St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin.
The announcements are at the end of the bulletin.
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November 22, 2020
Thanksgiving Sunday

GATHERING AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES
GATHERING MUSIC

Darlene Skene

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rev. Lynne Mentzer

GREETING OF PEACE
INTROIT

Darlene Skene
PRAYING AS JESUS TAUGHT US

OPENING PRAYER

Prayer to the Holy Spirit (UMH No. 329 )

George Fisher

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen.
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S TIME
Cracker Jacks the Clown
GOSPEL READING
Job (a paraphrase from The Message)
George Fisher
MESSAGE Job and Anne Talk Turkey About Giving Thanks
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
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HYMN

“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” No. 694 (vs. 1,2,4)

Darlene Skene

Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home;
All is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin.
God our Maker doth provide for our wants to be supplied;
Come to God’s own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home.
All the world is God’s own field, fruit as praise to God we yield;
Wheat and tares together sown are to joy or sorrow grown;
First the blade and then the ear, then the full corn shall appear;
Lord of harvest, grant that we wholesome grain and pure may be.
Even so, Lord, quickly come, bring thy final harvest home;
Gather thou thy people in, free from sorrow, free from sin,
There, forever purified, in thy presence to abide;
Come, with all thine angels, come, raise the glorious harvest home.
SHARING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING AND GRATITUDE MOMENT
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND DEDICATION
O God, on this Thanksgiving Sunday we confess our forgetfulness. We forget
your constant presence and feel alone. We forget your gifts of forgiveness and
new life and cling to our old ways. Forgive us. Remind us to give thanks for
everything – and to give everything we can in heartfelt thanksgiving. In Jesus’
name we ask it, Amen.
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GOING FORTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
SOULWORK ASSIGNMENT FOR THE WEEK
“Amazing Grace” No. 378 (vs. 1,2,6)

* HYMN

Darlene Skene

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
That save a wretch like me!
I one was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see.
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed.
When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Then we’d first begun.
* BLESSING
* POSTLUDE

Darlene Skene

This Week’s Events at St. James – November 22, 2020
Today, Sunday 11/22
Monday, 11/23
Tuesday, 11/24
Wednesday, 11/25

Thursday, 11/26
Next Sunday, 11/29

9:30 am Worship
9:30 am – noon Food Pantry Thanksgiving Baskets Distribution
9:30 am Food Pantry Closed
7:00 pm Trustees meeting
9:00 am Clothes Closet Closed
10:30 am Zoom Virtual Coffee Hour
7:00 pm Anxious for Nothing book study
Happy Thanksgiving! Church office closed today.
9:30 am Worship
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Food Pantry Change of Plans
The Food Pantry will be closed on Tuesday, November 24. Thanksgiving baskets will be distributed on Monday, November
23 from 9:30 to noon.

Clothes Closet Closed for Thanksgiving
The Clothes closet will be closed on Wednesday, November 25.

ZOOM In for Virtual Coffee Hour Wednesday Mornings
At 10:30 AM each Wednesday morning, 16-20 church friends turn on their laptop computers and ZOOM in for our weekly
virtual coffee hour. Invitations are e-mailed out to the entire church family no later than Tuesday afternoon – just click and
join in on Wednesday morning. We check in with each other, share stories and God-moments, pray and laugh together. Won’t
you join us? If you haven’t received your invitation by e-mail, please contact the church office. Hope to see you Wednesday!

Hannaford Fight Hunger Bag Program
For the month of November, Merrimack Community Food Pantry will receive a $1 donation from each purchase of
the $2.50 reusable Fight Hunger Bag at the Hannaford store located at 4 Jenkins Road, Bedford NH.

Giving Tree
During the Advent season the outreach team would like to help families buy Christmas gifts and other essentials such as
groceries and gas. If you would like to donate Target, Walmart, grocery or gas gift cards, you may drop them off or mail them
to the church.

Donate Wrapping Paper to Nashua Children’s Home
We are collecting holiday wrapping paper, bows and tape for the Nashua Children’s Home. You may bring donations to the
church on Sunday or during office hours on or before Thursday, December 17.

Men’s Breakfast
The St. James United Methodist Men (UMM) invites you to their monthly breakfast on Saturday, December 5 at 8:00 am at
Joey’s Diner in Amherst. All men are invited to attend. Please wear a mask when entering the diner.

A Message from the Finance Committee
As we prepare for Thanksgiving and the upcoming season of Advent, we reflect on the challenges and blessings we have
experienced this year. We are very thankful that we have been able to continue having meaningful worship services,
whether in-person or online and continue serving our community as well. This would not be possible without your support.
Unfortunately we have not been able to have as many fundraisers such as church suppers and the harvest fair and we are
relying on your offerings. If you have made a pledge to St. James for 2020, please check your 3rd quarter statement to
ensure that your pledges are up to date. If you have not made a pledge, we appreciate giving as you are able.
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