
1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. James United Methodist Church 
  646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895 

Merrimack, NH  03054 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ministers:  Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People! 
Director of Music:  Darlene Skene 

Office Hours:  Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm 
Office Telephone:  424-7459  Parsonage:  424-2758 

Food Pantry:  Donna Johnson  440-9597 
Church E-mail:  stjamesmrmk@gmail.com 

Prayer Request E-mail:  sjprayerchain@gmail.com 
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org  

Facebook: St. James UMC 
 

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church! 

We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday. 
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the 

homepage.  Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin.   

The announcements are at the end of the bulletin.  
 

 

+ 

mailto:stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
http://www.stjames-umchurch.org/
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15th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 5, 2021  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GATHERING AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES 

GATHERING MUSIC            Darlene Skene 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS             Rev. Lynne Mentzer 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

INTROIT                       Darlene Skene 

CALL TO WORSHIP                    Robin House 

 L:  Friends, today we gather to share in holy communion. 

 P:  In bread and juice as disciples of Jesus. 

 L:  In community as members of this faith family. 

  P:  In the Spirit as those named and claimed by God. 

 L:  Let us gather and share this day in reverence and joy -  

 P:  As children of a loving, living God!  Amen  

HYMN     “Gather Us In”  No. 2236        Darlene Skene 

  Here in this place new light is streaming,  
  now is the darkness vanished away, 
  See in this space our fears and our dreamings,  
  brought here to you in the light of this day. 
  Gather us in – the lost and forsaken,  
  Gather us in – the blind and the lame; 
  Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 
  We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 
  We are the young – our lives are a myst’ry, 
  We are the old – who yearn for your face, 
  We have been sung throughout all of hist’ry, 
  Called to be light to the whole human race. 
  Gather us in – the rich and the haughty,  
  Gather us in – the proud and the strong; 
  Give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
  Give us the courage to enter the song. 
 
  Here we will take the wine and the water, 
  Here we will take the bread of new birth,  
  Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
  Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
  Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
  Give us to eat the bread that is you; 
  Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
  Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
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  Not in the dark of buildings confining, 
  Not in some heaven, light-years away,  
  But here in this place the new light is shining, 
  Now is the Kingdom, now is the day. 
  Gather us in and hold us forever,  
  Gather us in and make us your own; 
  Gather us in – all peoples together, 
  Fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

 

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD  

CHILDREN’S TIME  

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                    Robin House 

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the 

scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say 

to us today. Amen. 

READING FROM THE EPISTLES       James 2:14-17                           Robin House 

READING FROM THE GOSPEL  Mark 7:24-30       Rev. Lynne Mentzer 

 SERMON             Rev. Lynne Mentzer           

HYMN     “Standing on the Promises” No. 374       Darlene Skene 

  Standing on the promises of Christ my King,  
  Through eternal ages let his praises ring; 
  Glory in the highest, I will shout and sing,  
  Standing on the promises of God. 
 
  Refrain 
  Standing, standing, standing on the promises of God my Savior; 
  Standing, standing, I’m standing on the promises of God. 
 
  Standing on the promises that cannot fail,  
  When the howling storms of doubt and fear assail, 
  By the living word of God I shall prevail, 
  Standing on the promises of God. 
  Refrain 
 
  Standing on the promises of Christ the Lord, 
  Bound to him eternally by love’s strong cord, 
  Overcoming daily with the Spirit’s sword,  
  Standing on the promises of God. 
  Refrain 
 
  Standing on the promises I cannot fall, 
  Listening every moment to eht Spirit’s call, 
  Resting in my savior as y all in all, 
  Standing on the promises of God, 
  Refrain 
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SHARING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD 

 THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  

A Mennonite Communion Liturgy 

 
Who is invited to the Lord’s Table? 

All are invited.  The young and the old, the rich and the poor, the lowest and the 

least, sinners and saints together in communion.   Let us find our place here where 

there are no strangers, outcasts,  or unwelcome foreigners, only brothers and sisters 

in the eyes of God.  

 

Why do we give thanks at this table? 

We give thanks because Jesus shows us the way. 

We give thanks because Jesus is the Way to life. 

Jesus is a gift from God to bless and redeem the world.  His name, Immanuel, means 

God with us.  Therefore, we come to his table in gratitude and thanksgiving for his 

life and for our life in him. 

 

Why do we share bread and juice at this table? 

We share the bread because on the night before Jesus died, he shared bread with his 

friends.  He gave them bread, saying:  “This is my body which is given for you.  Do 

this in remembrance of me.” 

 

Then he took a cup of wine, saying:  “Drink from this cup. This is my blood of the 

new covenant which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this in 

remembrance of me.” 

 

What do we remember at this table? 

We remember Jesus’ birth among us and his presence with us always. 

We remember his life and his love. 

We remember his sacrificial death on the cross. 

We remember the resurrection and his promise of eternal life. 

We remember our hope of seeing him again. 

 

Let us pray: 

God of grace, thank you for this bread and juice, and for the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ.   

God of hope, fill these sacred gifts before us and each of your children gathered here today 

with your Holy Spirit, that we might have the wisdom to understand the mystery of this table 

and the depth, height, and breadth of your love for us.  Through this holy meal, strengthen 

us to be followers of Jesus, a community of faith and peace in a broken world.  Amen. 
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Please join us in the Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory forever.  Amen. 

 

The table of our Lord is duly prepared and blessed.  Eat the bread and drink the juice that 

you have prepared for yourself at home followed by a time of quiet prayer. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   

 Silent Prayer 

 Sharing Joys and Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer 

INVITATION TO GENEROUS GIVING AND LIVING 

OFFERING   

DOXOLOGY                     Darlene Skene 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION   

Gracious God, how can we even begin to understand your healing grace?  How can 

we ever be worthy of your love?  We can’t – and yet, we receive your gifts with 

grateful hearts.  Let our generosity grow as our gift to you, even as your blessing 

upon these gifts grows the ministries of this church.  We ask this in Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 
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  This Week’s Events at St. James – September 5, 2021 
Today, Sunday 9/5 9:30 am         Worship with communion 

Tuesday, 9/7 9:00 am         Clothes Closet  
9:30 am         Food Pantry  
7:00pm          Finance Committee meeting  

Wednesday, 9/8 10:30 am       Zoom Virtual Coffee Hour 

Saturday, 9/11 8:00 am         Trustees Work Day 
9:00 am         Healthy School Snacks Activity 

Next Sunday, 9/12 9:30 am         Worship with Blessing of the Backpacks 

 

GOING FORTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 HYMN     “God Be With You Till We Meet Again”  No. 672   Darlene Skene 

 God be with you till we meet again; by his counsels guide, uphold you, 
 With his sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again. 
 
 Refrain 
 Till  we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Jesus’ feet; 
 Till we meet, till we meet, God be with you till we meet again. 
 
 God be with you till we meet again; neath his wings securely hide you, 
 Daily manna still provide you; God be with you till we meet again. 
 Refrain 
 
 God be with you till we meet again; when life’s perils thick confound you, 
 Put his arms unfailing round you; God be with you till we meet again. 
 Refrain 
 
 God be with you till we meet again; keep love’s banner floating o’er you, 
 Smite death’s threatening wave before you; God be with you till we meet again. 
 Refrain 
 

BLESSING                                        Rev. Lynne Mentzer 

POSTLUDE                           Darlene Skene 

 

 

The flowers which grace our altar this morning are given to the glory of God 

by David and Robin House in honor of their anniversary. 
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Community Arts Ministry Upcoming Programs 
Betty Ann Dudziak will lead an activity - Healthy School Snacks on Saturday, September 11 from 9 to 11:30 am in 

fellowship hall.  Contact the church office if you are interested in participating. 

Ushers Needed 
If you would like to help with our Sunday worship services as an usher, please speak to Dave Jenkins. 
 

Trustees Work Day 
After taking a break for the hot summer months, our trustees will host another church work day on Saturday, 
September 11 from 8 am to noon.   
 

Welcoming New Friends 
Next Sunday, September 12, we will be blessed to hear a message from Olga and Patrice Viakinnou.  Olga is an LPN, 

currently on full scholarship to Riviere University in Nashua to become an RN.  Patrice is an ordained minister, church 

planter, and pastoral counselor.  Olga and Patrice have three sons: Olukpe, attending SNHU; Olushola, age 10, and Oludara, 

age 7.  They live at Maple Ridge in Merrimack and have been worshipping with us for several months.  We welcome them 

and their testimony to the power of God's guidance and love in their lives. 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
Kids of all ages can bring their backpacks to church on Sunday, September 12 for a special back-to-school blessing.  
 

Sewing Group for Dress a Girl Around the World 
A sewing workday is being planned for anyone interested in sewing dresses or helping in other way by cutting out 
dresses and/or pressing them.  We plan to meet in the Wesley Room the third Thursday of each month or more 
frequently depending on the interest.  The first gathering will be September 17, 2021 from 1-3 PM.  A head count 
would be helpful so please call the church office if this is something you would like to help with or talk with Cheryl 
Barb or Diane Tate. 

 
Travel Opportunity:  Spiritual Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
Join the New England Conference Episcopal Office on an 11 day Spiritual Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, starting at 
$3,098 from Boston, MA departing on February 14, 2022. Visit the Conference website 
www.neumc.org/leadershiplearning/spiritualformation/holy-land for more information.  
Note about passports: For those of you considering making the pilgrimage but do not yet have a passport, please 
note that the regular application process for U.S. passports is taking up to six months. The expedited process is 
still an option, but is taking longer than usual as well. Also note that your passport should be valid for at least 6 
months beyond your travel dates. 

our passport should be valid for at least 6 months beyond your travel dates. 

 

 

http://www.neumc.org/leadershiplearning/spiritualformation/holy-land

