St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin.
The announcements are at the end of the bulletin.
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November 8, 2020
23 Sunday after Pentecost
rd

GATHERING AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES
GATHERING MUSIC

Darlene Skene

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rev. Lynne Mentzer

GREETING OF PEACE
INTROIT

Darlene Skene
PRAYING AS JESUS TAUGHT US

OPENING PRAYER

Carole Vandermark

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen.
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S TIME
GOSPEL READING
MESSAGE

Matthew 25: 1-13

Rev. Lynne Mentzer
Carole Vandermark
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
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HYMN

“Trust and Obey” No. 467 (vs. 1,214)

Darlene Skene

When we walk with the Lord in the light of his word,
What a glory he sheds on our way!
While we do his good will, he abides with us still,
And with all who will trust and obey.
Refrain
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way
To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.
Not a burden we bear, not a sorrow we share,
But our toil he doth richly repay;
Not a grief or a loss, not a frown or a cross,
But is blest if we trust and obey.
Refain
Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at his feet,
Or we’ll walk by his side in the way;
What he says we will do, where he sends we will go;
Never fear, only trust and obey.
Refrain

SHARING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING AND GRATITUDE MOMENT
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND DEDICATION
O God, we wish we could always identify with the wise, but too often we are
distracted and made foolish by our own agendas. Forgive our inattention, and
renew our desire to listen and respond to you above all else. Accept and bless
the gifts we bring this day, and guide us to use them faithfully and fruitfully. We
ask this in Jesus’ name, Amen.

3

GOING FORTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
SOULWORK ASSIGNMENT FOR THE WEEK
* HYMN

“We Are Called” No. 2172

Darlene Skene

Come! Live in the light!
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!
We are called to be light for the kingdom,
To live in the freedom of the city of God!
(Refrain)
We are called to act with justice,
We are called to love tenderly,
We are called to serve one another,
To walk humbly with God!
Come! Open your heart!
Show your mercy to all those in fear!
We are called to be hope for the hopeless
So all hatred and blindness will be no more!
(Refrain)
Sing! Sing a new song!
Sing of that great day when all will be one!
God will reign, and we’ll walk with each other
As sisters and brothers united in love!
(Refrain)
* BLESSING
* POSTLUDE

Darlene Skene
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Virtual Church Conference - Monday, November 9, 2020 at 7:00 pm
Each year every United Methodist Church hosts an annual church conference to review the work of the year, to do the business
of the church, and to share God’s unfolding vision for us – all in a worshipful setting. This year our church conference will be
held on Monday, November 9 at 7:00 pm. Like many other events of 2020, church conferences will look different for the
Granite District this year and will be held virtually. Our District Superintendent Rev. Taesung Kang will preside and all will
receive a Zoom invitation to attend by email on or before 1//9.

5-Week ZOOM Book Study: Anxious For Nothing by Max Lucado
“Does the uncertainty and chaos of life keep you up at night? We all encounter anxiety, but we don’t have to let worry and
fear control our lives. Anxious for Nothing by Max Lucado will help us to: 1. Celebrate God’s goodness; 2. Ask God for help;
3. Leave our concerns with God; 4. Meditate on good things; 5. Stop letting anxiety rule the day.”
Books are available through Amazon ($11.79 new, less for used).
Five Wednesday evenings from 7-8 PM, starting October 28. Please sign up with Pastor Lynne -- ZOOM invitation will be emailed to participants prior to each session.
Come join us on a “journey to true freedom and experience more joy, clarity, physical renewal, and contentment by the
power of the Holy Spirit.”

Operation Care For Troops
Please bring scarves and hats to St. James by November 15 for the holiday shipment to Operation Care for Troops. Any
questions, contact Louise Yeaton at (603) 402-2705.
In addition to hats and scarves, Debbe Walter is collecting hand written cards to express gratitude and prayers of goodwill to
our active duty service men and women. You may bring your cards to the church any time by the same November 15
deadline.

Red Cross Blood Drive here at St. James UMC on Wednesday, November 18, 2020 from 1:30 – 7:00 pm.
Schedule an appointment by visiting RedCrossBlood.org, using the Red Cross Blood Donor App, calling 1-800-RED-CROSS or
enabling the Blood Donor Skill on any Alexa Echo device.

Food Pantry Thanksgiving Baskets
Our food pantry will distribute Thanksgiving baskets on Tuesday, November 24 to local families in need. We would appreciate
donations of turkey, cranberry sauce, pies and baked goods as well as monetary donations to help fund the purchase of fresh
fruit and vegetables. In order to adequately fill the baskets, we will need to receive the items by Sunday, November 22.
Contact Donna Johnson, director johnsondonna382@gmail.com or 440-9597 or David and Barbara Jenkins 620-0685 with
questions.

This Week’s Events at St. James – November 8, 2020
Today, Sunday 11/8 9:30 am Worship
Monday, 11/9
7:00 pm Virtual Church Conference
Tuesday, 11/10
9:30 am Food Pantry
7:00 pm Church Council Meeting
Wednesday, 11/11 9:00 am Clothes Closet
10:30 am Zoom Virtual Coffee Hour
7:00 pm Anxious For Nothing Book Study
Next Sunday. 11/15 9:30 am Worship
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