St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin. The
announcements are at the end of the bulletin.
The flowers which grace our altar this morning are given to the glory of God
by the Fallu Family in memory of Bob Loiselle.
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22nd Sunday after Pentecost
October 24, 2021

GATHERING AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES
GATHERING MUSIC

Darlene Skene

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rev. Lynne Mentzer

GREETING OF PEACE
INTROIT

Choir
PRAYING AS JESUS TAUGHT US

CALL TO WORSHIP
L: Today, friends, we’ll talk of generosity.
P: Is generosity about giving money?

Susan Cooke

L: Yes, and more.
P: Is generosity about giving community?
L: Yes, and more.
P: Is generosity about giving Christ?
L: Yes. Today, friends, we’ll talk of giving Christ.
P: Come, let us worship God who generously gives life through the Son and
strength through the Spirit! Amen.
*HYMN
“Come! Come! Everybody Worship” No. 2271
Darlene Skene
Refrain
Come! Come! Everybody worship with a prayer or song of praise!
Come! Come! Everybody worship! Worship god always!
Worship and remember to keep the Sabbath day.
Take a rest and think of God; put your work away!
Refrain
Worship and remember the Lord’s unending care
Reaching out to love and help people everywhere!
Refrain
Worship and remember your blessings great and small.
Give to God an offering; show your thanks for all!
Refrain
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Worship and remember how Jesus long ago
Taught us how to talk to God; something we should know!
Refrain
Worship and remember that God is like a light,
Showing you the way to go, ever burning bright!
Refrain
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
O God, as we gather here today, eager to express our gratitude for blessings of
faith, family, and future plans, keep us mindful of those whose faith is tested, whose
family is troubled, whose future is uncertain. It is easy to worship when we are
grateful; yet, through your grace, all are invited to worship always, gratefully and
generously. In the name of your Son our Savior, Jesus Christ, Amen.
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Susan Cooke
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the
Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say
to us today. Amen.
NEW TESTAMENT READING
1 John 3:16-18
Susan Cooke
ANTHEM
READING FROM THE GOSPEL

1 Timothy 6:18-19

A GENEROSITY MESSAGE
*HYMN
“Freely, Freely” No. 389

Choir
Rev. Lynne Mentzer

Nancy Burt and George Kenson
Darlene Skene

God forgave my sin in Jesus’ name, I’ve been born again in Jesus’ name,
And in Jesus’ name I come to you, to share his love as he told me to.
Refrain
He said, “Freely, freely, you have received, freely, freely give.
Go in my name, and because you believe, others will know that I live.”
All power is given in Jesus’ name, in earth and heaven in Jesus’ name,
And in Jesus’ name I come to you, to share his power as he told me to.
Refrain
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SHARING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Sharing Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO GENEROUS GIVING AND LIVING
ANTHEM
DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Choir
UMH No. 95

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
God of us all, bless the gifts we bring this day. Bless them to your good use.
Bless them to serve your people. Bless them to strengthen your church. Bless
them to increase our gratitude and generosity, all to your glory. Amen.
GOING FORTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
HYMN

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” No. 400

Darlene Skene

Come, thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love.
Here I raise mine Ebenezer, hither by thy help I’m come;
And I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood.
O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!
Let thy goodness, like a fetter bind my wandering heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above.
*
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Rev. Lynne Mentzer
Darlene Skene
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Virtual Church Conference
Our Annual Church Conference will be held via Zoom again this year. Please mark Wednesday, November 10 from
7:00 to 8:30 pm on your calendar. We will review the work of the past year, do the business of the church, and
share God’s unfolding vision for us – all in a worshipful setting.

New Members Class
Have you felt the nudge of the Holy Spirit urging you to make a deeper commitment in your faith? Have you felt a
desire to learn more about our denomination and your place in this community of faith? A New Members Class is
being planned for two Saturdays, November 13 and 20 in the conference room next to the church office. Please
contact Pastor Lynne if you are interested in attending.

Community Arts Ministry Upcoming Program
Thanksgiving Grace Cards: Make beautiful cards that will be a meaningful addition to your Thanksgiving table.
Sunday November 14 from 2 to 3 pm. No charge, though donations will be gratefully accepted. All ages
welcome.
Call the church office or email communityartsministry@gmail.com for information on all CAM classes and to
register.

Clothes Closet Needs Volunteers
There are openings for volunteer positions on the first and second Tuesdays of the month from 9 to noon.
Contact Joyce Hawkins if you would like to help.

Operation Care for Troops
Please bring scarves and hats to St. James by November 14 for the next shipment to our troops from the armory
in Nashua.

Do your online shopping with AmazonSmile.
Did you know that St. James UMC is registered to receive donations from AmazonSmile? When you shop online,
go to smile.amazon.com and designate St. James United Methodist Church, Merrimack, NH as your charity. You’ll
get the same product choices and prices as you would with Amazon.com.

Knitters and Crocheters Needed
We are running low on prayer shawls. Cheryl Barb has kits in the HUB which include yarn and instructions. See
Cheryl if you would like to help.

Ushers Needed
If you would like to help with our Sunday worship services as an usher, please contact Dave Jenkins at 603-8200685 or dewi-babs@comcast.net .
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This Week’s Events at St. James – October 24, 2021
Today, Sunday 10/24
9:30 am
Worship
Tuesday, 10/26
9:00 am
Clothes Closet
9:30 am
Food Pantry
7:00 pm
Trustees meeting
Thursday, 10/28
7:00 am
Write from the Heart workshop
Friday, 10/29
7:30 pm
Choir practice
Next Sunday, 10/31
9:30 am
Worship

6

