St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin. The
announcements are at the end of the bulletin.
The flowers which grace our altar this morning are given to the glory of God
by the Jan Souza in memory of her sister Dottie Rolling.
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23rd Sunday after Pentecost
October 31, 2021

GATHERING AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES
GATHERING MUSIC

Darlene Skene

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rev. Lynne Mentzer

GREETING OF PEACE
INTROIT

Choir
PRAYING AS JESUS TAUGHT US

CALL TO WORSHIP
Carol Marrone
L: On Halloween, children wear masks and scour their neighborhoods for treats.
P: Yet the child within us still hopes for treats from our benevolent God.
L: On All Saints’ Day, Christians remember the saints of old.
P: Yet let us also remember the saints who labor among us still.
L: Might these very different holidays inspire our worship today?
P: Yes! Let us take off our masks, remember the pioneers of our faith, and renew
our commitment to love and serve our Lord and our neighbors with grateful,
generous hearts. Amen
*HYMN
“In Unity We Lift Our Song” No. 2221
Darlene Skene
In unity we lift our song of grateful adoration,
For brothers brave and sisters strong. What cause for celebration!
For those whose faithfulness has kept us through distress,
Who’ve shared with us our plight, who’ve held us in the night, the blessed congregation.
For stories told and told again to every generation,
To give us strength in times of pain, to give us consolation.
Our spirits to revive to keep our dreams alive,
When we are far from home and evil seasons come; how firm is our foundation.
For sacred scriptures handed down, a blessed trust and treasure,
Which give us hope when hope is gone and make us weep with pleasure.
And when our eyes grow blind and death is close behind,
We shall recite them still whose words our hearts can fill with hope beyond all measure.
For God our way, our bread, our rest, of all these gifts the Giver.
Our strength, our guide, our nurturing breast whose hand will yet deliver.
Who keeps us till the day when night shall pass away,
When hate and fear are gone and all our work is done, and we shall sing forever.
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UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
“The Prayer of Saint Francis” UMH
No. 481
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace;
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
And where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master,
Grant that I may not so much seek
To be consoled as to console;
To be understood as to understand;
To be loved, as to love;
For it is in giving that we receive,
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Carol Marrone
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the
Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say
to us today. Amen.
READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES
Proverbs 11:24-25
Carol Marrone
ANTHEM
Choir
READING FROM THE GOSPEL
Matthew 11:28-30
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
A GENEROSITY MESSAGE
Nancy Burt and Cheryl Barb
*HYMN
“Here I Am, Lord” No. 593
Darlene Skene
I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?
Refrain
Here I am Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.
I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain.
I have wept for love of them. They turn way.
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send?
Refrain
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I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame,
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send?
Refrain
SHARING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Sharing Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO GENEROUS GIVING AND LIVING
ANTHEM
DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Choir
UMH No. 95

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
O God, we thank you for the many ways you offer us to grow in gratitude and
generosity. We thank you for gifts of time, talent, and treasure -- not to hog or
hoard but to share. And so receive and bless these gifts today to grow the
ministries and serve the people you have called us to, in the name of Jesus, Amen.
GOING FORTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
HYMN

“For All the Saints” No. 711

Darlene Skene

For all the saints, who from their labors rest,
Who thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy name, O Jesus, be foever blest. Alleluia, Alleluia!
Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;
Thou, Lord, their captain in the well fought fight;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light. Alleluia, Alleluia!
O may thy soldiers, faithful, true and bold,
Fight as the saints who noble fought of old,
And win with them the victor’s crown of gold. Alleluia, Alleluia!
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O blest communion, fellowship divine!
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
Yet all are one in thee, for all are thine. Alleluia, alleluia!
And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long,
Steals on the ear the distant triumph song,
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong. Alleluia, Alleluia!
From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams I the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost: Alleluia, Alleluia!
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Rev. Lynne Mentzer
Darlene Skene

Men’s Breakfast
The St. James United Methodist Men (UMM) would love to have you join them for breakfast this Saturday,
November 6 at 8:00 am at Joey’s Diner, 1 Craftsman Lane in Amherst.

Daylight Savings Time ends on November 7. Turn your clocks back one hour.
Virtual Church Conference
Our Annual Church Conference will be held via Zoom again this year. Please mark Wednesday, November 10 from
7:00 to 8:30 pm on your calendar. We will review the work of the past year, do the business of the church, and
share God’s unfolding vision for us – all in a worshipful setting.

New Members Class
Have you felt the nudge of the Holy Spirit urging you to make a deeper commitment in your faith? Have you felt a
desire to learn more about our denomination and your place in this community of faith? A New Members Class is
being planned for two Saturdays, November 13 and 20 from 9-10:30 in the conference room next to the church
office. Please contact Pastor Lynne if you are interested in attending.

Scouting for Food
On November 6, Scouts will deliver door hangers to residents statewide requesting donated food items. On
November 13, Scouts will collect donated food and make much-needed deliveries to food pantries. All nonperishable food items will be welcomed and collected by Scouts statewide. Donors are simply asked to not
donate either glass jars or frozen items. Please make sure that the food items have not passed their expiration
dates.
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Operation Care for Troops
Please bring scarves and hats to St. James by November 14 for the next shipment to our troops from the armory
in Nashua.

Community Arts Ministry Upcoming Programs
Thanksgiving Grace Cards: Make beautiful cards that will be a meaningful addition to your Thanksgiving table.
Sunday November 14 from 2 to 3 pm. No charge, though donations will be gratefully accepted. All ages
welcome.
Intentional Collage: Also called Visual Prayer, let the Holy Spirit “speak” to you through questions, images,
words, music, - and chocolate! Wednesday, December 1 from 6:30 to 9 pm. Cost is $15 per person. Ages 14+.
New! We now have online registration on our website www.stjames-umchurch.org. Or call the church office or
email communityartsministry@gmail.com for information on all CAM classes and to register.

Red Cross Blood Drive
We are hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive on Wednesday, November 17 from 1:30 to 7:00 pm. Call 1-800 RED
CROSS or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter STJAMES to schedule an appointment.

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship Service
This Merrimack Faith Communities event is scheduled for Thursday, November 18 at 7:00 pm at The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 110 Concord St. in Nashua. Guest Speaker will be from Brigid’s House of Hope,
New Hampshire’s first safe house for victims of human trafficking. The offering taken during the service will
benefit Brigid’s House of Hope.

Brooke’s Purses
In memory of her niece Brooke, Betty Ann Dudziak has been collecting used purses to distribute to shelters in
Manchester, Nashua and Concord along with personal care items to put in them. During coffee fellowship time
on Sunday, November 21, we will fill the purses assembly-line style. Church goers of all ages are welcome to pitch
in. See Betty Ann if you have questions.

Clothes Closet Needs Volunteers
There are openings for volunteer positions on the first and second Tuesdays of the month from 9 to noon.
Contact Joyce Hawkins if you would like to help.

This Week’s Events at St. James – October 24, 2021
Today, Sunday 10/31
9:30 am Worship
Tuesday, 11/2
9:00 am Clothes Closet
9:30 am Food Pantry
7:00 pm Finance meeting
Friday, 11/5
7:30 pm Choir practice
Saturday, 11/5
8:00 am Men’s Breakfast at Joey’s Diner
Bedtime Daylight savings Time ends. Turn your clocks
back 1 hour.
Next Sunday, 11/7
9:30 am Worship
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