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Pastor’s Message
Dear Friends,
If we just look at the events of Holy Week, it’s hard to see where they’re leading. A ragtag
procession, a marketplace outburst, sparring with Pharisees, dinner with friends – there
doesn’t seem to be a logical progression or a well thought out plan that leads Jesus from the
gates of Jerusalem to the cross. No wonder the disciples were perplexed and afraid through
most of Jesus’ last days.
So what would you do if you could plan the last week of your life? Interesting question. Who
would you spend time with? What would you do? What loose ends would you tie up? Would
you make amends with an estranged friend? What words of love or advice would you leave
with your loved ones?
Jesus lived his last week on earth the way he lived every week of his life: with integrity,
compassion and purpose. He didn’t deny his emotions but he didn’t let them take over. He
didn’t deny his followers but he didn’t let them alter his course. Human and divine, Jesus lived
on earth never forgetting that heaven was before him.
Perhaps this is yet another gift of Easter. Imagine our lives if we never lost sight of heaven
before us! If we lived as Jesus did … if our integrity, compassion and purpose never wavered …
what might be different? Most everything.
Of all the images we have of the events of Holy Week, for many it is the image of Jesus praying
in the garden of Gethsemane that inspires us to “go and do likewise.” We don’t know all that
Jesus prayed that night, but we do know that he found peace and strength by affirming his
trust in God’s will above his own.
As our journey through Lent continues, let us follow Jesus not only to “the cross, the grave, the
sky” but to live our days as he did: with integrity, compassion and purpose … trusting in God’s
will above our own. Our worship series this year is called “Risky Business” because following
Jesus in these ways is as risky as it gets; yet, being perplexed and afraid is no longer an option.
Jesus walks with us. Heaven is before us. Thanks be to God!
Lenten blessings,
Lynne
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WORSHIP
Online Worship Continues
The next meeting of the St. James Church Council will be March 9. One important item on the agenda is to
reevaluate whether to go back to our socially distanced in-person worship services with live-stream option or
to continue online-only worship. We will make an announcement by email and provide information on our
website.

Watch your email inbox and bulletin announcements page for details
of worship times and whether services will be held in-person or online.
Palm Sunday

March 28

Maundy Thursday

April 1

Good Friday

April 2

Easter Sunday

April 4

Malcom Forbes
Our church family mourns the passing of Malcom Forbes who lost his
brave battle with pancreatic cancer on February 9. A service of
remembrance was held here at St. James on February 13 when his
family shared their memories of his life. A committal service will be
planned in the spring. We send our prayers to his wife Becky,
daughters Leslie, Catherine and Jennifer, and their families.
Tom Galvin
We extend our deepest sympathy to Marge Galvin and her family in
the loss of her husband Tom on February 11. Tom was a Vietnam
Veteran who served two tours in the Army. His memorial service was
held at the Veteran’s Cemetery in Boscawen, NH on February 17.
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During my quiet time in the morning with the Lord, He has often put a narrative in my mind which requires
pen and paper. The devotions are paused, as He sends the words to me to record.

How to get connected
Submitted by Carole Vandermark
Our culture has changed in the last several years. We think of judging other people as we have been taught
and consider those we judge to be unworthy of dignity and we take great satisfaction in demeaning them.
One day, we may wake up and wonder what ever happened to the child in us that was welcoming and fun.
Why are we, all of a sudden, so critical of one another? Then we might say, “from now on, I will change, I’ll be
kinder and more tolerant.” And for a while we try and try but we discover there is something missing. As
hard as we might struggle we cannot succeed. Think of an electric fan. You want to turn it on because it will
give you relief from the heat of the day. You twist and push the buttons but it still isn’t working. Then you
realize, the fan is not plugged in. We NEED to be plugged in to Jesus, and not for just a little while but
continuously. The result is miraculous. The peace that passes all understanding even in the fiercest storm can
be ours.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Lenten Bible Study
There are four weeks left to our Lenten bible study using the book “Entering the
Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week” by Amy-Jill Levine. It’s not too
late to join us.
Remaining dates: Thursdays March 4, 11, 18 and 25
Time: 7:00-8:00 pm
Location: We will meet via Zoom, so you can participate from home or anywhere.
Sign up by calling the church office at 424-7459 or email
stjamesmrmk@gmail.com. We will send Zoom invitations by email.

Looking for VBS Volunteers
VBS is back! This year’s theme is Rocky Railway – Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through.
We’ll pick a weekend sometime in August depending on volunteer availability.
There is an online option, too, but by waiting until the end of summer, we’re
hoping to see everyone in person. Let Robin House know if you would like to
help.
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March 2021 Diversity Discussions
Submitted by Gwen Murray (she/her)
The United Methodist Church is making a commitment to anti-racism.
There are many webinars, blogs, newsletters, discussion groups that can
be found using Discipleship Ministries website
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org. What a great resource.
Each morning I receive an email with an anti-racism prayer. In my commitment to work on truly becoming antiracist I pray the prayer. I often find myself praying the daily prayer several times each day asking God to help
me acknowledge my white privilege and to focus what I can do. I cannot change the color of my skin but I can
be active. One way is to listen to the heart-wrenching stories of racism that are experienced every day. These
stories are told even by BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, and People of Color) pastors, lay leaders, and other board
members of the UMC.
To subscribe to Disciple Ministries' anti-racism daily prayer follow this link:
https://umcdiscipleship.us1.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=756434a4416d9bc710b1f7cfe&id=f939527158.
Enter your email address and your name then select the newsletter(s) you would like to subscribe to. The
prayer below comes from a January newsletter “Praying for Change: Daily Prayers for Anti-Racism.”
Daily Prayer
Oneness of the world, our maker, our lover and our keeper. You are more important than anything. Because of
you, everything is important.
We are forgetful and fickle people. We mean well, but we don't take the time to see or listen as we should. We
often know that prejudice and racism are in our systems, but we don't focus on a way out of those systems.
Thank you for being present inside of each of us and for never giving up on us.
Please strengthen our vision, our awareness and our courage that we might search to find you in each other
and to bend our systems toward justice.
Affirmation for all persons, namaste and shalom.

Daylight saving time begins on March 14.
Turn your clocks ahead one hour.
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The Philosophy of “Peanuts”
Submitted by Glen Gerhard from The Daily Encourager
The following is the philosophy of Charles Schultz, the creator of the "Peanuts" comic strip. You don't have
to actually answer the questions. Just read the message straight through, and you'll get the point.
1. Name the five wealthiest people in the world.
2. Name the last five Heisman trophy winners.
3. Name the last five winners of Miss America.
4. Name ten people who have won the Nobel or Pulitzer Prize.
5. Name the last decade's worth of World Series winners.
How did you do?
The point is, none of us remember the headliners of yesterday. These are no second-rate achievers. They are
the best in their fields. But the applause dies. Awards tarnish. Achievements are forgotten. Accolades and
certificates are buried with their owners.
Here's another quiz. See how you do on this one:
1. List a few teachers who aided your journey through school.
2. Name three friends who have helped you through a difficult time.
3. Name five people who have taught you something worthwhile.
4. Think of a few people who have made you feel appreciated and special.
5. Think of five people you enjoy spending time with.
Easier?
The lesson: The people who make a difference in your life are not the ones with the most credentials, the
most money, or the most awards. They are the ones that care. The people who make a difference in your
life are the ones who encourage you in your Christian walk, who encourage you with spiritual strength in
times of trouble and the ones who help you see your value to the Kingdom of God.
"Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing."
1 Thessalonians 5:11

FELLOWSHIP
Free Printer Ink
Glen Gerhard has some inkjet printer cartridges to give away (both in original
package and once installed but not used) that he can no longer use since the
printer for which they were purchased died. They are for an HP (HewlettPackard) printer and the cartridge designation number is 902.
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OUTREACH

Clothes Closet Reopening – New Day
Submitted by Joyce Hawkins
The Clothes Closet will be open on Saturday
mornings from 9 to noon starting March 6.
No appointment necessary. Due to an
overwhelming number of recent clothing
donations, we will not be accepting donations
at this time.

Buy a Bag to Support the Food Pantry
For the month of March 2021, Merrimack
Community Food Pantry will receive a $1
donation from each purchase of the
$2.50 reusable Fight Hunger Bag at the
Hannaford stores located at 6 Hampton Drive,
Londonderry NH and 4 Jenkins Road, Bedford NH.

Collection boxes for the following items can be found in fellowship hall. Please continue to save:
Used postage stamps for the Wounded Warriors. Please remember to leave ¼ in of the envelope around
each stamp.
Used Eye/Sunglasses for Lions Clubs International. Refractive errors can be easily corrected with
eyeglasses, yet millions living in low and middle income countries lack access to basic eye care
services. Lions have recognized the urgent need for corrective lenses and collect usable glasses in
their communities to support the Lions Recycle For Sight Program.
Aluminum can tabs to benefit the Shriners Hospitals for Children. The Bektash Shriners Center recycles the
tabs to raise funds to cover the expense of transportation for needy children to and from the Shriners
Hospitals for Children where they receive medical treatment for burns an orthopedics which are provided
regardless of the patient’s ability to pay. Please bring the tabs from aluminum beverage cans only. Tabs
from soup and other canned foods are steel and cannot be mixed with aluminum when it is recycled.
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COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
Program Offered by Merrimack Public Library
Author of three books on New England and longtime Chronicle reporter
Ted Reinstein will guide you through a virtual tour from Maine to Rhode
Island, Mt. Washington to Mt. Mansfield, and Berkshire foliage to Fenway
Park.
Attendees will get the chance to experience first-hand Ted's 20 plus years
of New England coverage and storytelling. Prepare yourself to meet
colorful characters who've done the darndest things, learn odd facts
about familiar places, and expect to visit at least a few fabulous classic diners. (Spoiler alert: Ted will reveal
where to find THE best clam chowdah in America, and it's right here in New England!)
Date: March 4, 2021
Time: 7:00 – 8:00 pm
Location: via ZOOM
Register at www.merrimacklibrary.org or email max@merrimacklibrary.org for more information.

Happy Birthday, Town of Merrimack!
On April 2, 2021, the town of Merrimack will commemorate
its 275th anniversary. A committee has been formed to
develop plans to celebrate this momentous occasion with a
series of events and activities that will occur between April –
October 2021. Visit https://merrimacknh.gov/275th for
updates. They also have a Facebook page Merrimack275th.

Commemorative Recipe Book
One of the activities the committee is working on is to create a recipe book featuring family recipes that have
been handed down through the years. Want to get your family favorites included? Just complete the following
information and send it to 275Recipe@MerrimackNH.gov. The deadline for submitting your recipes is March
15, 2021. Feel free to also include a photo of the family member who gave you the recipe.
Your submission should include the following details:
From the kitchen of:
Given to me by:
Ingredients:
Directions:
Number of Servings:
8

Garden Club Invites Community on March 23
Submitted by Garden Club Co-President Diane Asai
The Merrimack Garden Club will have a guest speaker, Charlie
Nardozzi, talking about Vegetable Gardening at our March 23
meeting. He has authored several books, and spoke at last year’s
Master Gardener Symposium. He's excellent, and very
entertaining. This will be open to the community, Zooming with
the first 100 people who are interested in participating, garden
club members first, but there aren't that many of us, so lots of
room for guests. Send your request to join to
merrimackgardenclub@gmail.com.

Merrimack Parks and Recreation Easter Egg Hunt Kit Drive-Thru Event
Kit Pickup: Saturday, March 27th
Between 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Merrimack Town Hall
With COVID-19 restrictions still in place, we are unable to hold our traditional Easter Egg Hunt at Wasserman
Park this year.
Instead, we are offering free Easter Egg Hunt Kits that families can pick up; take home, and hold your own
Easter egg hunts from the comfort and safety of your own home. Each kit will include at least 20 Easter eggs
with candy or toys in them.
Register at www.merrimackparksandrec.org.

Red Cross Blood Drive here at St. James UMC
We had an outstanding turnout for our January 27 blood drive. The Red
Cross collected 34 units of blood, impacting the lives of 102 hospital
patients. Our next blood drive will be
Tuesday, March 30, from 1:30 – 7:00 pm
Schedule an appointment by visiting RedCrossBlood.org, using the Red Cross Blood Donor App, calling 1-800RED-CROSS or enabling the Blood Donor Skill on any Alexa Echo device.
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SMALL BLESSINGS
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