St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin.
The announcements are at the end of the bulletin.
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December 6, 2020
Second Sunday of Advent
In the Darkness of Anxiety, the Light of Peace

GATHERING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST
GATHERING MUSIC

Darlene Skene

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rev. Lynne Mentzer

GREETING OF PEACE
INTROIT

“I Believe” Anonymous Jewish poem, music by Mark A. Miller

Robin House

I believe in the sun, even when it’s not shining.
I believe in love, even when I don’t feel it.
I believe in God, even when God is silent.
PRAYING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES
Brenda DuLong
In the darkness of despair, the Light of Hope shines brightest.
In the darkness of anxiety, the Light of Peace shines steadiest.
As we light these Advent candles, let us give thanks for the Light of the world,
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen.
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HEARING GOD’S WORD IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
GOSPEL READING
Matthew 1: 18-24
HYMN
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” No. 211(vs. 1,2,4)

Brenda DuLong
Darlene Skene

O Come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of god appear.
Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, thou Wisdom from on high,
And order all things far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show
And cause us in her ways to go.
Refrain
O come, thou Root of Jesse’s tree,
An ensign of thy people be;
Before thee rulers silent fall;
All peoples on thy mercy call.
Refrain
MESSAGE

In the Darkness of Anxiety, the Light of Peace

Rev. Lynne Mentzer

SHARING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST
MORAVIAN LOVE FEAST
INVITATION TO GENEROUS GIVING AND GRATITUDE MOMENT
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
O God, as we gather in your Spirit, as we remember and share your holy meal, we
give thanks for the redeeming gift of your Son Jesus. And as we offer our gifts of
gratitude, we ask your blessing upon them and all whose lives they will touch in
Jesus’ name, Amen.
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GOING FORTH IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST
SOULWORK ASSIGNMENT: Seeking Peace
* HYMN

“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” No. 213 (vs. 1,2,3)

Darlene Skene

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates;
Behold, the King of glory waits;
The King of kings is drawing near;
The Savior of the world is here!
Fling wide the portals of your heart;
Make it a temple, set apart
From earthly use for heaven’s employ,
Adorned with prayer and love and joy.
.
Redeemer, come, with us abide;
Our hearts to thee we open wide;
Let us thy inner presence feel;
Thy grace and love in us reveal.
* BLESSING
* EXTROIT

Darlene Skene

This Week’s Events at St. James – December 6, 2020
Today, Sunday 12/6
Tuesday, 12/8
Wednesday, 12/9
Thursday, 12/10
Next Sunday, 12/13

9:30 am Online worship with Love Feast and optional
In-Person Communion
9:30 am Food Pantry
7:00 pm Church council meeting
10:30 am Zoom Virtual Coffee Hour
7:00 pm Advent Bible Study via Zoom
9:30 am Online worship

.
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Advent Bible Study
Christmas Day is coming fast. Want an escape from the shopping, gift wrapping, Hallmark Channel Christmas
movies, or whatever is getting the best of you this year? Then come take a deep dive into the history of the birth
of Jesus Christ! Advent is not only the perfect time to read again this amazing story; it's also a great time to dive
deeper into the biblical texts that shape our understanding of this blessed event. Our Advent Bible Study (using
Zoom technology) began on Thursday evening, December 3, from 7:00 to 8:00 pm and will run for four weeks. In
"The Light of the World: A Beginner's Guide to Advent", author and biblical scholar Amy-Jill Levine shows how the
Gospel narratives connect to the Old Testament, highlights the role of women in first-century Jewish culture, and
emphasizes the importance of Mary's visitation, the Roman census, the stable, the star of Bethlehem, and the
flight to Egypt. Our study guide will be the Bible itself, so please be sure to bring yours to each session. If you
really want to purchase a study guide, they are on sale at Amazon for $14.29 each, or at Cokesbury Books for
$12.99 - the choice is yours - but do not feel you need to buy one.
Rev. Jim Mentzer will facilitate the discussion with participants from both North Salem UMC and St. James so we
are anticipating a great group and lively conversation. We will send Zoom invitations by email. Got
questions? Call the church office at 424-7459 or email stjamesmrmk@gmail.com.

ZOOM In for Virtual Coffee Hour Wednesday Mornings
At 10:30 AM each Wednesday morning, 16-20 church friends turn on their laptop computers and ZOOM in for our weekly
virtual coffee hour. Invitations are e-mailed out to the entire church family no later than Tuesday afternoon – just click and
join in on Wednesday morning. We check in with each other, share stories and God-moments, pray and laugh together. Won’t
you join us? If you haven’t received your invitation by e-mail, please contact the church office. Hope to see you Wednesday!

Giving Tree
During the Advent season the outreach team would like to help families buy Christmas gifts and other essentials such as
groceries and gas. If you would like to donate Target, Walmart, grocery or gas gift cards, you may drop them off or mail them
to the church.

Donate Wrapping Paper to Nashua Children’s Home
We are collecting holiday wrapping paper, bows and tape for the Nashua Children’s Home. You may bring donations to the
church on Sunday or during office hours on or before Thursday, December 17.
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