St. James United Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Highway, PO Box 895
Merrimack, NH 03054

Ministers: Rev. Lynne Mentzer and All the People!
Director of Music: Darlene Skene
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Office Telephone: 424-7459 Parsonage: 424-2758
Food Pantry: Donna Johnson 440-9597
Church E-mail: stjamesmrmk@gmail.com
Prayer Request E-mail: sjprayerchain@gmail.com
Visit us on the web: stjames-umchurch.org
Facebook: St. James UMC

Welcome to on-line worship from St. James United Methodist Church!
We are pleased to have you as part of our family of faith today and every Sunday.
Visit www.stjames-umchurch.org and click on online worship at the top of the
homepage. Turn your sound on and follow along with this bulletin.
The announcements are at the end of the bulletin.
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October 18, 2020
20 Sunday after Pentecost
th

GATHERING AS JESUS’ DISCIPLES
GATHERING MUSIC

Darlene Skene

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rev. Lynne Mentzer

GREETING OF PEACE
INTROIT

Darlene Skene
PRAYING AS JESUS TAUGHT US

OPENING PRAYER

Joyce Hawkins

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen.
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S TIME
GOSPEL READING
MESSAGE

Matthew 22: 15-22

Joyce Hawkins
Rev. Lynne Mentzer
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HYMN

“God of Love and God of Power” No. 578 (vs. 1,3,4)

Darlene Skene

God of love and God of power, grant us in this burning hour
Grace to ask these gifts of thee, daring hearts and spirits free.
God of love and God of power, thou hast called us for this hour.
All our lives belong to thee, thou our final loyalty;
Slaves are we whene’er we share that devotion anywhere.
God of love and God of power, thou hast called us for this hour.
God of love and God of power, make us worthy of this hour;
Offering lives if it’s thy will, keeping free our spirits still.
God of love and god of power, thou hast called us for this hour.
SHARING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING AND GRATITUDE MOMENT
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND DEDICATION
Gracious and Generous God, we confess that we sometimes struggle to “give to
God what belongs to God.” We don’t always know where to draw the line … until
we realize there is no line. All that we are and all that we have belongs to you!
And so we thank you, and ask your blessing on the gifts we bring today: let them
be well used by and for your people, all in your holy name. Amen.
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GOING FORTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
SOULWORK ASSIGNMENT FOR THE WEEK
“The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” No. 2241

* HYMN

Darlene Skene

The Spirit sends us forth to serve;
We go in Jesus’ name
To bring glad tidings to the poor,
God’s favor to proclaim.
We go to comfort those who mourn
And set the burdened free;
Where hope is dim, to share a dream
And help the blind to see.
Then let us go to serve in peace,
The gospel to proclaim.
God’s Spirit has empowered us;
We go in Jesus’ name.
* BLESSING
* POSTLUDE

Darlene Skene

The flowers which grace our altar this morning were given to the glory of God
by the Fallu family in memory of Robert Loiselle.
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The St. James Clothes Closet has reopened
Same time (9 am to noon) - new day. Wednesdays have been chosen to avoid extra traffic in and out of the building during
food pantry hours. No donations will be accepted at this time.

St. James Yard Sale: Saturday, October 24 - 9am to 2 pm
Although we are not be able to hold the Harvest Fair, we are having a church-wide yard sale in the front are of the parking
lot. We won’t be collecting anything until the day of the sale. Please bring items to the parking lot between 7:00 and 8:30
a.m. There will be tables for books. Sorry, but we cannot take any electronics, clothing, or bedding. We do need some help
and some pop-up tents. If you can take back any unsold items, that would be a great help. If you can help, or if you have
questions, please email Lesley Fallu at fallu@comcast.net or Brenda DuLong at bsdulong@gmail.com.

Greater Nashua Crop Hunger Walk 2020: Walking Together… Apart
This year’s Crop Hunger Walk for the Greater Nashua area will take place during the entire month of October. Walk our 3.4
mile route or any route that you choose. Walk with your family at a time and day that is convenient for you or with our
Merrimack Faith Communities team. Our team will walk in small socially distanced groups on Saturday, October 24. We’ll
meet at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 110 Concord St. in Nashua at 10:00 am. We’ll have a picnic lunch in
Greely Park after we’re done walking. Go to https://www.crophungerwalk.org/nashuanh to register with the Merrimack
Faith Communities team. Then follow the prompts to send emails to friends and family requesting donations. We have free
Crop Walk masks for our walkers.

5-Week ZOOM Book Study: Anxious For Nothing by Max Lucado
“Does the uncertainty and chaos of life keep you up at night? We all encounter anxiety, but we don’t have to let worry and
fear control our lives. Anxious for Nothing by Max Lucado will help us to: 1. Celebrate God’s goodness; 2. Ask God for help;
3. Leave our concerns with God; 4. Meditate on good things; 5. Stop letting anxiety rule the day.”
Books are available through Amazon ($11.79 new, less for used).
Five Wednesday evenings from 7-8 PM, starting October 28. Please sign up with Pastor Lynne -- ZOOM invitation will be emailed to participants prior to each session.
Come join us on a “journey to true freedom and experience more joy, clarity, physical renewal, and contentment by the
power of the Holy Spirit.”

Virtual Church Conference - Monday, November 9, 2020 at 7:00 pm
Each year every United Methodist Church hosts an annual church conference to review the work of the year, to do the business
of the church, and to share God’s unfolding vision for us – all in a worshipful setting. This year our church conference will be
held on Monday, November 9 at 7:00 pm. Like many other events of 2020, church conferences will look different for the
Granite District this year and will be held virtually. Our District Superintendent Taesung Kang will preside and all are
encouraged to attend.
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This Week’s Events at St. James– October 18, 2020
Today, Sunday 10/18

9:30 am Worship
9:30 am

Food Pantry

7:00 pm

SPRC meeting

9:00 am

Clothes Closet reopening

Tuesday, 10/20

Wednesday, 10/21
10:30 am Zoom Virtual Coffee Hour
9am – 2 pm St. James Yard Sale
Saturday, 10/24

Next Sunday, 10/25

10:00 am Merrimack Faith Communities walks the Greater Nashua
Crop Hunger Walk
9:30 am Laity Sunday Worship

6

