St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin. The
announcements are at the end of the bulletin.

1

First Sunday of Advent
November 28, 2021

GATHERING AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES
GATHERING MUSIC
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION TO WORSHIP

Darlene Skene
Rev. Lynne Mentzer

GREETING OF PEACE
INTROIT

Choir

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
Brothers and sisters in Christ, today we welcome five faithful friends who wish to become
members of this community of faith.
As lay leader of this congregation, it is my privilege to present Paul Callahan, Real Fallu,
Roger Green, Guy Martin, and Amy Shields for membership in the St. James United
Methodist Church.
On behalf of the whole church, I ask you now these historic questions:
Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this
world, and repent of your sin?
I do.
Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and
oppression in whatever forms they present
themselves?
I do.
Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and
promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the church which Christ has opened
to people of all ages, nations and races?
I do.
According to the grace given to you, will you remain faithful members of Christ’s holy
church and serve as Christ’s representatives in the world?
I
will.
We hereby commend these persons to your love and care. Do all you can to build their faith,
confirm their hope, and guide them in love.
Giving thanks to God, we welcome you in Christian love. Let us renew our covenant
to faithfully support the ministries of the church by our prayers, presence, gifts,
service, and witness that in everything God may be glorified.
Presentation of Membership Certificates and Bibles
Blessing
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PRAYING AS JESUS TAUGHT US
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF PEACE

Joyce Hawkins and Paul Callahan

Today we light the candle of peace, even though the Christmas story is not a completely
peaceful one … even though our country is not at peace … even though there is little
lasting peace in our hearts. So why light the peace candle? Because the promise of peace
in Jesus Christ never ceases to bring hope, love and joy to all the world.
UNISON PRAYER FOR PEACE
Paul Callahan
O God, as we enter this season of Advent, this time of waiting and preparing for the
in-breaking of holiness to heal your broken world, let your peace replace our
cynicism … let your peace renew our spirits … let your peace reign again, and
always. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen.
HYMN
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” No. 211
O come, O come Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Darlene Skene

O come, thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show and cause us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, O come, great Lord of might, who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times once gave the law in cloud and majesty and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, thou Root of Jesse’s tree, an ensign of thy people be;
Before thee rulers silent fall; all peoples on thy mercy call.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
ANTHEM
Choir
READING FROM THE PROPHETS Jeremiah 33:14-16
Joyce Hawkins
READING FROM THE GOSPEL
Luke 21:25-28
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
SERMON
“When Everything Is Wrong”
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HYMN
“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” No. 213
Lift up your heads, ye might gates; behold the King of glory waits;
The King of Kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here!

Darlene Skene

Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart
From earthly use for heaven’s employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy.
Redeemer, come, with us abide; our hearts to thee we open wide;
Let us thy inner presence feel; thy grace and love in us reveal.
Thy Holy Spirit lead us on until our glorious goal is won;
Eternal praise, eternal fame be offered, Savior, to thy name!
SHARING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Sharing Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
ANTHEM

Choir

DOXOLOGY

UMH No. 95
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
George Fisher
God of Advent peace and all new beginnings, we ask your blessing on the
gifts we bring today. Guide us in their use. Let generosity grow within and through
us as your church. Let gratitude bind our hearts to you and to one another as we
give thanks for all things in your holy name. Amen.

.
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* GOING FORTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
HYMN

“The King of Glory Comes” No. 2091

Darlene Skene

Refrain
The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices.
Open the gates before him, lift up your voices.
Who is the King of glory; how shall we call him?
He is Emmanuel, the promised of ages.
Refrain
In all of Galilee, in city or village,
He goes among his people curing their illness.
Refrain
Sing then of David’s son, our Savior and brother;
In all of Galilee was never another.
Refrain
I APPLYING TODAY’S MESSAGE IN THE DAYS AHEAD
BLESSING
PRAISE MUSIC

Rev. Lynne Mentzer
Darlene Skene

This Week’s Events at St. James – November 28, 2021
Today, Sunday 11/28
9:30 am Worship
Tuesday, 11/30
9:00 am Clothes Closet
9:30 am Food Pantry
7:00 pm Trustees meeting
Wednesday, 12/1
6:30 pm Intentional Collage CAM Workshop
Thursday, 12/2
7:00 pm Advent Book Study via Zoom
Friday, 12/3
7:30 pm Choir Practice
Next Sunday, 12/5
9:30 am Worship
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Special Charge Conference
Please note change of time: Monday, November 29, 2021 at 8:30 pm via Zoom. A Zoom invitation will be sent by
email earlier that day.
Purpose of Charge Conference: The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) filed for bankruptcy after numerous suits were
filed for sexual abuse. As part of the bankruptcy process, United Methodist local churches across the country had
the opportunity to file a proof of claim. Filing a proof of claim indicated, among other things, that the local church
had a right to be indemnified/protected by BSA as well as BSA insurance policy coverage for any claim filed
against the local church by a scout survivor. Your local church filed a proof of claim and now has the opportunity
to vote on the bankruptcy plan. Because local churches' votes must be received by December 14, 2021, and
because we will not know if all United Methodist local churches will be covered against BSA claims until
November 23, 2021, all United Methodist local churches that filed a proof of claim must prepare now to record
their vote. The congregation’s vote is critical to ensure United Methodist local churches are protected from a
lawsuit filed concerning an individual claiming they were abused while in a scouting program associated with the
local church. A special charge conference is set for Monday, November 29 at 8:30 PM via ZOOM to record the
vote.

Community Arts Ministry Upcoming Programs
Intentional Collage: Also called Visual Prayer, let the Holy Spirit “speak” to you through questions, images,
words, music, - and chocolate! This Wednesday, December 1 from 6:30 to 9 pm. Cost is $15 per person. Ages
14+.
Christmas Cookies and Créches: Bring the whole family to make Christmas cookies – some to keep and some to
share with families who come to our food pantry. While the cookies bake, we’ll make créches to remember the
story of Jesus’ birth. For families with children ages 4 and older. Saturday, December 11 from 9 to 10:30 am.
Cost is $5 per child.
New! We now have online registration under the programs tab on our website www.stjames-umchurch.org. Or
call the church office at 603-424-7459 or email communityartsministry@gmail.com for information on all CAM
classes and to register.

Advent Book Study: The Heart That Grew Three Sizes- Finding Faith in the Story of The Grinch
by Matt Rawle
Join us on three Thursdays during Advent December 2, 9, and 16 from 7:00 to 8:00 pm. Like last year’s Advent
study, we will have our weekly discussions via Zoom. We have a new online registration option on our website!
Click on “Bible Study” under the
“Programs” tab. Of course you can still sign up by calling (603)424-7459, email stjamesmrmk@gmail.com, or add
your name to the sign-up sheet in the office hallway. Books are available in the church office for $15 each. Read
the first two chapters before the first Zoom discussion.

Nashua Children’s Home Wrapping Paper Drive
We are collecting wrapping paper for the Nashua Children’s Home. Please bring your donations to church on or
before December 12. If you would like to help them check items off the kid’s wish lists, they have posted the list
on the Nashua Children’s Home Facebook Page.
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Meals on Wheels Holiday Gift Program
Meals on Wheels of Hillsborough County is collecting items to fill gift bags for their clients. Items needed are
warm socks (gender-neutral, non-skid), hot cocoa or tea (no large boxes please), mini flashlights with batteries,
chapstick, decks of cards (single deck only, large print if possible) Drop off items at the Meals on Wheels office,
395 D.W. Highway in Merrimack before December 9. If you would rather make a monetary donation, mail checks
with “Holiday Gift Bag” on the memo line payable to “MOW of Hillsborough County, P.O Box 910, Merrimack, NH
03054 or donate online at www.hcmow.org.

2022 Altar Flowers
The 2022 flower chart is on the bulletin board in the office hallway. Purchase a flower arrangement for $25 in
someone’s memory or in honor of a loved one or to commemorate a special celebration. You may take the
arrangement home after the worship service. Make checks payable to St. James UMC and write “altar flowers”
on the memo line.
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