St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin.
The announcements are at the end of the bulletin.
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March 7, 2021
Generosity Series “Risky Business”
and

GATHERING AS THE FAMILY OF GOD
GATHERING MUSIC

Darlene Skene

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT

Rev. Lynne Mentzer
Darlene Skene

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP
INTRODUCTION TO THE LENTEN STORY
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Nancy Burt
We come here to encounter the teachings of Jesus. Many wanted to destroy him
for these teachings, and sometimes we too find his words challenging. Forgive
us, God. Let us be shaped into new people, made in the mold of justice, not the
stamp of Caesar’s coin. You entered our story through Jesus, now help us to
enter fully into the story of your kin-dom on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.
MOMENT OF SILENCE
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Know this: there are people whose lives have been changed completely by this
story of love and passion. Transformation is possible. We are forgiven and freed,
encouraged and loved by a God who wants us to live fully, through Son and
Spirit.
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ENTERING THE LENTEN STORY
HYMN

“Lord, Speak to Me” No. 463 (vs. 1,5)

Darlene Skene

Lord, speak to me, that I may speak
In living echoes of thy tone;
As thou hast sought, so let me seek
Thine erring children lost and lone.
O use me, Lord, use even me,
Just as thou wilt, and when, and where,
Until thy blessed face I see,
Thy rest, thy joy, thy glory share.
.
SCRIPTURE STORYTIME
Matthew 22:15-22
ARTWORK
The Tribute Money by James J.J. Tissot
A VOICE FROM THE CROWD
REFLECTION
The Teachings: Risking Challenge
HYMN
“Fill My Cup, Lord” No. 641
Fill my cup, Lord, I lift it up, Lord.
Come and quench this thirsting of my soul.
Bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more;
Fill my cup, fill it up and make me whole.
LOVE FEAST

with Robin House
Nancy Burt
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
Darlene Skene

with Noreen Hoisington
PRAYING AS JESUS TAUGHT US

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen.
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GIVING GENEROUSLY AS WE HAVE RECEIVED
RISKING CHALLENGE

Nancy Burt

PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF GIFTS AND TITHES
O God, as we ask your blessing on the gifts we bring this day and on our
commitment to being your generous people, we ask your blessing on gifts and
givers in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

GOING FORTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
“Shalom to You” No. 666

HYMN

Darlene Skene

Shalom to you now, Shalom, my friends.
May God’s full mercies bless you, my friends.
In all your living and through your loving,
Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom.
BLESSING
EXTROIT

Darlene Skene

Worship materials used with permission from Marcia McFee and the Worship Design
Studio; “Art in the Christian Tradition” from the Vanderbilt Divinity Library; and Entering Into
the Passion of Jesus by Amy Jill Levine.

This Week’s Events at St. James – March 7, 2021
Today, Sunday 3/7
Tuesday, 3/9
Wednesday, 3/10
Thursday, 3/11
Saturday, 3/13
Next Sunday, 3/14

9:30 am
Online worship with Love Feast and optional inperson communion
9:30 am
Food Pantry
7:00 pm
Church Council meeting
10:30 am Zoom Virtual Coffee Hour
7:00 pm
Lenten Bible Study via Zoom
9:00 am
Clothes Closet
9:30 am
Online worship
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In-Person Communion Today
Our worship services are recorded and available on YouTube, but on Communion Sundays we will also offer inperson communion in the sanctuary. Communion will be served between 9:30-10 AM today. As before, enter
through the side door at the top of the ramp, masks and physical distancing are required.

ZOOM In for Virtual Coffee Hour Wednesday Mornings
At 10:30 AM each Wednesday morning, 16-20 church friends turn on their laptop computers and ZOOM in for our weekly
virtual coffee hour. Invitations are e-mailed out to the entire church family no later than Tuesday afternoon – just click and
join in on Wednesday morning. We check in with each other, share stories and God-moments, pray and laugh together. Won’t
you join us? If you haven’t received your invitation by e-mail, please contact the church office. Hope to see you Wednesday!

Lenten Book Study
It’s not too late to join our Lenten book study. We meet via Zoom from 7-8 pm on 6 Thursday evenings. The
remaining dates are March 11, 18 and 25. The book "Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner's Guide to Holy
Week" by Amy-Jill Levine explores the biblical texts surrounding the Passion story, raising ethical and spiritual
questions for readers, and how we all face risk in our Christian experience. Sign up by calling the church office at
424-7459 or email stjamesmrmk@gmail.com. We will send Zoom invitations by email.

The Clothes Closet is Open.
The Clothes Closet is now open on Saturday mornings from 9 to noon. No appointment necessary. Due to an
overwhelming number of recent clothing donations, we will not be accepting donations at this time.

Collection boxes for the following items can be found in fellowship hall. Please continue to save:
Used postage stamps for the Wounded Warriors. Please remember to leave ¼ in of the envelope around each
stamp.
Used Eye/Sunglasses for Lions Clubs International.
Aluminum can tabs to benefit the Shriners Hospitals for Children. Please bring the tabs from aluminum beverage
cans only. Tabs from soup and other canned foods are steel and cannot be mixed with aluminum when it is
recycled.
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