St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin. The
announcements are at the end of the bulletin.
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Laity Sunday
November 21, 2021

GATHERING AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES
GATHERING MUSIC

Darlene Skene

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Cheryl Barb

GREETING OF PEACE
INTROIT

Choir
PRAYING AS JESUS TAUGHT US

CALL TO WORSHIP
L: Come, friends, let us gather together to give thanks to our God!
P: We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing.
L:
P:
L:
P:

Linda Wilson

Come, ye thankful people, come to pray and praise the Lord!
We come to sing our gratitude and love.
Come, church, now thank we all our God!
We do – with hearts and hands and voices!

HYMN

“We Gather Together” No. 131
We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing;
He chastens and hastens his will to make known.
The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing.
Sing praises to his name; he forgets not his own.

Darlene Skene

Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining,
Ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine;
So from the beginning the fight we were winning;
Thou, Lord, wast at our side, all glory be thine!
We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant.
And pray that thou still our defender wilt be.
Let thy congregation escape tribulation;
Thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free!
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UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Lisa Sanborn

Gracious, Loving, Creator God, You are constant, always with us, ready to forgive,
provide, support, and comfort us. Yet so often we only reach out to you when we
are struggling, or in need. Help us to remember, regardless of our situation, to
pray for gratitude for your magnificent abundance of blessings. Blessings of
forgiveness, hope, peace, love, and joy that only you can provide. In Jesus’ name
we pray, Amen.
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Hannah Cote
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Linda Wilson
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the
Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say
to us today. Amen.
READING FROM THE PSALMS

Psalm 34:1-8

ANTHEM
READING FROM THE GOSPEL
Luke 17:11-19
SERMON
HYMN
“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” No. 694
Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home;
All is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin.
God our Maker doth provide for our wants to be supplied;
Come to God’s own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home.

Linda Wilson
Choir
Joe Marrone
Joe Marrone
Darlene Skene

All the world is God’s own field, fruit as praise to God we yield;
Wheat and tares together sown are to joy or sorrow grown;
First the blade and then the ear, then the full corn shall appear;
Lord of harvest, grant that we wholesome grain and pure may be.
For the Lord our God shall come, and shall take the harvest home;
From the field shall in that day all offenses purge away,
Giving angels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast;
But the fruitful ears to store in the garner evermore.
Even so, Lord, quickly come, bring thy final harvest home;
Gather thou thy people in, free from sorrow, free from sin,
There, forever purified, in thy presence to abide;
come, with all thine angels come, raise the glorious harvest home.
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SHARING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Carole Vandermark

Sharing Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO GENEROUS LIVING AND GIVING
ANTHEM
DOXOLOGY

George Fisher
Choir
UMH No. 95

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
George Fisher
God of all good things, as we pause to express our thanks to you this day for
blessings seen and unseen, grant us grace to ask for one more – grant us the
blessing of compassionate action. As we offer these gifts and tithes, grant us the
blessing of using them for the greatest and highest good, ever mindful of the needs
of others, that all will know your great and abundant love. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
GOING FORTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
HYMN

“Now Thank We All Our God” No. 102

Darlene Skene

Now, thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices;
Who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.
O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us;
And keep us still in grace, and guide us when perplexed;
And free us from all ills, in this world and the next.
All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given;
The Son, and him who reigns with them in highest heaven;
The one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore;
For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.
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* INVITATION TO COFFEE FELLOWSHIP AND TO FILL BROOKE’S PURSES
Betty Ann Dudziak
SHARED BENEDICTION
May the presence of God the Creator give you strength.
May the presence of God the Redeemer give you peace.
May the presence of God the Sustainer give you comfort.
May the presence of God the Sanctifier give you love. Amen.
 POSTLUDE

Darlene Skene

Community Arts Ministry Upcoming Programs
Intentional Collage: Also called Visual Prayer, let the Holy Spirit “speak” to you through questions, images,
words, music, - and chocolate! Wednesday, December 1 from 6:30 to 9 pm. Cost is $15 per person. Ages 14+.
Christmas Cookies and Créches: Bring the whole family to make Christmas cookies – some to keep and some to
share with families who come to our food pantry. While the cookies bake, we’ll make créches to remember the
story of Jesus’ birth. For families with children ages 4 and older. Saturday, December 11 from 9 to 10:30 am.
Cost is $5 per child.
New! We now have online registration under the programs tab on our website www.stjames-umchurch.org. Or
call the church office at 603-424-7459 or email communityartsministry@gmail.com for information on all CAM
classes and to register.

Brooke’s Purses
In memory of her niece Brooke, Betty Ann Dudziak has been collecting used purses to distribute to shelters in
Manchester, Nashua and Concord along with personal care items to put in them. During coffee fellowship time
today, we will fill the purses assembly-line style. Church goers of all ages are welcome to pitch in.

Advent Book Study: The Heart That Grew Three Sizes- Finding Faith in the Story of The Grinch
by Matt Rawle
Join us on three Thursdays during Advent December 2, 9, and 16 from 7:00 to 8:00 pm. Like last year’s Advent
study, we will have our weekly discussions via Zoom. We have a new online registration option on our website!
Click on “Bible Study” under the
“Programs” tab. Of course you can still sign up by calling (603)424-7459, email stjamesmrmk@gmail.com, or add
your name to the sign-up sheet in the office hallway. Books are available in the church office for $15 each. Read
the first two chapters before the first Zoom discussion.
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Let’s Watch “The Grinch” Together
Stay after church next Sunday, November 28 so we can all watch Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas!
during coffee fellowship time.

Meals on Wheels Holiday Gift Program
Meals on Wheels of Hillsborough County is collecting items to fill gift bags for their clients. Items needed are
warm socks (gender-neutral, non-skid), hot cocoa or tea (no large boxes please), mini flashlights with batteries,
chapstick, decks of cards (single deck only, large print if possible) Drop off items at the Meals on Wheels office,
395 D.W. Highway in Merrimack before December 9. If you would rather make a monetary donation, mail checks
with “Holiday Gift Bag” on the memo line payable to “MOW of Hillsborough County, P.O Box 910, Merrimack, NH
03054 or donate online at www.hcmow.org.

Nashua Children’s Home Wrapping Paper Drive
We are collecting wrapping paper for the Nashua Children’s Home. Please bring your donations to church on or
before December 12. If you would like to help them check items off the kid’s wish lists, they have posted the list
on the Nashua Children’s Home Facebook Page.

2022 Altar Flowers
The 2022 flower chart is on the bulletin board in the office hallway. Purchase a flower arrangement for $25 in
someone’s memory or in honor of a loved one or to commemorate a special celebration. You may take the
arrangement home after the worship service. Make checks payable to St. James UMC and write “altar flowers”
on the memo line.

This Week’s Events at St. James – November 21, 2021
9:30 am Worship
After church: Fill Brooke’s Purses
Monday, 11/22
7:00 pm Acrylic Painting CAM Workshop
Tuesday, 11/23
9:00 am Clothes Closet
9:30 am Food Pantry
7:00 pm Trustees meeting
Thursday, 11/25
Happy Thanksgiving! Church office closed today.
Next Sunday, 11/28
9:30 am Worship
After Church How the Grinch Stole Christmas!
Today, Sunday 11/21
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