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Pastor’s Message
Dear Friends,
Families are funny. If you saw your relatives on Thanksgiving (social distancing across the table or via ZOOM),
you know that’s true. Church families are funny, too. Every year about this time, as we rummage around
looking for our old, familiar Christmas decorations, we stumble across something else that’s old and familiar –
a liturgical conundrum.
Why can’t we sing Christmas carols during Advent?
This year, let’s approach the question using the Wesleyan Quadrilateral. Let’s apply scripture, tradition,
reason and experience to see if we might finally come up with an answer. Here goes:
Scripture. Psalm 100 tells us to “make a joyful noise to the Lord … come into his presence with singing.” But
Psalm 27 says: “Wait for the Lord; be strong and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord.” Ecclesiastes
reminds us that “for everything there is a season …” but Paul says, “Rejoice always!” Nothing about the
proper singing of Christmas carols.
Tradition. Looking w-a-y back, carols were songs sung in pagan solstice celebrations. Christians tried adapting
the practice in celebration of Jesus’ birth but the music just didn’t sound as cheerful in Latin; and by the
Middle Ages people had lost interest in celebrating Christmas altogether. St. Francis of Assisi attempted to
revive carol singing as a means of telling the Christmas story in 1223, but the Puritans put an end to that (and
all forms of celebration, religious or secular) in the mid-1600s. Or at least they tried to. Carol singing went
underground, emerging once more in Victorian England as daring carolers gathered to sing together in town
squares. Carols were not sung in church, however, until the mid-19th century – and then, primarily, on
Christmas Eve.
Reason. Think about it … on the one hand, we love to sing Christmas carols and the church calendar only gives
us four weeks to do it. Why not sing these beautiful hymns as much as we can for as long as we can? On the
other hand, Advent (like Lent) is a season for waiting and preparing. A holy time set apart for anticipating our
greatest gift from God. Some things can’t be rushed. On still another hand (?), is a compromise possible?
Experience. Although this year is anything but usual, usually there are Christmas concerts and TV specials
galore in the weeks between Thanksgiving and Christmas – and malls and radio stations start playing both
secular and religious Christmas music well before that. There are CDs and DVDs and Siri and Alexa, too. If
anything, speaking for myself, as the number of shopping days dwindles, my tendency to block out Christmas
carols increases. Which makes me feel somewhat guilty …
So where does that leave us? What about a compromise? During these next four weeks, Advent hymns will
help us hear the wilderness cry of John, the determination of Joseph, the faithfulness of Mary, and then the
joy of baby Jesus! At the same time, Darlene has agreed to play Christmas carols at the start and conclusion of
each worship service. Of course, our Christmas Eve service will tell the whole story again in Word and all our
favorite carols.
We’re hoping that this compromise will bring us together musically as we anticipate, prepare for, and
celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Advent blessings,
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
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WORSHIP
Back to Online Worship Only
Taking into consideration the increasing number of COVID cases in New Hampshire, our church council held a
special meeting on Friday, November 20. The council voted in favor of suspending in-person worship offering
online only worship beginning with the November 29 worship service, and continuing through Advent.
Exceptions include in-person communion and outdoor Lessons and Carols on Christmas Eve. Details on p. 4.
The Church council will reevaluate whether to reopen or continue with remote worship services at their
January 12, 2021 meeting. Worship online with us at www.stjames-umchurch.org.

In the darkness … Light!
Advent Series Enlightens a Challenging Year
Our Advent worship series, inspired in part by Marcia McFee and the
Worship Design Studio, recognizes the many struggles the world has
endured this year and looks deeper to find the Light of Christ in every
darkness.
Thanks to our own worship design team, the theme of the light shattering the darkness is illustrated by
luminaries, Advent candles, window, pew and altar candles.
The reading schedule is as follows:
Nov. 29
Matthew 3:1-6
Dec. 6
Matthew 1:18-24
Dec. 13
Luke 1:26-38
Dec. 20
Luke 2:1-7

In the Darkness of Despair, the Light of Hope
In the Darkness of Anxiety, the Light of Peace
In the Darkness of Fear, the Light of Love
In the Darkness of Uncertainty, the Light of Joy

Our Children’s Messages during Advent will reinforce God’s gifts of hope, peace, love and joy in Jesus through
weekly mailings of Advent “surprises” that are demonstrated and explained during worship. Kids, watch your
mailbox!

Bishop’s Day in the Granite District
Bishop Devadhar is planning a time of listening and sharing on Wednesday, December 2 from 7:00 to 8:30
pm. All are invited to join this virtual gathering. The Zoom link is available on the New England Conference
website www.neumc.org.
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In-Person Communion Offered to Community on December 6
Our worship services will be recorded and available on YouTube until January 2021
(at the earliest), but on Communion Sundays we will also offer in-person
communion in the sanctuary. As before, masks and physical distancing are
required. Communion will be served between 9:30-10 AM on December 6 and on
January 3. Please call the office to sign-up for contact tracing purposes. Thank you.

Blue Christmas Service, Monday, December 21 via ZOOM
Our Blue Christmas or Longest Night Service will be offered via ZOOM
this year on Monday, December 21 at 7 PM. This service is especially
appropriate for those who find the holidays challenging due to the loss
of a loved one, illness or depression, or some other burden that Christ
alone can lift. Participate on your own or invite a friend. Please sign up
with the church office and include your e-mail address to receive the
zoom invitation. Also, those attending this year’s service are invited to
have a candle and a means to light it in place before we begin.

A Special Place for Santa: Beloved Story to be Enacted on Sunday, December 20
Sometimes we think that Santa Claus and Jesus send different messages at Christmas … that Santa represents
commercialism that threatens to drown out the sacred reason for the season. But this book by Jeanne Pieper
tells a different story. Be sure to listen and watch as Santa comes to St. James to help us understand that
Santa’s gifts are given in honor of God’s most wonderful gift of all: Jesus.

Christmas Eve Services – On-line and In-Person
Our traditional Christmas Eve service will be recorded and posted on YouTube this year due to COVID
precautions. A Christmas Eve service with Bishop Devadhar, members of the Cabinet and others will also be
available through our web site on Thursday, December 24.
In addition, weather permitting, we will gather in-person in the parking lot in front of the sanctuary for a halfhour service of lessons and carols starting at 4 PM. Masks are required; hats and mittens are recommended.
Please sign up ahead of time for contact tracing purposes. Call the office at 603-424-7459 if you have
questions.
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New Pew “Reserved” Cloths
The Reeds Ferry Women’s Club donated reserved signs
in memory of Pat Bergstrom who was a long time
member of both St. James and the Reeds Ferry Women’s
Club. The two pew cloths will be used for special
occasions. Club member Phyllis Ekins coordinated taking
measurements. They were sewn by Linda Adams and
were professionally embroidered. Phyllis and club
president Barbara Watson presented the finished signs
to the church.

December 2020 Diversity Discussions
Submitted by Gwen Murray
So you want to be an ally? I found a website GUIDE TO
ALLYSHIP, www.guidetoallyship.com, to be a great place to
start. Begun by Amélie Lamont it is an open source starter
guide to help you become a more thoughtful and effective ally.
To whom do you want to be an ally? There are many oppressed and marginalized communities just some of
which are black, brown, Asian, Native American, LGBTQIA+, and undocumented immigrants.
Being an ally is hard. It is uncomfortable. “Being an ally doesn’t necessarily mean you fully understand what it
feels like to be oppressed. It means you’re taking on the struggle as your own.” Although there is much to be
unlearned to be an ally and mistakes happen, you must own your mistakes and embrace the daily work of
doing better. Let God's love shine in your work. As you start to open yourself to being an ally for one
community you will be blessed to see how your work is transforming your actions and attitudes toward other
communities.
Take the time to read this article and continue your journey for inclusivity and diversity. We each must use our
common sense to stand for social justice and against the '-isms' that are the life of the oppressed just because
of who they are. God is calling all of us to be better and to use our voices and actions to stand with and for his
holy kin-dom.
TO BE AN ALLY IS TO...
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Take on the struggle as your own.
Transfer the benefits of your privilege to those who lack it.
Amplify voices of the oppressed before your own.
Acknowledge that even though you feel pain, the conversation is not about you.
Stand up, even when you feel scared.
Own your mistakes and de-center yourself.
Understand that your education is up to you and no one else.
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A Busy Year for our Board of Trustees
Our board of trustees had a particularly busy year. Here is the trustees report that was included in the
participant packet from our annual church conference on Monday, November 9:
Trustees report provided by Trustees Chairperson Mike Dinsmore








Live Streaming: COVID required changes to how the church operates and we innovated in this area, adapting to
providing recorded services via YouTube. This progressed to an investment in live streaming and today we can
provide a hybrid service with limited in-person attendance along with a video stream for those watching from
home.
Faciilty Use Application: COVID required changes to our policies for facility use. We stopped allowing use of the
facilty for much of the year following state guidelines but also evolved our policies and forms to reflect the new
normal as we began allowing use again in October.
Parsonage Repairs: This year the parsonage has been the star of the maintenance show. Early in the year, a
water pipe leaked due to age, causing a cascade of different required repairs to the home. The basement
flooded, the hardwood floors in the dining room were damaged and the water went through the wall connecting
the garage, damaging the walls there. Fortunately, insurance covered most of the expenses of professional
remediation, but there has been a large impact to our Pastor and her family. The garage contained asbestos
requiring special remediation and the hardwood floor repair requires that their furnishings be moved out
temporarily to expose the surface of the first floor. Other safety issues were addressed independently including
electrical wiring problems and replacement of the water heater and furnace.
Church Repairs/Improvements: This year, we had numerous repair calls to fix the church heating system. We
also had to replace a leaking water heater. COVID gave us the chance to make progress on quite a few projects
at the church, including painting and updating our parlor as well as painting the sanctuary.

St. James UMC COVID Policy to be Announced and Posted
As the numbers of people infected by COVID-19 continues to increase, the
trustees are preparing a clear and simple policy to guide our decisions and
actions as we seek to keep our church family and friends safe. This policy will be
posted throughout the building and will apply to all who enter for any reason.
Please abide by this policy to help keep our church and community safe and healthy. Thanks.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

OUTREACH
Giving Tree
During the Advent season the outreach team
would like to help families buy Christmas gifts
and other essentials such as groceries and gas. If
you would like to donate Target, Walmart,
grocery or gas gift cards, you may drop them off
or mail them to the church.

Boy Scouts Organize Community Food Drive and Fall Clean-Up
Many thank to the Boys Scouts and their leaders for organizing the Fall Food
Drive for our food pantry. In all, approximately 700 bags of food were
collected and stored in the Wesley Room to re-stock our shelves for the
holidays. Scout leaders report that community response to the annual food
drive increased this year from 10% to 28%! Many thanks to all!
We’d also like to thank the scouts for participating in the Fall Clean-Up to
prepare the church and parsonage grounds for winter – a big job that makes a
big difference!
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News from the Clothes Closet
To minimize exposure to COVID-19 for volunteers and patrons alike, the
St. James Clothes closet will be open by appointment only until further
notice. If you or someone you know needs clothing, contact the church
office at 424-7459.

Great Gifts That Make a Big Impact
When you shop the Heifer Marketplace, you’ll find something for everyone for the holidays, birthdays or any
special occasion!
From colorful animal Christmas tree ornaments handcrafted by
people in the Andes to delicious coffee, chocolate and spice
blends sourced from hardworking small scale farmers and
beautiful fair-trade jewelry handmade by women in places like
India and Kenya. There really is something for everyone! When
you shop the Marketplace, your purchases make a real
difference to families in need. Your gifts will ensure that
struggling farmers, small business owners and parents around
the world will be able to provide for their families. Visit
Heifer.org/marketplace to start shopping!

FELLOWSHIP

Calling All Men!
In addition to the church’s COVID-19 closing, the December 5 men’s
breakfast has been cancelled.
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COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

What’s New at Merrimack Parks & Recreation
Visit www.merrimackparksandrec.org for event details and to register.

Free Tai Chi Demo Day: Tuesday, December 1, 2020 from 5:30 pm - 6:15 pm. Registration required.
6 Week Tai Chi Class: Tuesdays, December 8, 2020 to January 12, 2021 from 5:30 - 6:15 pm. $120.00 per
person

Wilderness First Aid Course: Saturday, Dec 13th - Sunday, Dec 14th $160.00 pp
Safe Sitter®: Saturday, December 19th from 9am to 3pm. Ages 11 to 15, Cost: $105
Wasserman Winter Warriors Trifecta
All participants will receive a unique finisher medal for each individual race of the trifecta. The three race
pieces all fit together to complete the Wasserman Winter Warrior Trifecta medal combo.
Race Fees:
Hot Chocolate Sampler 2K $10 (Participants receive a 2K finisher medal)
The S’more The Better 4K $15 (Participants receive 4K finisher medal)
Turn up the Heat Chili 6K $20 (Participants receive a 6K finisher medal)
SIGN UP FOR THE 3 RACE PACKAGE FOR A FEE OF $40.00: SAVINGS OF $5.00 OFF THE RACE COST AND YOU
RECEIVE ALL 3 FINISHER MEDALS ALONG WITH A COMMEMORATIVE LONG SLEEVE EVENT SHIRT WITH YOUR
REGISTRATION.
Interested in participating but don’t want to run outdoors this winter or one of the dates doesn't work for you?
Sign up for our virtual option and send us a picture of your tracked time app or treadmill and we will mail your
race swag out to you. Simply click the virtual option on the registration form.
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First Annual Virtual Ugly Sweater Contest
to Support SJCS Meals on Wheels
It's not too early to start asking...
Have a ho-ho-horrible sweater you want the world to see? You know
you have one...hiding in the back of your closet, waiting to make its
embarrassing once-a-year appearance. This year, give it new purpose!
Let its ugliness shine and enter it in the SJCS Meals on Wheels first ever
virtual Ugly Holiday Sweater Contest!
Make a donation in any amount to support our Meals on Wheels program, submit a photo of yourself wearing
the ugly sweater and you will be entered to win. Only one photo submission per donation. Visit our event page
to enter: https://www.mealsonwheelsnh.org/ugly-sweater-contest. Winners will receive gift cards in the below
amounts and even better... bragging rights!
~ "So Ugly it Works" ($25)
~ "Most Originally Ugly” ($50)
~ "Should Never Ever be Seen in Public" ($75)
Contest starts on Monday, November 16th and runs through Wednesday, December 16th at 4:30 p.m. Winners
will be announced on Friday, December 18th and will earn a coveted spot on the SJCS Facebook Ugly Sweater
Wall of Fame.
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SMALL BLESSINGS
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Sanctuary
Undercrooft
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