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Pastor’s Message

Dear Friends,
How many articles, blogs, tweets, Facebook postings and e-mails have you read so far about the changes
COVID-19 has brought to our lives? We’re now at the one year anniversary and it seems everyone is analyzing
the long-term effects of the pandemic. Of course, it still helps to have a sense of humor. In the midst of all
this serious analysis, I received the following:
If 2020 was a math-word problem: If you’re going down a river at 2 MPH and your canoe loses a wheel,
how much pancake mix would you need to re-shingle your house? (Hint: If you’re trying to answer this,
you’ve been self-quarantining far too long.)
What about Easter? How many friends have forwarded any kind of analysis to you about the long-term effects
of Easter on our lives? That’s what I thought. And yet, what Jesus accomplished in three years of itinerant
ministry, one week of intentional mentoring, one day of tortured surrender, and another day of miraculous
transformation changed our whole world forever. Yes, libraries are bursting at the seams with books on
Christology … but somehow we tend to accept the dazzling mystery of Easter much more easily than the
microbiological fact of yet another virus.
Easter means there’s more to this life than what meets the eye. Easter means God and Jesus and Spirit and
love and forgiveness and eternal life are real. Easter means there’s still hope, in spite of our failings. Easter
means there’s always joy, in spite of our sorrows. Easter means love wins, in spite of the hate we inflict and
suffer from now. Easter means God never gives up on us.
Easter means COVID-19 will fade away and life will go on. Maybe for the better. Think of the people and
simple pleasures we long for – Easter reminds us that love and life are blessings. Think of the good work that
the church has been able to do despite pandemic protocols – Easter reminds us that ministry is our shared
calling, in-person, on-line, or in-between. Life goes on. Love wins. Praise God!
Sometime down the road I won’t be surprised to hear that “2020” has become a code word for disaster; as in
“Boy, did you see the pile-up on the interstate? What a 2020!” But perhaps we can go one better and make
“Easter” a code word for hope; as in “Boy, it sure was a tough year, but I never lost my Easter!”
Easter blessings,
Lynne
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WORSHIP
Resume in-person Worship on Palm Sunday!
We are happy to announce that we have returned to in-person worship! 35 happy parishioners were here on Palm
Sunday, March 28. We sang hymns outside before entering the sanctuary for the service. We’ll do that again for the
two Easter services as well.
Since physical distance guidelines limits the capacity of the sanctuary, please call or email the church office with your
reservations. Enter through the side door at the top of the ramp and wear a mask. Hand sanitizer will be provided and
you will be seated at the direction of the ushers. A live-stream option is available for those who cannot attend inperson.

Please call or email the church office to make your reservation for Sunday services.
Palm Sunday

March 28

9:30 am

Arrive 10 minutes before the service for outdoor hymn
sing while wearing masks

Maundy Thursday

April 1

5-6 pm

In-person communion

Good Friday

April 2

12- 3 pm

Church open for quiet prayer

Easter Sunday

April 4

6:00 am
9 and 11am

Ecumenical Sunrise Service at Watson Park
St. James Church Easter Sunday services with communion.
Arrive 10 minutes before the service for outdoor hymn sing
while wearing masks.

Vera Leona Campbell was baptized on Sunday, March 11. Her
baptism was officiated by grandparents Rev. Lynne Mentzer and
Rev. Dr. Jim Mentzer and witnessed by her Godmother Lena
Viazmitinova. We welcome Vera to our family of faith and
congratulate her parents Max and Maria.
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World Parish Citation Recognizes
Mission Share Giving
Out of the 84 churches in the Granite District, St.
James was one of 52 that met the goal of paying
100% of our 2020 Mission Shares. As a token of
thanks, we received a citation that is framed and
hanging in the church office. The citation was
accompanied by a letter from District
Superintendent Rev. Taesung Kang exclaiming that,
“through mission share giving, we have enabled
laity and clergy throughout the New England
conference to participate in District Resource Days
and provided leadership for our camping and
retreat ministries. Mission Shares supported
Equitable Compensation Fund Grants across New
England, supported schools and supplied
educational materials for students around the
world, provided healing ministries in the form of
medical facilities and personnel, clean water,
missionaries, and advocacy for human rights, all of
which served to extend and promote the love of
God.”

Sign Up for Altar Flowers
Starting on April 11 – the first Sunday after Easter,
we will resume weekly flower arrangements on
the altar. Please call or email the church office if
you would like to choose one or more Sundays to
purchase the flower arrangement in memory or in
honor of a loved one or to commemorate a
special celebration. You may take the
arrangement home after the worship service.
Flower arrangements cost $20.00 each. Make
checks payable to St. James UMC and write “altar
flowers” on the memo line.

General Conference Postponed Again
Excerpts from a March 22, 2021 UMNews article
by Heather Hahn
The Commission on the General Conference
announced that COVID-19’s threat has forced the
postponement of the global denominations’s top
lawmaking assembly a second time. The full General
Conference, originally set for May 2020, is now
scheduled for Aug. 29-Sept. 6, 2022. The meeting
location is still Minneapolis.

Get Well Wishes

A technology study team concluded and the
commission agreed that no virtual solution could
overcome barriers that include a 16-hour time
difference across the denomination, inequities in
internet access and the need for vote security. Of
the 862 delegates elected to the coming General
Conference, 55.9% come from the U.S., 32% from
Africa, 6% from the Philippines, 4.6% from Europe
and the remainder from concordat churches that
have close ties to The United Methodist Church.

Darlene Skene is planning to have shoulder
surgery on May 12. Her last performance as
organist before her medical leave will be April 25.
Amy Marello and Katy Rogers will fill in as guest
organists while Darlene is recovering,
Let’s all pray for a successful surgery and quick
and complete healing. You may send get well
cards to Darlene at 1 Dick Dr. Merrimack, NH
03054
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April 2021 Diversity Discussions
Submitted by Beverly Doolan
With so much of our energy consumed by the pandemic, and by our worries related to
basic human needs of health and safety, we have sometimes needed to set aside our
commitments to moving ahead with work to promote diversity, inclusion, and equity.
The UMC has had to postpone decision-making conversations and conferences.
In many organizations, we have needed to invest in local logistics rather than global concerns. Everywhere, we
have had to rethink what it means to “work together” on projects and priorities. It all makes sense, although
now that the future is looking brighter in terms of beating this virus, it feels like it is time for us at St. James to
re-energize ourselves in working toward our core values, including inclusivity. As you contemplate ideas for
how you can make a difference in promoting diversity, equity, and inclusion within our community at St. James,
consider this article from the Boston Consulting Group that talks about the important impact that consistent
effort can ensure: https://www.bcg.com/publications/2020/value-of-investing-in-diversity-equity-andinclusion-during-a-pandemic

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Looking for VBS Volunteers
VBS is back! This year’s theme is Rocky Railway – Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through.
The tentative dates are Friday August 13 from 6-8:30 pm and Saturday August
14 from 9am to 3 pm. There is an online option, too, but by waiting until the
end of summer, we’re hoping to see everyone in person. Visit our online
registration webpage for volunteers and participants:
www.vbspro.events/p/9a8228 or contact the church office.

Sunday School News
Submitted by Robin House
There are 8 weeks remaining to our 2020-2021
Whole People of God Sunday school curriculum.
The publisher is offering an early bird discount if
we purchase our 2021-2022 curriculum by May 3.
I would love to have feedback from parents. Are
you and your children enjoying the Whole People
of God curriculum?
Of course, it would be more fun if we could do it
together. I hope that we can return to in-person
Sunday school by September. Please let me know
if you feel like God is calling you to be a Sunday
school teacher.

Keep Informed on Denominational News
Visit UMNews.org for online articles and
commentaries about what is happening in the
church worldwide. For daily email updates, go
to newsdesk@umcom.org.
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OUTREACH

Clothes Closet Ready for Spring
Submitted by Joyce Hawkins
Thanks to the hard work of our volunteers,
The Clothes Closet is well stocked with spring
clothes. We are open on Saturday mornings
from 9 to noon. No appointment necessary.

Dress a Girl Around the World
Still Going Strong


HYGIENE KITS
Submitted by Cheryl Barb
We are now gearing up for our annual April
collection drive of Hygiene Kits for UMCOR, United
Methodist Committee on Relief. The contents of
each kit have been selected with care, based on
years of experience to make them as useful as
possible, whenever and wherever they are sent. It
is important that kits contain only the requested
items-nothing more. Won’t you please help by
making a monetary contribution to pay for kits to
be assembled.
The kits I’ve assembled cost $5.00. This includes
the $1.00 for toothpaste. A check can be made out
to St James with a memo for “Hygiene Kits”.
Thank you in advance for your generosity. If you
have any questions, please contact Cheryl Barb at
cherab@comcast.net, cell phone 494-1959.
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Dress a Girl Around the World is a campaign under
Hope 4 Women International bringing dignity to
girls and women around the world since 2006. They
want girls to know that they are worthy of respect
and that they are loved by God.
According to Dianne Tate, volunteers in our area
have sewn and sent 735 dresses since we joined the
movement in 2018 and have over 100 more ready
for the next shipment! Dresses are donated to the
worldwide organization which distributes them to
more than 90 countries around the world. As they
give the dresses to girls in need they also warn
them and their parents/guardians of the traps of
human trafficking. If we educate them and their
parents/guardians they are less likely to be
deceived.
If you would like to help with our local efforts to
sew dresses, contact Dianne Tate at
dianne.purple@comcast.net.
For more information about the organization, visit
www.dressagirlaroundtheworld.com.

FELLOWSHIP

Calling All Men!
High School & College Graduates

The St. James United Methodist Men (UMM) would
love to have you join them for breakfast on the first
Saturday of every month.
RSVP to George Fisher at fishergf@comcast.net so
he knows how many people to expect.
Please wear a mask when entering the diner.
Date: Saturday, April 3
Time: 8:00 am
Place: Joey’s Diner,
1 Craftsman Lane, Amherst

If you would like your graduate included in a
future newsletter, please email the church
office You may include some or all of the
following information: graduation date,
school name, college plans, degree earned,
future plans, photo, etc.
Email: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
Summer Camp Update Last Update: March 22, 2021
Wanakee’s year-round staff and volunteers on our Board and Committees are
focused on the painstaking work of developing plans for Wanakee to open in
2021. We are cautiously optimistic that we will be able to re-open, in-person,
this summer. With so much new information, we are developing contingency
plans for a range of scenarios.
Overnight camp guidelines were released on Thursday 3/11. We are considering and interpreting them in our
context in the coming week(s), and believe they will allow us to make decisions about the structure and format
of our summer programming relatively soon - hopefully by early April. Thanks again for your patience! Visit
www.wanakee.org for updates.
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NEW! Community Arts Ministry
at St. James United Methodist Church
submitted by Rev. Lynne Mentzer
Our 2018 Ministry Action Plan has two goals: To relocate and expand our Food Pantry and to expand ministries
with children, youth and families. Goal #1 was successfully completed in September 2019 – we’re now ready
to begin work on goal #2.
An email survey of our parents resulted in enthusiastic support for an arts ministry. An action team has been
formed and is planning to implement this new ministry in the fall. The ministry goal is to create a community
arts ministry at St. James so that children, youth and family members of all ages, within and beyond the church,
can experience God’s presence and grow in faith through creativity and community.
Potential programs include painting, scrapbooking, clowning, creative writing, woodworking, fabric arts and
more. If you have a creative gift that you would like to teach, please let Pastor Lynne know.

Happy Birthday, Town of Merrimack!
On April 2, 1746, Governor Benning Wentworth signed a
charter establishing that the land from Pennichuck Brook to
the Souhegan River became the Town of Merrymac.
On April 2, 2021, the Town of Merrimack will officially
commemorate its 275th Anniversary.
Visit https://merrimacknh.gov/275th for updates of anniversary events. They also have a Facebook page
Merrimack275th.

Not Quite a 5K Road Race
As part of the town’s year-long celebration, the Parks and Recreation Department invites you to the 2.75 mile
“Not Quite a 5K Run/Walk.” Runners will receive a commemorative race medal and a T-shirt.
Date: Saturday, May 15
Time: 10:00 am
Cost: $25
Register by May 1 at www.merrimackparksandrec.org.
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Community Cleanup Day
Saturday, April 10 from 10am to 12 pm
Meeting location: Merrimack Town Hall
Show your love for Merrimack by signing up to be part of our socially distant
community clean-up day. Help us clean up our parks, open space area and
adopt a road locations. You can sign up as a group or as an individual.
When you register, you will select the location that you are interested in
cleaning up. This will allow us to ensure that we don't have too many groups
going to the same location.
Register at www.merrimackparksandrec.org.

Town Anniversary Events Offered by Merrimack Library
Visit the library website www.merrimacklibrary.org for details and to
register for programs.

Intro to Genealogy
Wednesday, April 7 from 6:30 – 8:00 pm via ZOOM
Learn to explore your heritage with this introductory session to genealogy! Head of Adult Services and Societal
Genealogist Max Blanchette and Interlibrary Loan Coordinator Casey Bernard will provide a precursory
overview on genealogical records, tools, and techniques to help you get the most out of your family history
research.

Trivia Night
Wednesday April 21 from 6:30 – 8:00 pm via ZOOM
Five rounds of trivia will allow you to test your knowledge on local history, current events, and more. We will
be using Kahoot to play the trivia game and Zoom to share trivia questions.

Earth Day is Thursday, April 22.
Be a Good Steward of God’s creation
on Earth Day and every day.
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SMALL BLESSINGS
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