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Pastor’s Message
Dear Friends,
I recently came across a book I once loved and had since forgotten. It was a joyful reunion! Not another
theology book or church leadership guide for tumultuous times … it’s a book of poems and photographs by
undiscovered artists. The page that framed my favorite photo was still set apart by a bookmark.
The photo shows an old woman holding an infant. The woman’s hair is thin, white and home-curled. Her skin a
topographical map of all the years she’s travelled, eyelids half closed, lips half open – I can almost smell the
Jean Nate perfume she saved for special occasions. This special occasion is holding the child.
The child is nuzzled beneath her left earlobe, one that had hosted so many heavy earrings over the years that
it now resembled a small pork chop. The child’s cheeks are flushed with sleep, delicate eyelashes barely
brushing the tops of them, rosebud mouth pinched open like the tiny beak of a baby bird. The old woman’s
hand rests against the child’s shoulder blades. There’s a clock and a window in the background.
The caption beneath the photo simply says: TENDING HER GARDEN
As we bid farewell to 2020, gratefully for the most part, and as we welcome 2021, that photo reminds me of
the many gardens we’ve been given to tend. New babies … old ways … new interests and skills … family
traditions … communities of faith … prayer … a garden variety of love that God has blessed us with and
charged us with tending.
Imagine yourself as the old woman – how carefully have you tended the garden God planted and grew in,
around and through you? How well are you prepared to nurture future generations?
Imagine yourself the child – how trusting are you that you are being safely held and nurtured by family, church
and community? How clearly do you see yourself as a beloved child of God, full of grace and potential?
As we move on from the challenges of 2020 to the hopes of 2021, I pray that we all hold the love of God close,
cradle new ideas and ways to keep them safe, whisper faith to fear, and gently rock discouragement to sleep. I
pray that we trust the arms that hold us, and the voice that leads us, and the way that a baby in Bethlehem
made for us so long ago.
I pray that we will TEND OUR GARDEN well in this brand new year.
Grace and Peace,
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
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Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!
From Pastor Lynne:
What a huge surprise awaited me this year as I opened my Christmas gift!
Truly, I was overwhelmed by your generosity ($1230) and moved to tears
of gratitude for the relationships and ministries we’ve been blessed to build
together here at St. James. I thank God for each of you, and have been
praying for guidance in using your gifts in ways that bless others. Thank
you so very much for blessing me in so many ways!
For supporters of our giving tree:
Every year during Advent we decorate a Christmas tree in the Fellowship Hall with wishes for gift cards
to benefit our neighbors – especially for gas, food, and incidentals from stores like Target and CVS. This
year, though we could not do this in person, you contributed a generous total of $550 in gift cards. Your
gifts will bless countless families in need. Thank you so very much!
To Santa and Kyle Sanborn:
Santa came to visit St. James this year, not to deliver presents to our children but to share the story
(written by Jeanne Pieper) of how deeply Santa loves Jesus. Perhaps you’ve seen the ornament of Santa
kneeling by the manger … this year we all had the opportunity to watch Santa ponder the misconception
that he was distracting from the Christmas message of God’s love in Jesus, and show us that he loves
and serves God by loving and serving God’s people. Thank you, Santa! (And also Dave Jenkins and Kyle
Sanborn for bringing this story to life for us in worship on 12/20/20.)

St. James UMC COVID Policy Now Includes Sign-In Sheets
As the numbers of people infected by COVID-19 continues to increase, the
trustees have prepared sign-in sheets, pens and hand sanitizer by every entrance
to our church building to assist with contact tracing if necessary. Please be sure
to sign in and out to keep our church and community safe and healthy. Thanks.

WORSHIP
Online Worship Continues
The next meeting of the St. James Church Council will be January 12. One important item on the agenda is to
reevaluate whether to go back to our socially distanced in-person worship services with live-stream option or
to continue online-only worship. We will make an announcement by email and provide information on our
website.
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In-Person Communion Offered to Community on January 3
Our worship services will be recorded and available on YouTube, but on
Communion Sundays we will also offer in-person communion in the sanctuary. As
before, masks and physical distancing are required. Communion will be served
between 9:30-10 AM on January 3. Please call the office to sign-up for contact
tracing purposes. Thank you.

Take Home a Luminary on January 3
Throughout Advent our sanctuary has been aglow with luminaries to remind
us that Jesus, the Light of the world, overcomes every darkness. Sunday,
January 3rd, is Epiphany Sunday, where we celebrate the blessing of God's
holy light in Jesus. It is also Communion Sunday where in-person communion
will be offered between 9:30 and 10 AM. In gratitude for God's continuing
gift of light, all are invited to come, select a luminary from the sanctuary, and
bring it home on that day. If you cannot do this in person, please be in touch
with the office (603-424-7459) and we'll make arrangements for a luminary
to be delivered to your home.

YouTube by the Numbers
YouTube gives us feedback from our online worship views. Here’s how we did in 2020:







We’ve had 157 “likes”
104 comments
56 shares
4,376 views
29 subscribers
And viewers spent a total of 59,590 minutes watching our worship videos in 2020!
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
New Members’ Class via ZOOM
The beginning of a new year is a perfect time to make resolutions to improve our
lives – and especially to reflect on our commitment to grow in relationship with
God and to consider membership in this faith community. Because of continuing
concerns regarding COVID-19, our next membership class will be offered via
ZOOM on two Saturday mornings:
Saturday, January 9 from 10-11:30 AM
Saturday, January 16 from 10-11:30 AM
Please be in touch with Pastor Lynne or the office (603-424-7459) to sign up and
receive printed material prior to the first class. What an exciting way to welcome
this new year -- with a new commitment to grow in faith with your friends and
neighbors here at St. James!

Shared Bible Study with North Salem UMC to Continue During Lent
Our shared Advent bible study via ZOOM with new friends from the North Salem UMC has inspired us to
offer a Lenten study in a similar manner. Book and ZOOM meeting dates will be announced soon. Be sure
to let the office (603-424-7459) or Pastor Lynne know if you’d like to be part of this exciting new way to
learn together!
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January 2021 Diversity Discussions
Submitted by Beverly Doolan
Were you able to join the November 9 Zoom meeting for our 2020
annual church conference? Along with the more typical business
and considerations that are part of every annual conference, our
Granite District Superintendent, Reverend Taesung Kang, asked us
to reflect on the idea of a “beloved community.” This phrase was made popular by Martin Luther King, Jr., who
said, “Our goal is to create a beloved community and this will require a qualitative change in our souls as well
as a quantitative change in our lives.”
As we begin the new year, it seems a good time to reconsider how St. James can work toward creating a
beloved community. So, as part of embracing 2021 and continuing our diversity discussions, it seems
appropriate to reprint the 25 characteristics of a beloved community that were included in the conference
bulletin.
1. Offers radical hospitality to everyone- an inclusive family rather than exclusive club;
2. Recognizes and honors the image of God in every human being;
3. Exhibits personal authenticity, true respect, and validation of others;
4. Recognition and affirmation, not eradication, of differences;
5. Listens emotionally (i.e., with the heart) – fosters empathy and compassion for others;
6. Tolerates ambiguity – realizes that sometimes a clear-cut answer is not readily available;
7. Builds increasing levels of trust and works to avoid fear of difference and others;
8. Acknowledges limitations, lack of knowledge, or understanding – and seeks to learn;
9. Acknowledges conflict or pain in order to work on difficult issues;
10. Speaks truth in love, always considering ways to be compassionate with one another;
11. Avoids physical aggression and verbal abuse;
12. Resolves conflicts peacefully, without violence, recognizing that peacefully doesn’t always mean
comfortably for everybody;
13. Releases resentment and bitterness through self-purification (i.e., avoidance of internal violence
through spiritual, physical, and psychological care);
14. Focuses energy on removing evil forces (unjust systems), not destroying persons;
15. Nurtures unyielding persistence and unwavering commitment to justice;
16. Achieves friendship and understanding though negotiation, compromise, or consensus – considering
each circumstance to discern which will be most helpful;
17. Righteously opposes and takes direct action against poverty, hunger, and homelessness;
18. Advocates thoroughgoing, extensive neighborhood revitalization without displacement (this also applies
to the Church – working toward responsible and equitable growth, discipleship, and worship);
19. Blends faith and action to generate a commitment to defeating injustice (not forgetting that injustice
can also be found within the Church);
20. Encourages and embraces artistic expressions of faith from diverse perspectives;
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21. Fosters dynamic and active spirituality – recognizes that we serve a dynamic God who is not left behind by a
changing world or people, and that a passive approach will not work;
22. Gathers together regularly for table fellowship, and meets the needs of everyone in the community;
23. Relies on scripture reading, prayer, and corporate worship for inner strength;
24. Promotes human rights and works to create an non-racist society;
25. Shares power and acknowledges the inescapable network of mutuality among the human family.

Finance Committee Update
Submitted by Finance Chair Robin House
It has been my pleasure to be the chairperson of the finance committee for the last 5 years. According to
guidelines set forth in the United Methodist Book of Discipline, there are term limits on leadership
positions. Starting in 2021, our new finance committee chairperson will be George Fisher. George has
several years of experience on the finance committee as our former treasurer. Brenda DuLong will take
over the position of Financial Secretary from Wanda Sealander. Lesley Fallu is entering her second year as
treasurer. Joe Marrone serves as the trustees representative to the finance committee. Nancy Burt is our
recording secretary and, along with George Fisher, Larry Hodkinson has contributed much of his time in
preparing our budget.
While the function of the finance committee seems very business-like, we also pray before each meeting
asking for God’s guidance to help us serve our church in a way that is pleasing to Him.
We are very grateful for your support. Even though we have received many generous donations, 2020 has
been financially challenging. I’d like to share the highlights with you.
 We received funding from the federal CARES Act Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan which covered 8
weeks of salaries and utilities and we are in the process of applying for loan forgiveness.
 We finished out the year with all bills paid including 100% of our Mission Shares that are paid to the New
England Conference.
 With Kyle Sanborn’s help and with some special donations, we were able to purchase the equipment needed
to switch to online and live-stream worship. We have also contracted Kyle to be our videographer.
 Taking into consideration the uncertainty that the COVID-19 pandemic has caused, the generosity team has
postponed our annual giving campaign until spring. We ask our current supporters to continue giving at least
at your current level if you are able. If you designate your donation to go to current expenses, then Lesley
will be able to apply your donation to where it is needed most.
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OUTREACH
A Note from Operation Care for Troops
Dear Knitters and Friends,
Thank you for your support of Operation Care for Troops with the generous
donation of 240 handmade scarves and 16 hats for our troops. Holidays are a
difficult time for our deployed men and women. Your generosity is
overwhelmingly appreciated.
During the 2020 November packing event, OCT shipped 1385 holiday
stockings. This brings our total for the past 17 years to 115,287 boxes. Below
is an email we received:
“Thank you very much for the kind and thoughtful care packages over the
holiday season. My team here was very excited to receive such nice gifts, and
for me personally, I especially cherished the hand written notes from families
and drawings from kids, etc. I’ve deployed 2 times before, but this has been
my first deployment as a father… so the “heart felt” letters really hit home for me and meant a lot.
Thank you so much again and please pass to the various people that their hard work meant a lot to us out here
in Kuwait, and we appreciate all that you do!
Kyle”
Thank you for being a part of this effort to support our deployed military personnel.
Regards,
Deborah A. Luszey
Operation Care for Troops
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COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
Red Cross Blood Drive here at St. James UMC
We had an outstanding turnout for our November 18 blood drive. The
Red Cross collected 38 units of blood, impacting the lives of 114
hospital patients. Our next blood drive will be
Wednesday, January 27, from 1:30 – 7:00 pm
Schedule an appointment by visiting RedCrossBlood.org, using the Red Cross Blood Donor App, calling 1-800RED-CROSS or enabling the Blood Donor Skill on any Alexa Echo device.

SeniorHousingNet.com, an industry-leading senior care organization
is dedicated to providing tools and essential resources to help
enhance the lives of older adults of all walks of life.
They have published a dedicated page that provides extremely well detailed information for families and
senior citizens who are looking for senior living and care options that can help maintain their independence
and quality of life in New Hampshire. This free resource provides comprehensive information on topics like
financial support and care options that are available in New Hampshire, and their website offers resources for
every city and state across the country.
You can read more about their work in New Hampshire by visiting their website
https://www.seniorhousingnet.com/seniors/senior-living-us/new-hampshire

Family Game Night Offered by Merrimack Public Library
Join us for a fun night of games for all ages and abilities via Zoom.
Our staff are excited to introduce you to games you don't know
and help you enjoy old favorites!
Available games will include Among Us, Jackbox Games, and Snakeoil. Games will require the use of a
computer or smart device to play. Families can either share a single device and work as a team, or have each
family member use their own device to add that friendly competitive edge!
Register at the link below or email Ben at youthservices@merrimacklibrary.org(link sends e-mail) for more
information.
Link: https://merrimacklibrary.org/events/2020/11/23/family-game-night-zoom
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SMALL BLESSINGS
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