St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and choose online worship from the worship menu
at the top of the homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin.
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December 24, 2020
Christmas Eve Service
Please have printed bulletins and candles (and a means to light them) prepared at home
to fully participate in this special Christmas Eve worship service.

GATHERING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST
PRELUDE

Darlene Skene

PRONOUNCEMENT
WELCOME
HYMN

Evan Carlson
Rev. Lynne Mentzer

“O Come, All Ye Faithful” No. 234 (vs. 1,3)

Darlene Skene

O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.
Come and behold him, born the King of angels;
Refrain
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation;
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;
Refrain
CALL TO WORSHIP AND LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES Robin and David House
Reader: We gather this night to worship God and to celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Light
of the world. And so we light the candle of HOPE.
Response: Christ is our hope and our salvation
Reader: We light the candle of PEACE to remember that it is only by following Jesus that
true peace will be found.
Response: Christ brings the peace of God to us.
Reader: We light the candle of LOVE to honor Jesus as God’s gift of love, as a sign that
the light of love triumphs over the darkness.
Response: Christ brings the love of God into the world.
Reader: We light the candle of JOY to reflect the joy of all hearts that abide in him.
Response: Christ is the source of our joy.
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Reader: Tonight we light the Christ candle, for the people who walked in darkness have
seen a great light – the Light of the world!
Response: “Glory be to God in the highest! And on earth, peace and goodwill
among all people!”
“Still, Still, Still”

SPECIAL MUSIC

Darlene Skene

CHRISTMAS LESSONS AND CAROLS
SCRIPTURE READING

Isaiah 9: 2, 6 and 7
Sam and Keanna Nickerson, and Victoria Rannou
The prophet announces the birth of a king to a people in darkness.

HYMN

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” No. 211 (vs. 1,4)
O Come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of god appear.
Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, thou Root of Jesse’s tree,
An ensign of thy people be;
Before thee rulers silent fall;
All peoples on thy mercy call.
Refrain

SCRIPTURE READING
Luke 1:26-33
The angel tells Mary she will give birth to God’s Son.

Hannah Cote

HYMN
“Angels from the Realms of Glory” No. 220 (vs. 1, 2)
Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story now proclaim Messiah’s birth:
Refrain
Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King
Shepherds, in the field a biding, watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing; yonder shines the infant light:
Refrain
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SCRIPTURE READING
HYMN

Luke 2:1-7
Anthony and Cooper Lazzaro
Jesus is born in a stable in Bethlehem.

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” No. 230 (vs. 1, 2)
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everslasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the King and peace to all on earth!

SCRIPTURE READING
Luke 2:8-16
Amelia Savoy
The shepherds follow a star to find the Light of the world.
HYMN
“Angels We Have Heard on High” No. 238 (vs. 1, 2)
Angels, we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song?
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
SCRIPTURE READING
John 1:1-5, 10-14
Colin Hudzikiewicz
John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
SPECIAL MUSIC
CHRISTMAS EVE MESSAGE

“O Holy Night”

Darlene Skene
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
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* HYMN

“Joy to the World” No. 246 (vs. 1,2,4)
Joy to the World, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and heaven, and nature sing.
Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.
He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness,
And wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love.
PRAYING AS JESUS TAUGHT US

RESPONSIVE PRAYER AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Jesus of Bethlehem and Nazareth and Calvary –
We are expecting you tonight.
Come and be born in us.

Rev. Lynne Mentzer

Jesus of the manger and the temple.
Jesus of the lakeside and the city -We are expecting you tonight.
Come and be born in us.
Jesus of Mary and Joseph, and shepherds and kings.
Jesus of sinners and seekers, and all who receive you –
We are expecting you tonight.
Come and be born in us.
Jesus who takes and breaks and lifts and blesses.
We are confessing through you tonight:
O God, forgive us our greed. Forgive us our wars. Forgive us our exclusions.
Forgive us our reckless misuse of blessings and resources. Forgive our
unforgiving. Free us from these debts we have incurred against you, so that we
might live together in peace as your people, faithful followers of your Son, Jesus
Christ. Amen.

5

Jesus of hope and peace and love and joy -We are expecting you tonight.
Come and be born in us. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Ryan Carlson
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen.
REFLECTING GOD’S LIGHT AND LOVE INTO THE WORLD
SPECIAL READING

“That Day is Christmas”
Morgan Lazzaro
with Brooke, Julia and Miles Lazzaro

PRAYER OF DEDICATION FOR CHRISTMAS OFFERING
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
O God, on this most holy night, as we stand in awe of the gift of your Son, given in
love to save your beloved creation, we offer our gifts to build up your kingdom on
earth. Bless and multiply them, we pray, that together we will serve you by serving
your people. In the name of your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, we ask it. Amen.
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHTING
At this time you are invited to light candles at home and join in singing “Silent Night.”
HYMN

“Silent Night” No. 239 (vs. 1-4)
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light;
Radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!

A CHRISTMAS BLESSING
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
POSTLUDE
Darlene Skene
___________________________________________________________________________
(Responsive Prayer and Prayer of Confession adapted from the Camas Friends Church, WA)
6

