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Pastor’s Message
Dear Friends,
True or Understatement: 2020 was a year of change for the world, for our country, and for the
church. Understatement.
True or Ho-hum: Most congregations plan a pledge drive in the fall. Ho-hum.
True or Surprising: Because of the many changes we experienced in 2020, the generosity team, with
approval from church council, decided to reschedule our annual generosity series from fall 2020 to
Lent 2021. Surprising!
Why Lent? What better time of the church year to respond to the generosity of God through the
sacrifice of Jesus than the six weeks leading up to Holy Week and Easter? What better time of the
church year to consider the blessings we’ve received and the gifts we’ve been given to bless those
around us than Lent?
This is a new thing for us. A generosity series during Lent helps us to remember that our giving to the
church is not to balance the budget but to support God’s good work through St. James. Good work
like on-line worship and in-person communion, and feeding the hungry, and clothing the needy, and
supporting the working poor, and making dresses and knitting scarves, and chartering Scouts, and
“building Christian community within and beyond the church”-- even during a pandemic. Giving to
support the ministries of the church is our shared calling -- even during challenging times when
faithful generosity might seem risky. That’s one reason our 2021 Lenten generosity series is called
“Risky Business.”
You’ll find an outline of topics and scripture readings elsewhere in this newsletter; but for now:
*please pray for our generosity team and church leadership;
*please pray for the ministries of St. James and the needs of our neighbors;
*please pray about what generosity means for you and your family;
*please consider what percentage of income you set aside for ministry;
*please consider what percentage of income God is asking you to give.
Generosity is “Risky Business” but so is most anything that truly makes a difference in the world. Just
ask Jesus.
Lenten Blessings,
Pastor Lynne
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WORSHIP
New Members Welcomed on January 31
What better way to start a new year than to proclaim membership in the body of
Christ! We’re delighted to welcome five new members into our faith community
this month. Susan Cooke, Barbara Foristall, Patricia Garland, and Dick and Donna
Wallace have completed a membership class via Zoom and will take their
membership vows on Sunday, January 31, also via Zoom. Lay leader Cheryl Barb
will co-lead the service. Please hold our newest sisters and brother in your prayers as we work together to
“build Christian community within and beyond the church.” Meet our new members:
Susan Cooke joined the membership class hoping to learn more about the beliefs and philosophies of the
United Methodist Church. She would like to give back to the community through the church outreach team
and will contribute to Sunday services as a scripture reader.
Barbara Foristall was looking for a church family and found what she was looking for here at St. James. She is
looking forward to sharing her gift of spreading joy to all and especially working with children. Sometimes
Barb makes a special appearance as Cracker Jacks the Clown.
Patricia Garland is transferring her membership from First Congregational Church in Milford, NH. She began
attending services at St. James last fall and has already become involved as a scripture reader and a
participant in bible study. Pat enjoys sewing, knitting, crocheting and cooking and is looking forward to
moving into her new apartment at Gilbert Crossing in March.
Dick and Donna Wallace moved to Litchfield, NH after spending many years in Danvers, Mass. They are
transferring their membership from Holy Trinity United Methodist Church in Danvers. Dick has been
attending the men’s breakfasts, volunteering in the food pantry and is the newest member on our Board of
Trustees. Donna enjoys embroidery, cross-stitch, cooking and baking bread. She has also contributed to our
worship services as a scripture reader and is the newest member of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee
(SPRC).

In Loving Memory
Our church family lost a dear friend with the passing of Barbara Jenkins
on January 5. Besides her important role as co-assistant food pantry
director alongside her husband Dave, Barbara has served the church in
many ways including reading scripture and organizing the scripture
readers schedule, communion assistant, ushering, helping with Vacation
Bible School, helping at church suppers, and she was our auditor. She
had a kind and gentle spirit and we will miss her dearly.
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Online Worship Continues
At every monthly meeting, the St. James Church Council will reevaluate whether to go back to our socially
distanced in-person worship services with live-stream option or to continue online-only worship. The
next church council meeting is February 9. We will make an announcement by email and provide
information on our website.

In-Person Communion Offered to Community on February 7
Our worship services will be recorded and available on YouTube, but on
Communion Sundays we will also offer in-person communion in the sanctuary. As
before, masks and physical distancing are required. Communion will be served
between 9:30-10 AM on February 7. Please call the office to sign-up for contact
tracing purposes. Thank you.

Ash Wednesday
The Ash Wednesday worship service will be available online at 7:00 pm
on February 17. In a similar fashion to in-person communion, you may
come to the church for imposition of ashes at noon and 7 pm using safe
COVID-19 practices. Please enter through the side door at the top of
the ramp, wear masks, and maintain 6 ft. distance between yourself and
others.
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“Risky Business,” A Combined Lenten and Generosity Worship Series
Our Lenten sermon series for 2021 is based on the book “Entering the Passion of Jesus” by Amy-Jill Levine.
Since we’re also including a generosity series during these six weeks, our title “Risky Business” seems
appropriate as we remember the risks Jesus took, the risks the disciples took, and the risks we’re asked to
take for the sake of the gospel.
Here are the topics and scripture readings for this special time of reflection, repentance, and recommitment
to Christ:
DATE
Feb. 17

Feb. 21
Feb. 28
Mar. 7
Mar. 14
Mar. 21
Mar. 28
April 4

WORSHIP FOCUS
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Ash Wednesday
Recorded worship.
Ashes will be available in-person following COVID-19 safety protocols.
The Parade: Risking Reputation
Matthew 21:1-11; Zechariah 9:9-10
The Temple: Risking Righteous Anger
John 2:13-21; Psalm 69:8-16
The Teaching: Risking Challenge
Matthew 22:15-22; Matthew 4:1-11
The First Dinner: Risking Rejection
Mark 14:3-9; Psalm 23
The Last Supper: Risking Friendship
John 13:3-16; Luke 4:16-21
Palm Sunday
Mark 14:32-36; Ephesians 6:11-17
The Garden: Risking Temptation
Easter Sunday
John 20:1-10; John 20:11-18

Estimate of giving cards will be mailed out the week of March 15 and welcomed back on Palm Sunday and
Easter Sunday; dedication of gifts will take place on Sunday, April 11.

St. James UMC COVID Policy Now Includes Sign-In Sheets
As the numbers of people infected by COVID-19 continues to increase, the
trustees have prepared sign-in sheets, pens and hand sanitizer by every
entrance to our church building to assist with contact tracing if necessary.
Please be sure to sign in and out to keep our church and community safe and
healthy. Thanks.
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February 2021 Diversity Discussions
Submitted by Mollie Gerardo
Recently I displayed to my children a dozen eggs from their aunt’s
chickens. Some white, some brown, some blue, some even spotted. I
asked them each to pick one for me to cook for them. One child
exclaimed, “I only like the blue ones!” The other just picked at random.

But why? Why did color make a difference to one child and not the other? Does it matter? Had she even ever
had a blue egg before? I took the opportunity to make a point on diversity.
Eggs, like people, come in many shapes, sizes, and even colors! Look, this white one is small, but look at this
spotted one...it’s huge! This blue one and brown one are about the same size but look they’re both much
smaller than that other brown egg. The kids observed the many differences of each of the eggs, even the eggs
of the same colors had differences in shape and size!
Now, what’s most important here? Is it the shape? The size? The color? None of these things!
I proceeded to crack open the 2 eggs chosen, one brown, one blue. Behold! The contents were exactly the
same! Plump yellow yoke, gooey clear whites. “But mom! Mine was blue!” Maybe on the outside it was blue,
and the other was brown and the rest in the carton are white and speckled and brown and blue, but on the
inside? They are all just the same! Just like us!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Lenten Bible Study
Our Shared Advent Bible study via Zoom with new friends from the North Salem
UMC has inspired us to offer a Lenten study in a similar manner. The book
“Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week” by Amy-Jill
Levine explores the biblical texts surrounding the Passion story, raising ethical and
spiritual questions for readers, and how we all face risk in our Christian
experience.
Dates: Thursdays during Lent – February 18, 25, March 4, 11, 18 and 25
Time: 7:00-8:00 pm
Location: We will meet via Zoom, so you can participate from home or anywhere.
Cost: Books cost $8.49 each and are available through the church office.
Sign up by calling the church office at 424-7459 or email stjamesmrmk@gmail.com. We will send Zoom
invitations by email.
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OUTREACH

Buy a Bag to Support the Food Pantry
For the month of February 2021, Merrimack
Community Food Pantry will receive a $1 donation from
each purchase of the $2.50 reusable GIVE BACK WHERE
IT COUNTS Bag at the Shaw's store located at Shaw's
570 Daniel Webster Highway, Merrimack NH.

Annual Assembly Project Put On Hold
Brooke’s Purses is an annual project that was started by Betty Ann
Dudziak in memory of her great-niece Brooke who struggled withh
drug addiction and homelessness. Like many other group activities,
this year’s assembly event has been put on hold due to concerns
about spreading the COVID-19 virus. Please hold on to your gently
used purses and any toiletry items that you have collected.
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COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
President’s Day Online Retreat
offered by Rolling Ridge
Monday, February 15
9:30 am – noon
On this President’s Day, Rolling Ridge
invites you to join an online mini-retreat
to consider how we as a nation can come
together as a united people. Amanda
Gorman’s Poem, “The Hill We Climb” will
be used to guide the conversation, using
the spiritual practice of lectio divina.
Register at www.rollingridge.org.
A Zoom login will be sent upon
registration.

Laissez Les Bon Temps Rouler! (Let the Good Times Roll!)
Fat Tuesday, February 16, 2021 at 4:00 pm
The Catholic Charities NH’s annual Mardi Gras Gala is going virtual
this year and they have some fun plans for Fat Tuesday!
Learn more at CC-NH.ORG/MARDIGRAS

Merrimack Parks and Recreation 29th Annual Winter Carnival
Saturday February 20, 2021 from 12:00 – 3:00 pm at Wasserman Park
Cost to attend is free, however attendees will need to register in advance for a
specific timed ticket. The event will be held entirely outdoors. Games and
activities will be set up in the fields adjacent to the function hall (near the
playground). Attendees will visit each activity in a specific order to avoid
crowding. Please wear face masks.
Visit www.merrimackparksandrec.org for more information.
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SMALL BLESSINGS

9

2021

Key
FH
S
UC

2021

Fellowship Hall
Sanctuary
Undercrooft
10

