St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin.
The announcements are at the end of the bulletin.
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January 3, 2021

GATHERING AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES
GATHERING MUSIC

Darlene Skene

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT

Rev. Lynne Mentzer
Darlene Skene

PRAYING AS JESUS TAUGHT US
OPENING PRAYER Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition No. 607 Marge Galvin
I am no longer my own, but thine.
Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.
Put me to doing, put me to suffering.
Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee,
Exalted for thee or brought low by thee.
Let me be full, let me be empty.
Let me have all things, let me have nothing.
I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal.
And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
Thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it.
And the covenant which I have made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven.
Amen
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen.
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HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
GOSPEL READING

Matthew 2: 1-12

SERMON
HYMN

Marge Galvin
Rev. Lynne Mentzer

“We Three Kings” No. 254 (vs. 1,2,5)

Darlene Skene

We three kings of Orient are;
Bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
Following yonder star.
Refrain
O Star of wonder, star of light,
Star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to thy perfect light.
Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain,
Gold I bring to crown him again,
King forever, ceasing never,
Over us all to reign.
Refrain
Glorious now behold him arise;
King and God and sacrifice:
Alleluia, Alleluia,
Sounds through the earth and skies.
Refrain

SHARING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
SHARING THE MORAVIAN LOVE FEAST
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING AND GRATITUDE MOMENT
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
O God of Light, though Christmas Day has come and gone, your gifts of hope,
peace, love and joy through Jesus continue to light our way into this new year. May
we grow in generosity and gratitude, in faith and faithful service so that all will see
your grace shining brightly through your church. Bless givers and gifts in the holy
name of Jesus. Hallelujah! Amen.
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GOING FORTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
“Go, Tell It on the Mountain” No. 251

* HYMN

Darlene Skene

Refrain
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.
While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,
Behold throughout the heavens there shown a holy light.
Refrain
.
The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth,
Rang out the angel chorus that hailed the Savior’s birth.
Refrain
Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,
And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.
Refrain

* BLESSING
* POSTLUDE

Darlene Skene

.
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Take Home a Luminary on January 3
Throughout Advent our sanctuary has been aglow with luminaries to remind us that Jesus, the Light of the world,
overcomes every darkness. Today, January 3rd, is Epiphany Sunday, where we celebrate the blessing of God's holy light
in Jesus. It is also Communion Sunday where in-person communion will be offered between 9:30 and 10 AM. In
gratitude for God's continuing gift of light, all are invited to come, select a luminary from the sanctuary, and bring it
home on that day. If you cannot do this in person, please be in touch with the office (603-424-7459) and we'll make
arrangements for a luminary to be delivered to your home.

New Members’ Class via ZOOM
The beginning of a new year is a perfect time to make resolutions to improve our lives – and especially to
reflect on our commitment to grow in relationship with God and to consider membership in this faith
community. Because of continuing concerns regarding COVID-19, our next membership class will be offered
via ZOOM on two Saturday mornings: January 9 from 10-11:30 AM and January 16 from 10-11:30 AM.
Please be in touch with Pastor Lynne or the office (603-424-7459) to sign up and receive printed material prior
to the first class. What an exciting way to welcome this new year -- with a new commitment to grow in faith
with your friends and neighbors here at St. James!

Red Cross Blood Drive here at St. James UMC
Our next blood drive will be Wednesday, January 27, from 1:30 – 7:00 pm. Schedule an appointment by
visiting RedCrossBlood.org, using the Red Cross Blood Donor App, calling 1-800-RED-CROSS or enabling the
Blood Donor Skill on any Alexa Echo device.

ZOOM In for Virtual Coffee Hour Wednesday Mornings
At 10:30 AM each Wednesday morning, 16-20 church friends turn on their laptop computers and ZOOM in for our weekly
virtual coffee hour. Invitations are e-mailed out to the entire church family no later than Tuesday afternoon – just click
and join in on Wednesday morning. We check in with each other, share stories and God-moments, pray and laugh
together. Won’t you join us? If you haven’t received your invitation by e-mail, please contact the church office. Hope to
see you Wednesday!

This Week’s Events at St. James – January 3, 2021
Today, Sunday 1/3
Tuesday, 1/5
Wednesday, 1/6
Saturday, 1/9
Next Sunday, 1/10

9:30 am Online worship with Love Feast and optional
In-Person Communion
9:30 am Food Pantry
7:00 pm Finance committee meeting
10:30 am Zoom Virtual Coffee Hour
10:00 am New Members Class via Zoom
9:30 am Online worship
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