St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin.
The announcements are at the end of the bulletin.
The flowers which grace our altar this morning are given to the glory of God
by Jim and Debbe Walter in honor of Barbara Walter.
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Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP
GATHERING MUSIC

Amy Marrello

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rev. Lynne Mentzer

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
INTROIT

“Sanctuary” No. 2164

Amy Marrello

CALL TO WORSHIP
Joyce Hawkins
L: People of God, are you hungry?
P: Yes! We’re hungry for hope in Christ.
L: Are you thirsty?
P: Yes, we’re thirsty for peace with justice.
L: Are you ready to worship God?
P: Yes! Praise be to God, source of hope, peace and justice! Amen.
HYMN

“All Who Hunger” TFWS No. 2126 (vs 1,2)

Amy Marrello

All who hunger, gather gladly; holy manna is our bread.
Come from wilderness and wandering. Here, in truth, we will be fed.
You that yearn for days of fullness, all around us is our food.
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good.
All who hunger, never strangers; seeker, be a welcome guest.
Come from restlessness and roaming. Here, in joy, we keep the feast.
We that once were lost and scattered in communion’s love have stood.
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good.
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
. CHILDREN’S TIME
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Joyce Hawkins
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the
scriptures are read and your word proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say
to us today. Amen.
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READING FROM THE EPISTLES

1 John 4:16b, 19-21

READING FROM THE GOSPEL

John 15:1, 4-5a

Joyce Hawkins
Rev. Lynne Mentzer

SERMON
HYMN

“For the Bread Which You Have Broken” No. 614 (vs. 1, 4)

Amy Marrello

For the bread which you have broken, for the wine which you have poured,
For the words which you have spoken, now we give you thanks, O Lord.
In your service, Lord, defend us, in our hearts keep watch and ward;
In the world where you have sent us, let your kingdom come, O Lord.
SHARING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
COMMUNION
Leader: Let us remember why we gather.
We gather in the name of our Lord. The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: We offer our hearts and lives to the Lord.
People: It is our joy to give thanks and praise to God.
Leader: Recognizing that we share this blessed meal with believers in physical and
spiritual solidarity, we humbly take our place as disciples of Jesus, forgive one
another and pray for peace.
People: Holy are you, O God, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, whose life,
death and resurrection makes possible new life, transformation and the
assurance of eternal life in you for all.
Leader: Let us remember what Jesus did. It was in table fellowship that Jesus shared
his last meal with his followers. We lift the bread as he did; and we share it
remembering his words:
People: “This is my body, given for you. Eat and remember me.”
Leader: We also lift and bless the cup as he did; and we share it remembering his
words:
People: “This is my blood, shed for you. Drink and remember me.”
Leader: Let us remember the mystery of faith:
People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Leader: Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit on all who gather in your name, and on
the bread and juice that nourish our spirits. Make them be for us the bread of
life and the cup of salvation through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Make us one in love, one in faithfulness, and one in ministry to all the world as
we seek and reflect the presence of your Word among us.
People: Amen.
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Leader: Let us remember the blessing of community. It is not for us alone that this gift was
given.
People: For God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, so that whoever believes
may enter eternal life
Leader: And so we renew our covenant to love God and to love one another as Jesus
loves us.
People: May the sacrament of holy communion strengthen us to love kindness, do
justice and walk humbly with God, this day and always. Amen
Leader: And now let us share bread and juice in holy remembrance.
THE LORD’S PRAYER:
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Sharing Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
INVITATION TO GENEROUS GIVING AND LIVING
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Gracious God, all that we have is yours. All that we earn is through your grace. All
that we enjoy is to your glory. As we offer our gifts and tithes this day to support the
ministries of your church, let us do so with deep gladness; for you are our loving
God and we are your grateful people. We offer this prayer and our very selves in
Jesus’ holy name, Amen.
GOING FORTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
* HYMN
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” No. 384 (vs. 1,2)
Amy Marrello
Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down;
Fix in us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure unbounded love thou art;
Visit us with thy salvation; enter every trembling heart.
Breathe, o breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast!
Let us all in thee inherit; let us find that second rest.
Take away our bent to sinning; Alpha and Omega be;
End of faith as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty.
* BLESSING
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
POSTLUDE
CLOSING HYMN

Amy Marrello
“On Eagle’s Wings” No. 143

Sung Outside
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This Week’s Events at St. James – May 2, 2021
Today, Sunday 5/2
Tuesday, 5/4
Wednesday, 5/5
Saturday, 5/8

Next Sunday, 5/9

9:30 am
9:30 am
7:00pm
10:30 am
8:00 am
9:00 am
1:00 pm
9:15 am
9:30 am

Worship with Communion
Food Pantry
Finance Committee meeting
Zoom Virtual Coffee Hour
Church work day
Clothes Closet
Mother’s Day Tea
Outdoor children’s message and hymn sing
Worship

ZOOM In for Virtual Coffee Hour Wednesday Mornings
At 10:30 AM each Wednesday morning, 16-20 church friends turn on their laptop computers and ZOOM in for our
weekly virtual coffee hour. Invitations are e-mailed out to the entire church family no later than Tuesday afternoon
– just click and join in on Wednesday morning. Won’t you join us? If you haven’t received your invitation by e-mail,
please contact the church office. Hope to see you Wednesday!

Church Work Day
Join us on Saturday, May 8 from 8am to noon. We’ll be doing yard work on the north side of the building –
specifically tackling a large pile of brush. Bring work gloves, rakes and pick-up trucks to bring brush to the landfill.

Mother’s Day Tea
Join us on Saturday, May 8 from 1 to 3 pm for tea and refreshments. No charge. Seating is limited – tables of 2-4
people. Make reservations by calling the church office at 424-7459 or email stjamesmrmk@gmail.com. Face
coverings must be worn to enter the building.

Outdoor Children’s Message Next Sunday
In addition to our outdoor hymn sing before church, Pastor Lynne would like to invite all families to come for an
outdoor children’s message next Sunday, May 9 at 9:15 am. Everyone will wear masks and maintain physical
distancing as we gather in the courtyard.

"Deep and Wide" Conference Resource Day with Leonard Sweet
May 22, 2021 from 10 am - 12 pm. We will travel together simultaneously deep (local) and wide (global) in
looking at the importance of four key metaphors for the future:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Do Little Large: Small is All. The Particular is of Universal Significance. Can you taste your church’s terroir?
Sozo Jesus (Sozo means “save” or “heal”).
Mandorla Sweet Spot (Jesus always comes in surround sound). Can you hear the double ring?
Deep Breathing exercises (Holy Spirit Breathings and Breathology)

Clergy and Laity are encouraged to join in this online session. Visit www.neumc.org for details and to register.
5

Brigid’s House of Hope Kitchen Drive
Brigid’s House of Hope is New Hampshire’s first safe house for victims of human trafficking. Hannah Essa,
Program Manager at Bridgid’s House of Hope is organizing a kitchen drive to outfit the kitchens at the shelter with
necessary supplies. The St. James Outreach Team would like to contribute by providing enough items for one of
the kitchens. Outreach Team leader Chris Kiss will keep track of which items are donated to ensure that we check
off all of the items on the list without duplicates. Please call Chris at 424-1782 if you would like to donate to this
worthwhile cause.
Kitchen Supplies List
Pots & pans:

2 saucepans(small/large)
1-2 large stock pots
2 saute pans (small/large)
tea kettle
Kitchen utensils:
spatulas
cooking spoons
ladle
slotted spoon
whisk
tongs
utensil holder
Kitchen tools:
can opener
vegetable peeler
grater
food thermometer
kitchen shears
Small appliances:
mixer
food processor
coffee maker
blender
toaster/toaster oven
Mixing bowls, various sizes
Measuring cup set
Measuring spoon set
Colander/strainer
Cutting board set
Set of cooking knives
Food storage container set
Baking trays
Baking dishes – 9x13 and 8x8
Oven mitts/ pot holders
Sponges & dish soap
Kitchen towels
Dinnerware set (dinner plates, small plates, bowls – service for 4-6)
Flatware (service for 4-6)
Set of cups (service for 4-6)
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