St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin.
The announcements are at the end of the bulletin.
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October 25, 2020
21 Sunday after Pentecost
st

GATHERING AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES
GATHERING MUSIC

Darlene Skene

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Brenda DuLong

GREETING OF PEACE
INTROIT

Darlene Skene
PRAYING AS JESUS TAUGHT US

CALL TO WORSHIP (by Elizabeth Rice)

Donna Wallace

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen.
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S TIME
GOSPEL READING
MESSAGE

Matthew 22: 34-46

Carole Vandermark
Donna Wallace
Brenda DuLong
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HYMN

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” No. 140

Darlene Skene

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my father;
There is no shadow of turning with thee;
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;
As thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.
Refrain
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed thy hand hath provided;
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.
Refrain
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
Refrain

SHARING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING AND GRATITUDE MOMENT
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND DEDICATION
Lord of all we see and all that we cannot see: Give us this day a glimpse of the
complexities of the world and the simplicity of living our lives centered in you;
loving you with all our heart, soul, and mind, and loving our neighbors well. Bless
the gifts we offer you; but in our giving help us focus on these other more basic
gifts. May the love we show you and others be a testimony of whom we follow
and who is worthy of our devotion. In Christ’s holy name, we pray. Amen.
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GOING FORTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
SOULWORK ASSIGNMENT FOR THE WEEK
* HYMN

“Blest Be the Tie That Binds” No. 557

Darlene Skene

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christion love;
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.
Before our Father’s throne we pour our ardent prayers;
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares.
We share each other’s woes, our mutual burdens bear;
And often for each other flows the sympathizing tear.
When we asunder part, it gives us inward pain;
But we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to meet again.
* BLESSING
* POSTLUDE

Darlene Skene

.
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5-Week ZOOM Book Study: Anxious For Nothing by Max Lucado
“Does the uncertainty and chaos of life keep you up at night? We all encounter anxiety, but we don’t have to let worry and
fear control our lives. Anxious for Nothing by Max Lucado will help us to: 1. Celebrate God’s goodness; 2. Ask God for help;
3. Leave our concerns with God; 4. Meditate on good things; 5. Stop letting anxiety rule the day.”
Books are available through Amazon ($11.79 new, less for used).
Five Wednesday evenings from 7-8 PM, starting October 28. Please sign up with Pastor Lynne -- ZOOM invitation will be emailed to participants prior to each session.
Come join us on a “journey to true freedom and experience more joy, clarity, physical renewal, and contentment by the
power of the Holy Spirit.”

The St. James Clothes Closet has reopened
Same time (9 am to noon) - new day. Wednesdays have been chosen to avoid extra traffic in and out of the building during
food pantry hours. We will begin taking donations (6 item limit) on Wednesday, November 4.

Men’s Breakfast
The St. James United Methodist Men (UMM) invites you to their monthly breakfast on Saturday, November 7 at 8:00 am at
Joey’s Diner in Amherst. All men are invited to attend. Please wear a mask when entering the diner.

Virtual Church Conference - Monday, November 9, 2020 at 7:00 pm
Each year every United Methodist Church hosts an annual church conference to review the work of the year, to do the business
of the church, and to share God’s unfolding vision for us – all in a worshipful setting. This year our church conference will be
held on Monday, November 9 at 7:00 pm. Like many other events of 2020, church conferences will look different for the
Granite District this year and will be held virtually. Our District Superintendent Taesung Kang will preside and all are
encouraged to attend.

Red Cross Blood Drive
here at St. James UMC on Wednesday, November 18, 2020 from 1:30 – 7:00 pm.
Schedule an appointment by visiting RedCrossBlood.org, using the Red Cross Blood Donor App, calling 1-800-RED-CROSS or
enabling the Blood Donor Skill on any Alexa Echo device.

This Week’s Events at St. James – October 25, 2020
Today, Sunday 10/25 9:30 am Worship
Tuesday, 10/27
9:30 am Food Pantry
7:00 pm Trustees Meeting
Wednesday, 10/28
9:00 am Clothes Closet
10:30 am Zoom Virtual Coffee Hour
7:00 pm Anxious For Nothing Book Study
Saturday, 10/31
Turn your clocks back 1 hour before going to bed!
Next Sunday. 11/1
9:30 am Worship with Communion
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