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December 20, 2021
Blue Christmas Service

PRELUDE
GREETING

Darlene Skene
“Come, Gather Here on This Longest Night”

WORDS OF WELCOME

Pat Garland
Rev. Lynne Mentzer

OPENING PRAYER
God of mercy, hear our prayer in this Advent season, for ourselves and for those
who live with painful memories. We ask for strength for today, courage for
tomorrow, peace for the past, and hope for the future. We ask these things in the
name of Jesus Christ, who shares our joys and sorrows, our endings and
beginnings. For the conviction and comfort of your love and our faith, we pray.
Amen.
HYMN

“Be Still, My Soul” No. 534
Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side.
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
Leave to your God to order and provide;
In every change God faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul: your best, your heavenly friend
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.

Darlene Skene

Be still, my soul: your God will undertake
To guide the future, as in ages past.
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake;
All now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know
The Christ who ruled them while he dwelt below.
Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on
When we shall be forever with the Lord,
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.
Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past,
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last.
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READING FROM THE PROPHETS

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

LIGHTING CANDLES OF REMEMBRANCE

Roger Green
Robin and David House

L: This candle we light to remember those whom we have loved and lost. We pause to
remember their names and faces, their voices and the special memories that bind
them to us this season.
P: Gracious God, bless and keep the ones we’ve loved and lost.
L: This candle we light to redeem the pain of loss: the loss of relationships, jobs,
health, or even our own expectations. We pause to gather up the pain of the past
and offer it to God, asking that from God’s hands we might receive the gift of peace.
P: Gracious God, grant us peace to overcome our pain.
L: This candle we light to remember ourselves at Christmastime. We pause to consider
the irony of living in darkness during a season of light, and to remember all those
who stand with us in the silence. We give thanks for each one.
P: Gracious God, may we never forget that your Light overcomes every
darkness.
L: This candle we light to remember our faith and the gift of hope that the story of
Christmas offers to us all. We remember that God, who walks ever with us,
promises us a place and a time of no more pain and sorrow.
P: Gracious God, we thank you for the hope we find in Christ.
SPECIAL MUSIC
READING FROM THE PSALMS
MESSAGE

Psalm 27:1-4

Darlene Skene
Roger Green
Rev. Lynne Mentzer

BLUE CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS OF REMEMBRANCE AND HOPE
At this time please write on a slip of paper the name of a loved one, a concern or need,
or whatever weighs heavy on your heart; then roll it up and place it inside your
ornament. Following tonight’s service you might want to hang it on your Christmas tree
as a reminder that God knows and holds your sorrow with you, and the Light of Christ
will overcome all darkness.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread. And forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen.
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EXTINGUISHING CANDLES IN GRATITUDE AND HOPE
Robin and David House
L: As we extinguish the candle faithfully lit for those we have loved and lost, we give thanks
that their spirits rest with you and their memories rest in us.
P: May God hear and bless each one this night and always.
L: As we extinguish the candle faithfully lit for the pain of loss, we give thanks that our pain
will pass and that new life will come in the name of Jesus.
P: May God hear and bless us all this night and always.
L: As we extinguish the candle faithfully lit for ourselves, we give thanks that our prayers,
whispered or shouted, and our lives, upright or bent over, are welcomed into God’s great
heart.
P: May God hear and bless us all this night and always.
L: As we extinguish the candle faithfully lit for the promise of Christmas, we give thanks for
Jesus – Beloved Son of God, Light of the world, Savior and Redeemer of all people.
P: May God hear and bless the world this night and always.
“Hymn of Promise” No. 707

* HYMN

Darlene Skene

In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, and apple tree;
In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free!
In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.
There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody,
There’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me.
From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.
In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity;
In our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity.
In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.
BLESSING
SPECIAL READING

Rev. Lynne Mentzer
“Not Celebrate?”

Pat Garland

______________________________________________
“Come, Gather Here on This Longest Night,” unknown.
The Wing, Ray Buckley, Abingdon Press, Nashville, 2002.
“Not Celebrate?” from Kneeling in Bethlehem by Ann Weems, Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 1987.
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