs of the Christmas season are with us all year ‘round
-- if we know where to look.
One of my favorite Christmas movies is Love Actually. The story begins and ends at the arrivals gate at
Heathrow Airport, the camera zooming in on couples, friends, grandparents and grandchildren all greeting one
another with joy, hugging and laughing with abandon. With love, actually, in this season of love.
The difference between signs of the times and signs of the season is that times change, while the season of
peace, hope, love, and joy never ends. Why? Because of the reason for the season – Jesus. God’s
gentle/powerful in-breaking into each of our lives through the birth of this holy child who came to change and
bless and save the world.
I’m certainly not suggesting that inflatable Santas and glittery reindeer should be banned. Our grandchildren
were thrilled when their inflatable Santa rose from the ground each evening at 6 PM to serve as a cheery
nightlight on their front lawn. What I am suggesting is that we don’t stop there. That we don’t forget that the
gift of Christmas – Jesus -- is with us and abides within us always. That we don’t forget that the promise of
Christmas -- new life in him -- is for all people, every day. The trick is to know where to look.
Arrival gates at airports are a good bet, but so is the food pantry and clothes closet on Tuesday mornings,
where Christmas is bundled into recycled grocery bags. Christmas is created along with cookies, paintings, and
journal pages in Community Arts Ministry events. Christmas is celebrated during coffee fellowship and in
hospital rooms and at Joey’s Diner on the first Saturday of every month. Christmas grows within us during
Advent, during Lent, during bible study, during children’s messages, during outdoor hymn sings, even during
committee meetings for those with eyes to see.
Speaking of which, the Grinch is helping us to experience Christmas during Advent worship this year; the light
of Christmas that overcomes every darkness will fill our Blue Christmas service on Monday, December 20th at
7 PM; and then we’ll gather for a family-friendly candelight service on December 24th at 4 PM. And -- new
this year -- a special Christmas Eve service designed for children will be available on-line starting that
morning. You can find that on our website at www.stjames-umchurch.org.
The signs of the times are all around us, from inflatable Santas and glittery reindeer to the omicron variant and
tensions in Ukraine and China. But these will change. The signs of the season, on the other hand – a holy
child, a blessing, and love that overcomes fear and death – will never change. This is Christmas. Thanks be to
God!
Christmas Blessings,
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
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WORSHIP
New Members Welcomed on November 28
We’re delighted to welcome five new members
into our faith community. Pictured at right are Real
Fallu, Amy Shields, Guy Martin, Paul Callahan,
Roger Green and Rev. Lynne Mentzer. Along with
Pastor Lynne, Lay leader Cheryl Barb led the group
in taking their membership vows during the
November 28 worship service. Meet our new
members:
Real Fallu has been attending St. James for many years. He loves to share his love of music as a choir member
and occasionally has the opportunity to play his banjo in church. Real is active with our men’s group, has
served on the board of trustees and makes our harvest fair look welcoming with harvest decorations.
Amy Shields has also been a member of our choir for several years. As a member of St. James, she will serve as
the newest member on the Finance Committee and is looking forward to sharing her time and talents in the
church and community.
Guy Martin is transferring his membership from First Congregational Church in Milford, NH. He has been
attending St. James for several months and is hoping that the St. James community will help him on his faith
journey.
Paul Callahan is hoping to grow spiritually at St. James. You may have already met Paul as he was handing out
the hymnals at our outdoor hymn sings this past spring. He will begin his service to St. James as an usher.
Roger Green was baptized here at St. James in January of 2018. That day was very meaningful for him and he
hopes to grow more with the church. Roger is recently retired and donated much of his time to cleaning up
our playground this past fall. Roger loves to put on a fireworks display every July that rivals the professionals.

Blue Christmas Service
For all who struggle through the holidays.
Monday, December 20 at 7:00 pm

Christmas Eve Services
Friday, December 24
4:00 pm Family Candlelight Worship
All day: A recorded service especially for children will be available online.
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Coffee Making Schedule - 2022

2022 Coffee Schedule
Thank you to the following committees
and teams for providing beverages and
goodies following worship throughout
the year.

MONTH
January
February
March
April
May
June - August
September
October
November
December

COMMITTEE/TEAM
UMM
Worship Team
Finance
SPRC
Generosity Team
Volunteers
Lay Leadership
Outreach Team
Church Council
Trustees

December 2021 Diversity Discussion
Submitted by Gwen Murray (she/her/hers)
Dearest Creator,
Advent is a time where we anxiously await the celebration of the Christ
child. What a glorious time. We give praise for your knowing that all of human kind would need someone to
whom they could relate as a person. Christ came to give our past, current, and future ancestors hope, peace,
joy, and love. The greatest of these is love.
Why must we continue to struggle with loving all your creation? Your earth is in turmoil with climate change.
We must work to preserve the beauty of your earth.
Your people are in turmoil with all of the 'isms' – racism, sexism, ageism, classism, ableism, heterosexism, antisemitism. Help us to put into practice the love you have shown us.
Christ came into a world that had the same challenges that face us today. Christ led and loved all people. And
so it is with hope that we can come to a place of peace in the world with a joyful heart and love for all.
Thank you for blessing us with the Christ child, forgiving our weaknesses and doubts, and reminding us that
love is the greatest gift we can offer to all of your creation.
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Christian Education
Advent Book Study
The Heart That Grew Three Sizes
Finding Faith in the Story of The Grinch
By Matt Rawle
Rediscover the gift of Advent that comes without packages, ribbons, and bows.
We don’t know why the Grinch hated Christmas. We just know he did. In this new
Advent study, Matt Rawle explores the faith themes in the Christmas classic, How
the Grinch Stole Christmas! including, how did the Grinch’s heart grow three sizes
come Christmas morning? How did Christmas save the Grinch? Could it be that
the very thing we think we hate is the one thing that changes our lives? This
Advent and Christmas season, look at a familiar classic through the lens of faith
and see how Christ speaks to us through our culture.
Join us on three Thursdays during Advent December 2, 9, and 16 from 7:00 to 8:00 pm. Like last year’s Advent
study, we will have our weekly discussions via Zoom jointly with North Salem UMC.
We have a new online registration option on our website! Click on “Bible Study” under the “About Us” tab. Of
course you can still sign up by calling (603)424-7459, email stjamesmrmk@gmail.com, or add your name to the
sign-up sheet in the office hallway. Books are available in the church office for $15 each. Read the first two
chapters before the first Zoom discussion.

FELLOWSHIP

Calling All Men!
The St. James United Methodist Men (UMM) would love to have you join
them for breakfast on the first Saturday of every month. RSVP to George
Fisher at fishergf@comcast.net so he knows how many people to expect.
Date: Saturday, December 4
Time: 8:00 am
Place: Joey’s Diner,
1 Craftsman Lane, Amherst
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Trustees Updates
Office Wing Gets a New Roof
The Trustees have had a busy year making sure our
building is well maintained. During the second week
of November, we hired Nick Tracey Roofing to replace
the roof on our office wing.
Photos by Robin House

Stripping the old shingles.

New roof is finished.

Work in progress.

A New Coat Rack for the Sanctuary and Parlor
Sunday churchgoers and the school children that are here
during the week have a new place to hang their coats. Thank
you to Dick Wallace for building a new coat rack in the entryway
between the sanctuary and parlor.
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OUTREACH

Meals on Wheels of Hillsborough County Holiday Gift Program
Meals on Wheels of Hillsborough County is collecting items to fill gift bags for their clients. Items needed are
warm socks (gender-neutral, non-skid), hot cocoa or tea (no large boxes please), mini flashlights with batteries,
chapstick, decks of cards (single deck only, large print if possible) Drop off
items at the Meals on Wheels office, 395 D.W. Highway in Merrimack before
December 9. If you would rather make a monetary donation, mail checks with
“Holiday Gift Bag” on the memo line payable to “MOW of Hillsborough
County, P.O Box 910, Merrimack, NH 03054 or donate online at
www.hcmow.org.

Donate Gift Wrap and Bags to Nashua Children’s Home
We will be collecting wrapping paper for the Nashua Children’s Home again
this year. Please bring your donations to church on or before December 12.
They have 59 kids this year. They have also posted an Amazon wish list on the
Nashua Children’s Home Facebook page.

Operation Care for Troops
Submitted by Louise Yeaton
Dear Friends of the OCT Yarn Ministry,
Thank you all for the scarves and hats created with your loving caring ministry.
For this holiday shipment to troops we are providing 320 scarves and 22 hats –
record numbers.
I would suggest we not put our knitting needles and crochet hooks away. The
Luszys have a local ministry to homeless veterans and their families. I think
they would appreciate our support there also. I’ll get more details and share
them soon.
Blessings to all,
Louise Yeaton

questions? (603) 402-2705

7

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

Community Arts Ministry
Upcoming Programs
New! We now have online registration on our website www.stjames-umchurch.org. Or call the church
office or email communityartsministry@gmail.com for information on all CAM classes and to register.
All programs will take place in the Wesley room, unless otherwise noted.

Kindermusik: Wednesdays 9:15 – 10:15am
There is still space available in this ongoing music and movement class for young children, toddler to age 7.
Wednesdays from 9:15 to 10:15 am. Cost is $78 per month, includes family workbook. Scholarships available.

Intentional Collage: Wednesday, December 1 from 6:30 to 9 pm in the parlor.
What better way to enter the season of Advent than with images and words inspired by the Holy Spirit to
guide us? This 2 ½ hour workshop starts with relaxation techniques and prayer… then allows time for us to
gather images and words from magazines that “speak” to us… to arrange them on art paper… and then to
write about the meaning, message, or insight we discover in our collages. Come join us for an evening of
creativity, good company, and a shared “Advent-ure” though intentional collage! Cost is $15 per person, ages
16 +.

Christmas Cookies and Créches: Saturday, December 11 from 9:00 – 10:30 am
Bring the whole family to make Christmas cookies – some to keep and some to share with families who come
to our food pantry. While the cookies bake, we’ll make créches to remember the story of Jesus’ birth. Cost is
$5 per child.

Valentine’s Sweets: Saturday, February 12 from 9:00 – 10:30 am
Who can resist heart shaped cookies on this day of celebrating love? Cost is $5 per child.

Making Winter Bird Feeders: Date and time to be announced.
Invite birds to your back yard with fun-to-make bird feeders. Share the love of God with our feathered friends.
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SMALL BLESSINGS
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