St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin.
The announcements are at the end of the bulletin.
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November 1, 2020
22nd Sunday after Pentecost

GATHERING AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES
GATHERING MUSIC

Darlene Skene

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT

Rev. Lynne Mentzer
Darlene Skene

PRAYING AS JESUS TAUGHT US
OPENING PRAYER

Nancy Burt

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Rev. Lynne Mentzer

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory forever. Amen.
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S TIME
GOSPEL READING
SERMON

Matthew 5: 1-12

Nancy Burt

2

HYMN

“Blest Are They” No. 2155 (vs. 1,2,5)

Darlene Skene

Blest are they, the poor in spirit;
Theirs is the kingdom of God.
Blest are they, full of sorrow;
They shall be consoled.
Refrain
Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you.
Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God!
Blest are they, the lowly ones;
They shall inherit the earth.
Blest are they who hunger and thirst;
They shall have their fill.
Refrain
Blest are you who suffer hate,
All because of me.
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom.
Shine for all to see.
Refrain
SHARING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
COMMUNION / LOVE FEAST
Let us remember why we gather.
We gather in the name of our Lord. The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
We offer our hearts and lives to the Lord.
It is our joy to give thanks and praise to God.
Recognizing that we share this blessed meal with believers in physical and spiritual
solidarity, we humbly take our place as disciples of Jesus, forgive one another and pray
for peace.
Holy are you, O God, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, whose life, death and
resurrection makes possible new life, transformation and the assurance of eternal
life in you for all.
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Let us remember what Jesus did. It was in table fellowship that Jesus shared his last
meal with his followers. We lift the bread as he did; and we share it remembering his
words:
“This is my body, given for you. Eat and remember me.”
We also lift and bless the cup as he did; and we share it remembering his words:
“This is my blood, shed for you. Drink and remember me.”
Let us remember the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit on all who gather in your name, and on the
bread and juice that nourish our spirits. Make them be for us the bread of life and the
cup of salvation through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Make us one in love, one in faithfulness,
and one in ministry to all the world as we seek and reflect the presence of your Word
among us.
Amen.
Let us remember the blessing of community. It is not for us alone that this gift was given.
For God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, so that whoever believes may
enter eternal life.
And so we renew our covenant to love God and to love one another as Jesus loves us.
May the sacrament of holy communion strengthen us to love kindness, do justice
and walk humbly with God, this day and always. Amen.
And now let us share bread and juice in holy remembrance.
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING AND GRATITUDE MOMENT
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
O God of saints past and present – O God of sinners here and everywhere – we
come to you this day to confess and sing your praises, to take and share your holy
meal, to turn and claim the name by which you call us your own. By that name -the name of Your Son, our Lord, Jesus the Christ – all that we are and all that we
have is yours. Thank you! Hallelujah! Amen.
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GOING FORTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
SOULWORK ASSIGNMENT (see Nine Sacred Pathways at end of bulletin)
CLOSING HYMN “For All the Saints”

No. 711 (vs. 1,4,6)

Darlene Skene

For all the saints, who from their labors rest,
Who thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Alleluia, Alleluia!
O Blest communion, fellowship divine!
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
Yet all are one in thee for all are thine.
Alleluia, Alleluia!
From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost:
Alleluia, Alleluia!
*BLESSING
* POSTLUDE

Darlene Skene
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Nine Sacred Pathways to Lead Us Closer to God
From Sacred Pathways by Gary Thomas
Naturalist: Loving God Outdoors
“Naturalists would prefer to leave any building … to pray to God beside a river. Leave the books
behind, forget the demonstrations – just let them take a walk through the woods, mountains, or open
meadows. They learn to seek God by surrounding themselves with all that God has made.”
If you agree with this statement, you are a naturalist: “Seeing God’s beauty in nature is more moving
to me than understanding new concepts, participating in a formal religious service, or participating in
social causes.”
Sensate: Loving God with the Senses
“Sensate Christians want to be lost in the awe, beauty, and splendor of God. When these Christians
worship, they want to be filled with sights, sounds, and smells that overwhelm them. Anything that
touches the senses can be a powerful threshold of worship for sensate Christians.”
If you agree with this statement, you are a sensate: “I enjoy attending a ‘high church’ service with
incense and formal Holy Communion or Eucharist.”
Traditionalist: Loving God through Ritual and Symbol
“Traditionalists are fed by the historic dimensions of faith: rituals, symbols, sacraments, and sacrifice.
They enjoy regular attendance at church services, tithing, keeping the Sabbath, praying prayers that
have been prayed by Christians for centuries.”
If you agree with this statement, you are a traditionalist: “I feel closest to God when I’m participating
in a familiar form of worship that has memories dating back to my childhood.”
Ascetic: Loving God in Solitude and Simplicity
“Ascetics want nothing more than to be left alone in prayer. Take away the liturgy, the trappings of
religion, the noise of the outside world. Ascetics live a fundamentally internal existence.
Introspective, they are uncomfortable in any environment that keeps them from ‘listening to the
quiet.’”
If you agree with this statement, you are an ascetic: “I feel closest to God when I am alone and
there is nothing to distract me from God’s presence. I would describe my faith as more internal than
external.”
Activist: Loving God through Confrontation
“Activists serve a God of justice. They define worship as standing against evil and calling sinners to
repentance. These Christians often view church as a place to recharge their batteries so they can
go back into the world to wage war against injustice.”
If you agree with this statement, you are an activist: “I would rather stand in the rain for an hour to
confront an evil than sit in a room by myself for an hour and pray, take a walk in the woods, or spend
an hour reading a book.”
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Caregiver: Loving God by Loving Others
“Caregivers serve God by serving others. They often claim to see Christ in the poor and needy, and
their faith is built up by interacting with other people. Caring for others recharges a caregiver’s
batteries. They may view the devotional lives of contemplatives and enthusiasts as selfish. It’s not
enough to say you love God; you also have to love [and serve] your neighbor.”
If you agree with this statement, you are a caregiver: “I feel God’s presence most strongly when I
am sitting quietly by the bed of someone who is lonely or ill or when I am taking a meal to someone
in need. You can count on me to offer a ride or to volunteer when needed.”
Enthusiast: Loving God with Mystery and Celebration
“Excitement and mystery in worship is the spiritual lifeblood of enthusiasts. These Christians are
cheerleaders for God and the Christians life. If their hearts aren’t moved, if they don’t experience
God’s power, something is missing. They want simply to know concepts, they want to experience,
feel and be moved by them.”
If you agree with this statement, you are an enthusiast: “God is an exciting God, and we should be
excited about worship. I don’t understand how some Christians can say they love God and then act
like they’re going to a funeral whenever they walk into church.”
Contemplative: Loving God through Adoration
“Contemplatives refer to God as Lover, Loving Father, Bridegroom. Their focus is not necessarily on
serving God, doing God’s will, accomplishing great things in God’s name, or even obeying God.
Rather, these Christians seek to love God with the purest, deepest, and brightest love imaginable.”
Mary of Bethany is a prime example.
If you agree with this statement, you are a contemplative: “When I think of God, I think of love,
friendship, and adoration more than anything else. The most difficult times in my faith are when I
can’t feel God’s presence within me.”
Intellectual: Loving God with the Mind
“Intellectuals need their minds to be stirred before their hearts come truly alive. These Christians live
in the world of concepts. Faith is something to be understood as much as experienced. They feel
closest to God when they first understand something new about God.”
If you agree with this statement, you are an intellectual: “It’s very important to me that I know exactly
what I believe. I get frustrated when the church focuses too much on feelings and spiritual
experience. Of more importance to me is to understand Christian faith and to have proper doctrine.”
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Sacred Pathways by Gary Thomas, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1996.
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5-Week ZOOM Book Study: Anxious For Nothing by Max Lucado
“Does the uncertainty and chaos of life keep you up at night? We all encounter anxiety, but we don’t have to let worry and
fear control our lives. Anxious for Nothing by Max Lucado will help us to: 1. Celebrate God’s goodness; 2. Ask God for help;
3. Leave our concerns with God; 4. Meditate on good things; 5. Stop letting anxiety rule the day.”
Books are available through Amazon ($11.79 new, less for used).
Five Wednesday evenings from 7-8 PM, starting October 28. Please sign up with Pastor Lynne -- ZOOM invitation will be emailed to participants prior to each session.
Come join us on a “journey to true freedom and experience more joy, clarity, physical renewal, and contentment by the
power of the Holy Spirit.”

The St. James Clothes Closet has reopened.
Same time (9 am to noon) - new day. Wednesdays have been chosen to avoid extra traffic in and out of the building during
food pantry hours. We will begin taking donations (6 item limit) on Wednesday, November 4.

Men’s Breakfast
The St. James United Methodist Men (UMM) invites you to their monthly breakfast on Saturday, November 7 at 8:00 am at
Joey’s Diner in Amherst. All men are invited to attend. Please wear a mask when entering the diner.

Virtual Church Conference - Monday, November 9, 2020 at 7:00 pm
Each year every United Methodist Church hosts an annual church conference to review the work of the year, to do the business
of the church, and to share God’s unfolding vision for us – all in a worshipful setting. This year our church conference will be
held on Monday, November 9 at 7:00 pm. Like many other events of 2020, church conferences will look different for the
Granite District this year and will be held virtually. Our District Superintendent Taesung Kang will preside and all are
encouraged to attend.

Red Cross Blood Drive
here at St. James UMC on Wednesday, November 18, 2020 from 1:30 – 7:00 pm.
Schedule an appointment by visiting RedCrossBlood.org, using the Red Cross Blood Donor App, calling 1-800-RED-CROSS or
enabling the Blood Donor Skill on any Alexa Echo device

ZOOM In for Virtual Coffee Hour Wednesday Mornings
At 10:30 AM each Wednesday morning, 16-20 church friends turn on their laptop computers and ZOOM in for our
weekly virtual coffee hour. Invitations are e-mailed out to the entire church family no later than Tuesday afternoon
– just click and join in on Wednesday morning. We check in with each other, share stories and God-moments, pray
and laugh together. Won’t you join us? If you haven’t received your invitation by e-mail, please contact the church
office. Hope to see you Wednesday!
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This Week’s Events at St. James– November 1, 2020
Today, Sunday 11/1

Saturday, 11/7

9:30 am
9:30 am
7:00 pm
9:00 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm
8:00 am

Worship with Communion
Food Pantry
Finance Committee Meeting
Clothes Closet
Zoom Virtual Coffee Hour
Anxious For Nothing Book Study
Men’s Breakfast at Joey’s Diner

Next Sunday, 11/8

9:30 am

Worship

Tuesday, 11/3
Wednesday, 11/4
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