St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin. The
announcements are at the end of the bulletin.
The flowers which grace our altar this morning are given to the glory of God
by the Jan Souza in memory of her sister Dottie Rolling.
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25TH Sunday after Pentecost
November 14, 2021

GATHERING AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES
GATHERING MUSIC

Darlene Skene

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rev. Lynne Mentzer

GREETING OF PEACE
INTROIT

Choir
PRAYING AS JESUS TAUGHT US

CALL TO WORSHIP
L: This is the day that we gather for worship!
P: This is the day that we hear the Good News!
L:
P:
L:
P:

Noreen Hoisington

This is the day that we sing the Lord’s praises!
This is the day that we draw near to the Spirit!
This is the day that we answer God’s call!
This is the day that we grow in generosity!

L: This is the day that the Lord has made P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
HYMN
“This Is the Day” No. 657
Darlene Skene
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord hath made, that the Lord hath made.
Let us rejoice, let us rejoice and be glad in it, and be glad in it.
This is the day that the Lord hath made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord hath made.
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God, this is the day that we recognize the bounty of your gifts to us and pledge
to pay your blessings forward through your church. Some of us are unsure and
need assurance. Some of us are unwilling and need encouragement. Others
faithfully trust you and inspire the rest. Even as we confess our confusion about
giving, we confess that you are Lord of all, and generous in all things. Thank you!
Amen.
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HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S TIME

Rev. Lynne Mentzer

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Noreen Hoisington
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the
Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say
to us today. Amen.
READING FROM THE PSALMS
ANTHEM
READING FROM THE GOSPEL

Psalm 100
Luke 6:37-38

Noreen Hoisington
Choir
Rev. Lynne Mentzer

A GENEROSITY MESSAGE
Generosity Team
CONSECRATION OF PLEDGES FOR 2022
HYMN
“Trust and Obey” No. 467
Darlene Skene
When we walk with the Lord in the light of his word, what a glory he sheds on our way!
While we do his good will, he abides with us still, and with all who will trust and obey.
Refrain
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way
to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey
Not a burden we bear, not a sorrow we share, but our toil he doth richly repay;
Not a grief or a loss, not a frown or a cross, but is blest if we trust and obey.
Refrain
But we never can prove the delights of his love until all on the altar we lay;
For the favor he shows, for the joy he bestows, are for them who will trust and obey.
Refrain
Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at his feet, or we’ll walk by his side in the way;
What he says we will do, where he sends we will go; never fear, only trust and obey.
Refrain
SHARING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Sharing Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO GENEROUS LIVING AND GIVING
ANTHEM
DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Choir
UMH No. 95

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
O God, again we ask your blessing on the gifts we bring this day. Again we thank
you for your generosity toward us and for inspiring us to be generous to others
through your church. Always, we thank you and praise you! Amen.
GOING FORTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
HYMN

“We Sing to You, O God” No. 2001

Darlene Skene

We sing to you, O God, the Rock who gave us birth,
Let our rejoicing sing your name in all the earth.
To you, O God, let songs be raised, in joyful hymns, our feast of praise.
We wandered far from home out in a desert land,
You shielded with your love our fearful pilgrim band.
You kept us safe within your arms and sheltered us against the storm.
You bear us through the world, an eagle to her young,
Who rises on her wings and bears us toward the sun.
We ride the vaults of light and air and trust in your unfailing care.
O God, eternal God, we hide within your wings,
The everlasting arms to whom our praises ring.
Your word is true, your way is just, you are the God in whom we trust.
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

.

Rev. Lynne Mentzer
Darlene Skene

This Week’s Events at St. James – November 14, 2021
Today, Sunday 11/14
9:30 am Worship
2:00 pm Thanksgiving Grace Cards CAM Workshop
Monday, 11/15
7:00 pm Acrylic Painting CAM Workshop
Tuesday, 11/16
9:00 am Clothes Closet
9:30 am Food Pantry
Wednesday, 11/17
1:30 pm Red Cross Blood Drive
Thursday, 11/18
1:00 pm Dress Sewing Group
Friday, 11/19
7:30 pm Choir practice
Saturday, 11/20
8:00 am Membership Class
Next Sunday, 11/21
9:30 am Worship
After Church Brooke’s Purses assembly event
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A Special Invitation from The Generosity Team
For the past three weeks we've been learning about generosity and hearing stories of how neighbors here and
around the world have been blessed through the generosity of this church family. Today we'll have an opportunity
to bring our estimate of giving cards for 2022 to the altar for a special blessing.
Recognizing that our church family has grown through on-line participation, the generosity team would like to
extend that opportunity to folks who are not worshiping in-person by including an estimate of giving card with
this week's bulletin. Please pray about your response to God's generosity in your life and then complete your
card for the coming year. Responses can be e-mailed back, dropped off at the church office, or mailed to St.
James UMC at 646 Daniel Webster Highways, Merrimack, NH 03054. Thank you for supporting the ministries of St.
James. Your generosity makes a difference in the world every day!

Operation Care for Troops
Today is the last day to bring scarves and hats and leftover Halloween candy to St. James for the next shipment to
our troops from the armory in Nashua.

Red Cross Blood Drive
We are hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive on this Wednesday, November 17 from 1:30 to 7:00 pm. Call 1-800 RED
CROSS or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter STJAMES to schedule an appointment.

Community Arts Ministry Upcoming Programs
Thanksgiving Grace Cards: Make beautiful cards that will be a meaningful addition to your Thanksgiving table.
We’ll meet in the St. James parlor this afternoon from 2 to 3 pm. No charge, though donations will be gratefully
accepted. All ages welcome.
Acrylic Painting :
Mondays November 15 and 22 from 7-8:30 pm. There is a waiting list for this class.
Intentional Collage: Also called Visual Prayer, let the Holy Spirit “speak” to you through questions, images,
words, music, - and chocolate! Wednesday, December 1 from 6:30 to 9 pm. Cost is $15 per person. Ages 14+.
Christmas Cookies and Créches: Bring the whole family to make Christmas cookies – some to keep and some to
share with families who come to our food pantry. While the cookies bake, we’ll make créches to remember the
story of Jesus’ birth. For families with children ages 4 and older. Saturday, December 11 from 9 to 10:30 am.
Cost is $5 per child.
New! We now have online registration under the programs tab on our website www.stjames-umchurch.org. Or
call the church office at 603-424-7459 or email communityartsministry@gmail.com for information on all CAM
classes and to register.

CASA Volunteer Information Session
CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) volunteers make a life-changing difference for abused or neglected
children. Volunteers are urgently needed. You can provide a voice for a child in need. Register online today for a
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virtual info session on November 17. Learn more and register at www.casanh.org/infosessions. If you register and
are unable to attend, CASA will send you a link to the recorded session.

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship Service
This Merrimack Faith Communities event is scheduled for Thursday, November 18 at 7:00 pm at The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 110 Concord St. in Nashua. Guest Speaker will be from Brigid’s House of Hope,
New Hampshire’s first safe house for victims of human trafficking. The offering taken during the service will
benefit Brigid’s House of Hope.

Food Pantry Thanksgiving Baskets
The Food Pantry is accepting donations for Thanksgiving baskets. Items needed are turkeys, stuffing, peas,
cranberry sauce, pies and baked goods. Monetary donations to purchase fresh produce are greatly appreciated.
In order to have the baskets ready for distribution on November 23, please bring donations no later than
November 20.

Brooke’s Purses
In memory of her niece Brooke, Betty Ann Dudziak has been collecting used purses to distribute to shelters in
Manchester, Nashua and Concord along with personal care items to put in them. During coffee fellowship time
next Sunday, November 21, we will fill the purses assembly-line style. Church goers of all ages are welcome to
pitch in. See Betty Ann if you have questions.

Advent Book Study: The Heart That Grew Three Sizes- Finding Faith in the Story of The Grinch
by Matt Rawle
Join us on three Thursdays during Advent December 2, 9, and 16 from 7:00 to 8:00 pm. Like last year’s Advent
study, we will have our weekly discussions via Zoom. We have a new online registration option on our website!
Click on “Bible Study” under the
“Programs” tab. Of course you can still sign up by calling (603)424-7459, email stjamesmrmk@gmail.com, or add
your name to the sign-up sheet in the office hallway. Books are available in the church office for $15 each. Read
the first two chapters before the first Zoom discussion.

Thank you, God,
for
Everything!

2022: GRATEFUL AND GENEROUS
___ Yes, I will pray for the mission and ministry of St. James United Methodist Church
___ Yes, I will grow in my giving to the General Fund as follows:
My new financial commitment is $____________

per ____ week ____ month ____ year

for an annual total of $____________
Please return this card
with your name printed,
even if you do not provide
a designated amount,
especially if you are
requesting printed
envelopes. Thank you!

Address ____________________________________________________________________
Name (please print) _________________________________________Envelope #_______
City ____________________________________ State __________ Zip ________________
Phone(s) _______________________________ E-mail ______________________________
___ Please have the Financial Secretary contact me regarding electronic giving.
___ I/We would like printed envelopes for the coming year.
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