St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin.
The announcements are at the end of the bulletin.
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January 10, 2021
First Sunday after the Epiphany

GATHERING AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES
GATHERING MUSIC

Darlene Skene

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT

“Morning Has Broken” No. 145

Rev. Lynne Mentzer
Darlene Skene

PRAYING AS JESUS TAUGHT US
OPENING PRAYER
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Linda Wilson

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen.
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S TIME
SCRIPTURE READING Genesis 1 (From The Word on the Street by Rob Lacey)
Linda Wilson
SERMON

Rev. Lynne Mentzer
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HYMN
“This Is My Father’s World” No. 144
Darlene Skene
This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears
All nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres.
This is my Father’s world: I rest me in the thought
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the wonders wrought.
This is my Father’s world, the birds their carols raise,
The morning light, the lily white, declare their maker’s praise.
This is my Father’s world: he shines in all that’s fair;
In the rustling grass I hear him pass; he speaks to me everywhere.
This is my Father’s world. O let me ne’er forget
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.
This is my Father’s world: why should my heart be sad?
The Lord is King; let the heavens ring! God reigns; let the earth be glad!

SHARING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
INVITATION TO OFFERING AND GRATITUDE MOMENT
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND DEDICATION
O God, hearing the story of creation this day reminds us of the countless gifts you
have given us, including the gift of faithful, loving stewardship of the earth and
your people. Forgive us for the harm we’ve done, intentionally and
unintentionally, and bless us to do and be better. Bless the gifts we bring as well,
to be used by you through your church. We ask this in Jesus’ name, Amen.
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GOING FORTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT

* HYMN

“How Great Thou Art” No. 77 (vs. 1,2,4)

Darlene Skene

O Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder
Consider all the worlds thy hands have made,
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed.
(Refrain)
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee;
How great thou art, how great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee;
How great thou art, how great thou art!
When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
And hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze;
(Refrain)
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart.
Then I shall bow in humble adoration,
And there proclaim, my God, how great thou art!
(Refrain)
* BLESSING
* EXTROIT

Darlene Skene
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Red Cross Blood Drive here at St. James UMC
Our next blood drive will be Wednesday, January 27, from 1:30 – 7:00 pm. Schedule an appointment by visiting
RedCrossBlood.org, using the Red Cross Blood Donor App, calling 1-800-RED-CROSS or enabling the Blood Donor
Skill on any Alexa Echo device.

ZOOM In for Virtual Coffee Hour Wednesday Mornings
At 10:30 AM each Wednesday morning, 16-20 church friends turn on their laptop computers and ZOOM in for our weekly
virtual coffee hour. Invitations are e-mailed out to the entire church family no later than Tuesday afternoon – just click and
join in on Wednesday morning. We check in with each other, share stories and God-moments, pray and laugh together. Won’t
you join us? If you haven’t received your invitation by e-mail, please contact the church office. Hope to see you Wednesday!

Lenten Book Study
Our shared Advent bible study via ZOOM with new friends from the North Salem UMC has inspired us to offer a
Lenten study in a similar manner. We will meet via Zoom from 7-8 pm on 6 Thursday evenings February 18, 25,
March 4, 11, 18 and 25. The book "Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner's Guide to Holy Week" by Amy-Jill
Levine explores the biblical texts surrounding the Passion story, raising ethical and spiritual questions for readers,
and how we all face risk in our Christian experience.. Books cost $8.49 each and are available through the church
office. Sign up by calling the church office at 424-7459 or email stjamesmrmk@gmail.com. We will send Zoom
invitations by email.

This Week’s Events at St. James – Januuary 10, 2021
Today, Sunday 1/10
Tuesday, 1/12
Wednesday, 1/13
Saturday, 12/16
Next Sunday, 1/17

9:30 am
9:30 am
7:00 pm
10:30 am
10:00 am
9:30 am

Online worship
Food Pantry
Church Council meeting
Zoom Virtual Coffee Hour
New Members Class via Zoom
Online worship
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