St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin.
The announcements are at the end of the bulletin.
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24th Sunday after Pentecost
November 7, 2021

GATHERING AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES
GATHERING MUSIC
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Darlene Skene
Rev. Lynne Mentzer

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
INTROIT

Choir

CALL TO WORSHIP
Joe Marrone
L: Every day, in churches everywhere, people gather to worship God.
P: And so we gather here today.
L: Every day, in villages and cities, people are hungry, needy, sick, and lonely.
P: And so we look for ways to help.
L: Every day, in large and small ways, people reach out to make a difference.
P: And so we remember that the world is our parish.
L: This day, let us worship, see, and serve – faithfully and fruitfully.
P: And so we pray, Amen!
HYMN
“Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service” No. 581
Darlene Skene
Lord, whose love through humble service bore the weight of human need,
Who upon the cross, forsaken, offered mercy’s perfect deed:
We, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart,
Consecrating to your purpose every gift that you impart.
Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread;
Still the captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead.
As, O Lord, your deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul,
Use the love your Spirit kindles still to save and make us whole.
As we worship, grant us vision, till your love’s revealing light
In its height and depth and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight,
Making known the needs and burdens your compassion bids us bear,
Stirring us to tireless striving your abundant life to share.
Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go
To the child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show;
Hope and health, good will and comfort, counsel, aid, and peace we give,
That your servants, Lord in freedom may your mercy know, and live.

2

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S TIME
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God, we confess that the idea of generosity is easier to embrace than the
practice. We also confess that we could be more generous than we are, but
distractions and doubts get in the way. Forgive us for settling for good intentions
when you call us to change lives through grateful, generous living; we pray this in
Jesus’ name, Amen.
READING FROM THE EPISTLES
READING FROM THE GOSPEL
ANTHEM
A GENEROSITY MESSAGE

2 Corinthians 9:6-8
Matthew 25:31-40

Joe Marrone
Rev. John Blackadar
Choir
Rev. John Blackadar and Rev. Lynne Mentzer

HYMN
“Come, Sinners, to the Gospel Feast” No. 339
Darlene Skene
Come, sinners, to the gospel feast; let every soul be Jesus’ guest.
Ye need not one be left behind, for God had bid all humankind.
Sent by my Lord, on you I call; the invitation is to all.
Come, all the world! Come, sinner, thou! All things in Christ are ready now.
Come, all ye souls by sin oppressed, ye restless wanderers after rest;
Ye poor, and maimed, and halt, and blind, in Christ a hearty welcome find.
My message as from God receive; ye all may come to Christ and live.
O let his love your hearts constrain, nor suffer him to die in vain.
This is the time, no more delay! This is the Lord’s accepted day.
Come, thou, this moment, at his call, and live for him who died for all.
SHARING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Liturgy of Holy Communion from the Iona Community
The Invitation
This is the table, not of the Church but of the Lord.
It is to be made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more.
So come, you who have much faith and you who have little,
you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time,
you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.
Come, not because it is I who invite you: it is our Lord.
It is his will that those who want him should meet him here.
The Story
Now let us hear the story of how this sacrament began: On the night on which Jesus
was betrayed, he sat at supper with his disciples. While they were eating, he took a
piece of bread, said a blessing, broke it and gave it to them with these words:
3

ALL: “This is my body. It is broken for you. Do this to remember me.”
Later, he took a cup of wine, saying:
ALL: “This cup is God’s new covenant, sealed with my blood.
Drink from it, all of you, to remember me.”
So now, following Jesus’ example and command, we take this bread and this juice,
the ordinary things of the world which Christ will make special.
As he said a prayer before sharing, let us do so too:
ALL: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!
The Blessing
For us you were born, for us you healed, preached, taught and showed the way to heaven;
for us you were crucified, and for us, after death, you rose again.
ALL: Lord Jesus Christ, present with us now, for all that you have done and all that
you have promised, what have we to offer?
Our hands are empty; our hearts are sometimes full of wrong things. We are not fit to
gather up the crumbs from under your table.
ALL: But with you is mercy and the power to change us.
So, as we do in this place what you did once so long ago, send down your Holy
Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and juice that they may become for us
your body, healing, forgiving and making us whole; that we may become for
you, your body, loving and serving your people until your kingdom comes.
Amen.
The Sharing of Bread and Juice in Holy Communion
Eat the bread and drink the juice that you have prepared for yourself at home followed by a
time of quiet prayer.
The Disciples’ Prayer
Lord Jesus Christ, you have put your life into our hands; now we put our lives into yours.
ALL: Take us, renew and remake us. What we have been is past; what we shall be,
through you, still awaits us. Lead us on. Take us with you. Amen.

----------------------------------------From A Wee Worship Book by Wild Goose Worship Group,
Wild Goose Publications, 1999. Iona Community, Scotland.
(The wild goose is a Celtic symbol of the Holy Spirit.)
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Sharing Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO GENEROUS GIVING AND LIVING
ANTHEM

Choir

DOXOLOGY

Darlene Skene
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
O God, whose generosity is boundless, we pray your blessing upon these gifts and
tithes. Bless and multiply them to fulfill your desire for this church to grow in
ministry. Bless and multiply this congregation to grow in generosity. And bless
each one of us to walk humbly in the footsteps of Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Savior. Amen.
GOING FORTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
HYMN

“In the Midst of New Dimensions” No. 2238

Darlene Skene

In the midst of new dimensions, in the face of changing ways,
Who will lead the pilgrim peoples wandering in their separate ways?
Refrain
God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar,
We your people, ours the journey now and ever, now and ever, now and evermore.
Through the flood of starving people, warring factions and despair,
Who will lift the olive branches? Who will light the flame of care?
Refrain
As we stand a world divided by our own self-seeking schemes,
Grant that we, your global village, might envision wider dreams.
Refrain
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We are man and we are woman, all persuasions, old and young,
Each a gift in your creation, each a love song to be sung.
Refrain
Should the threats of dire predictions cause us to withdraw in pain,
May your blazing phoenix spirit resurrect the church again.
Refrain
BLESSING
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
POSTLUDE

Darlene Skene

The flowers which grace our altar this morning are given to the glory of God
by Brenda DuLong in honor of veterans

Virtual Church Conference
Our Annual Church Conference will be held via Zoom again this year. Please join us this Wednesday, November
10 from 7:00 to 8:30 pm. We will review the work of the past year, do the business of the church, and share
God’s unfolding vision for us – all in a worshipful setting.

New Members Class
Have you felt the nudge of the Holy Spirit urging you to make a deeper commitment in your faith? Have you felt a
desire to learn more about our denomination and your place in this community of faith? A New Members Class is
being planned for two Saturdays, November 13 and 20 from 9-10:30 in the conference room next to the church
office. Please contact Pastor Lynne if you are interested in attending.

Scouting for Food
This Saturday, November 13, Scouts will collect donated food and make much-needed deliveries to food pantries.
All non-perishable food items will be welcomed and collected by Scouts statewide. Donors are simply asked to
not donate either glass jars or frozen items. Please make sure that the food items have not passed their expiration
dates.

Operation Care for Troops
Please bring scarves and hats and leftover Halloween candy to St. James by November 14 for the next shipment to
our troops from the armory in Nashua.
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Red Cross Blood Drive
We are hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive on Wednesday, November 17 from 1:30 to 7:00 pm. Call 1-800 RED
CROSS or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter STJAMES to schedule an appointment.

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship Service
This Merrimack Faith Communities event is scheduled for Thursday, November 18 at 7:00 pm at The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 110 Concord St. in Nashua. Guest Speaker will be from Brigid’s House of Hope,
New Hampshire’s first safe house for victims of human trafficking. The offering taken during the service will
benefit Brigid’s House of Hope.

Community Arts Ministry Upcoming Programs
Thanksgiving Grace Cards: Make beautiful cards that will be a meaningful addition to your Thanksgiving table.
Sunday November 14 from 2 to 3 pm. No charge, though donations will be gratefully accepted. All ages
welcome.
Intentional Collage: Also called Visual Prayer, let the Holy Spirit “speak” to you through questions, images,
words, music, - and chocolate! Wednesday, December 1 from 6:30 to 9 pm. Cost is $15 per person. Ages 14+.
New! We now have online registration under the programs tab on our website www.stjames-umchurch.org. Or
call the church office at 603-424-7459 or email communityartsministry@gmail.com for information on all CAM
classes and to register.

Food Pantry Thanksgiving Baskets
The Food Pantry is accepting donations for Thanksgiving baskets. Items needed are turkeys, stuffing, peas,
cranberry sauce, pies and baked goods. Monetary donations to purchase fresh produce are greatly appreciated.
In order to have the baskets ready for distribution on November 23, please bring donations no later than
November 20.

Brooke’s Purses
In memory of her niece Brooke, Betty Ann Dudziak has been collecting used purses to distribute to shelters in
Manchester, Nashua and Concord along with personal care items to put in them. During coffee fellowship time
on Sunday, November 21, we will fill the purses assembly-line style. Church goers of all ages are welcome to pitch
in. See Betty Ann if you have questions.

Advent Book Study: The Heart That Grew Three Sizes- Finding Faith in the Story of The Grinch
by Matt Rawle
This Advent and Christmas season, look at a familiar classic through the lens of faith and see how Christ speaks to
us through our culture. Join us on three Thursdays during Advent December 2, 9, and 16 from 7:00 to 8:00 pm.
Like last year’s Advent study, we will have our weekly discussions via Zoom. We have a new online registration
option on our website! Click on “Bible Study” under the “Programs” tab. Of course you can still sign up by calling
(603)424-7459, email stjamesmrmk@gmail.com, or add your name to the sign-up sheet in the office hallway.
Books are available in the church office for $15 each. Read the first two chapters before the first Zoom
discussion.
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