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Pastor’s Message
Dear Faith Family,
Here’s an idea for a hot-button item (literally): a button that says:
Whatever questions, changes, feelings, issues come up,
all we’d have to do is shrug and point to the button pinned on our jackets.

BECAUSE
OF
COVID

BECAUSE OF COVID the way we worship has changed.
BECAUSE OF COVID the way we connect with our community has changed.
BECAUSE OF COVID the way we support the ministries of the church has changed.
Every fall we set aside a few weeks to remember all that God has provided, and all that we’re called to share
with others … to remember that God is generous and that God calls us to be generous, too. We used to call
this STEWARDSHIP but it’s really about GENEROSITY.
This year, BECAUSE OF COVID the way we do this will change, too – maybe for the better. This year, our fall
focus on generosity will be postponed until SPRING.
To the many folks who have given ahead and in addition to their 2020 pledges to help us through five months
of lockdown – thank you! Your generosity made all the difference in our ability to record worship, support the
food pantry, increase the discretionary fund, and maintain everyday administrative duties. And to all the
prayer warriors, postcard writers, telephone callers, ZOOM participants, and faithful friends who gave
generously in other ways as ministers of the church – thank you! Your support continues to bless us all.
Still, BECAUSE OF COVID financial concerns and unknowns loom before us. We just don’t know what the
immediate future will bring, which means a fall focus on generosity that asks us to make decisions about next
year’s giving seems insensitive and unrealistic. We trust this will change by SPRING.
So -- members of the finance committee and the generosity team are asking that we continue to pray about
our giving through the church and to maintain our current levels of giving until then. There will be no pledge
cards to fill out now, but there will be many opportunities to be and grow in generosity as committees and
teams regroup and refocus between now and then. And here’s a BONUS: moving our focus on generosity to
the SPRING will help us to remember that our giving is a year-‘round privilege and not an annual duty. Being
generous through the church is not something we have to do – it’s something we love to do! Remember:
Generosity is not about funding the budget, it’s how we express our joyful relationship with God.
On Sunday, October 4th, Rev. David Abbott will be our guest preacher. He’s looking forward to sharing with
us some of the challenges and opportunities churches are facing BECAUSE OF COVID – and how God is leading
us into new possibilities. Members of the finance committee and generosity teams will share plans for St.
James. Yes, things are different this year but God is good, all the time. Amen? AMEN!
Blessings,
Lynne
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WORSHIP

Our church family mourns the loss of long-time member Beth Cox who
passed away on September 1, 2020. Funeral services for Beth were held
at Westlawn Cemetery in Goffstown on September 15.
Beth is survived by her loving husband Dexter, their two children Brian
Cox and Karen Hurley and her husband Scott, her granddaughter Julia,
and her sister Claire Hunter.

Scripture Readers’ Practice on Saturday, October 3
Reading scripture in church is a key part of our worship. We’ve been blessed
with many good readers over the years, and recently with several folks who
would like to read. And so, for seasoned and new scripture readers alike, there
will be a reader practice session on Saturday, October 3, at 10-11 AM. We’ll
meet in the sanctuary, share pointers, and practice reading from the pulpit. No
need to sign up – just come join us!

October is Pastor Appreciation Month.
Thank you

Pastor Lynne
for the wonderful work that you do!
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Daylight Savings Time ends November 1.
Turn your clocks back one hour.

Virtual Church Conference
Monday, November 9, 2020
7:00 pm
Each year every United Methodist Church hosts an annual
church conference to review the work of the year, to do the
business of the church, and to share God’s unfolding vision for
us – all in a worshipful setting. This year our church conference
will be held on Monday, November 9 at 7:00 pm. Like many
other events of 2020, church conferences will look different for
the Granite District this year and will be held virtually. Our
District Superintendent Taesung Kang will preside and all are
encouraged to attend.

October 2020 Diversity Discussions
Submitted by Beverly Doolan
Since we have been learning to manage all the new logistics and
protocols and various changes due to Covid-19, many of us have
not had the time or energy to focus on other important issues over
the past eight months. What about The Way Forward and the
important vote for the United Methodist church to split into one new traditionalist denomination and another
more inclusive UMC that would repeal the church’s ban on same sex marriages and LGBTQ clergy?
The forum for the planned vote is the General Conference, which was originally planned for May 2020. This
important worldwide meeting has been pushed out until August/September of 2021 in Minneapolis. There has
been some controversy over the new dates, mostly due to concerns that the timing will be challenging for
some of the younger voices and delegates to be included in the process. After some consideration, the
Commission on the General Conference resolved to keep the new dates but is also looking into ways to use
technology to ensure all delegates can participate. You can stay abreast of plans by checking out UMC
websites, particularly umnews.org and neumc.org.
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OUTREACH MISSIONS
Greater Nashua Crop Hunger Walk 2020
Walking Together… Apart
This year’s Crop Hunger Walk for the Greater Nashua area will take place during the
entire month of October. Walk our 3.4 mile route or any route that you choose.
Walk with your family at a time and day that is convenient for you or with our
Merrimack Faith Communities team.
Our team will walk in small socially distanced groups on Saturday, October 24. We’ll
meet at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 110 Concord St. in Nashua at
10:00 am. We’ll have a picnic lunch in Greely Park after we’re done walking.
To register, go to https://www.crophungerwalk.org/nashuanh. Click on register and join the Merrimack Faith
Communities team. Then follow the prompts to send emails to friends and family requesting donations. We
have free Crop Walk masks for our walkers. If you are not able to walk, we invite you to sponsor one of our
walkers.
Last year Greater Nashua was the largest walk in New England, raising $47,843! We aim to raise the same or
more this year, as hunger and poverty are worse than ever now.
Please read this message from CROP Hunger Walk Fundraising coach Adam Smedberg:
If ever there was a time to join the movement again, 2020 is it. Here's why. In May, I was reading through a
New York Times article and was stopped in my tracks by this devastating sentence: “In a matter of mere
months, the coronavirus has wiped out global gains that took two decades to achieve, leaving an estimated
two billion people at risk of abject poverty.”
You care...and your help will push back on this unacceptable, yet looming, reality. We cannot go backwards.
So this year, will you join us to walk for the people who are feeling new hunger in our neighborhoods and the
people who are spiraling into poverty around the world?
To really internalize what this all means, I encourage you to do a reflection walk through your neighborhood in
the days ahead. Think about the people living in the houses you pass - just normal families trying to make it a
day at a time. Then, take a moment to acknowledge this: one out of every four homes you see represents
someone living in abject poverty because of the setbacks of this year.
By joining the Walk, you can stop this from becoming a reality. Every step you take, every donation you receive
or gift you give means you’re releasing someone from hunger’s grasp.
Thank you for taking a moment to reflect and act,
Adam Smedberg
CROP Hunger Walk Fundraising Coach
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St. James Clothes Closet Sets Re-Opening Date
Same time (9am – noon) – New Day
On Wednesday, October 14, The St. James Clothes Closet will be
reopening. Wednesdays have been chose to avoid the extra traffic
in and out of the building during Food Pantry hours. We will keep
our volunteers and customers safe with the following precautions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Everyone must wear a mask.
A waiting area will be marked off – 6 feet apart in the hallway.
Only two (2) volunteers and two (2) customers will be in the Clothes Closet at a time.
Hand sanitizer will be available.
Everyone will have their temperature taken before they enter.
Cleaning of hard surfaces will be done regularly.
NO DONATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED AT THIS TIME. We will begin taking clothing donations (6 items at a
time) in November. They will be marked and kept for 72 hours before they are put into the Clothes
Closet.
The Clothes Closet staff thanks you for your patience.

Shaw’s Give Back Where It Counts
For the month of October, St. James
United Methodist Church Food Pantry will
receive a $1 donation from each purchase
of the $2.50 reusable GIVE BACK WHERE
IT COUNTS Bag at the Shaw's store located
at Shaw's 7 Continental Blvd., Merrimack
NH.
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FELLOWSHIP
Calling All Men!
The St. James United Methodist Men (UMM) would love to have you
join them for breakfast on the first Saturday of every month. Please
wear a mask when entering the diner.
Date: Saturday, October 3
Time: 8:00 am
Place: Joey’s Diner,
1 Craftsman Lane, Amherst

Pie Fundraiser
Great news! Our resident chef, Lynn Kenson, has been baking chicken pies
and apple pies once again. The chicken pies have sold out. If you would like
one of the few apple pies that are left, call the church office, 424-7459 or
email stjamesmrmk@gmail.com. You will be notified when they can be
picked up at the church. You can pay for your pies when you pick them up.
All pies must be ordered prior to October 17.
So far, this fundraiser has raised over $900. Thank you, Lynn!

Reopening Our Building to Community Groups
Before the COVID-19 pandemic, our building was abuzz with activity all week long. We had many regular users
such as the Merrimack Garden Club, senior fitness class, classical Indian dance and others. As groups are
starting to resume their activities, our Board of Trustees has been working on safety guidelines so that we can
make our building available to the community once again. They set a target date of October 14.
In-house church committees and teams have already begun meeting in-person in September while wearing
masks, maintaining social distancing, and sanitizing surfaces.
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Campus Ministries
Campus Ministries is a program of yearlong remembrance packages for young adults that are broadening their
horizons whether it be with higher education from home or away from home at traditional college or technical
school. This is also for those who have entered the military instead of college.
So sign up your young adult for the 2020 / 2021 School Year by filling out the form below and return it the St.
James United Methodist Church Office – Attention Brenda DuLong or email Brenda at bsdulong@gmail.com

Student name___________________________________________________________
School name____________________________________________________________
Mailing address: ____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Home address: ______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Email address: ______________________________________________________________
Expected graduation date: __________________ Birthday date: _____________________
Food allergies:_______________________________________________________________
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FREE Sandbox, Sand and Sand Toys
Got kids or grandkids? Some of the best toys are the simplest. If you’re
looking for a sandbox that will provide hours of imaginative play for
your little ones, we can help. Last June we were given a 50”x50”
wooden sandbox, including sand and toys, for our granddaughter.
Since she and her parents are now living in Maine, we’d like to pass this
gift along to another family. Please call the parsonage at 603-424-2758
or e-mail revlynne1@gmail.com if you or someone you know is
interested.

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

Upcoming Events at Merrimack Parks and Recreation

Register at
merrimackparksandrec.org.

Fall Science Fun Join Miss Jen at Wasserman Park to do fun science
experiments with leaves, pumpkins and more!
Ages 3-10
Friday, October 2 1:00PM - 1:45PM
Cost $10 per person
Pumpkin Decorating Have fun outdoors celebrating the season decorating
Pumpkins with Miss Jen.
Ages 3-10
Friday, October 23 11:00AM - 12:00PM
Tuesday, October 27 4:00PM - 5:00PM
Cost $15 per person per session. Pumpkin included in cost.
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Rolling Ridge
Retreat and Conference Center
660 Great Pond Road
North Andover, MA 01845
Phone: (978) 682-8815
www.rollingridge.org

Join us on Saturday, October 3, 2020 for "Hope United", the theme of our first annual Rolling Ridge
Music Festival. Rolling Ridge is going to roll out "HOPE UNITED", a music festival from noon to 2pm to
celebrate moving forward in a social and economic climate that desperately needs us to unite and bring
positive light to what has been a dark time. We invite you to bring a picnic lunch, socially distant on the
lawn of Rolling Ridge, and enjoy a free music festival uniting musicians near and far, bringing hope to our
hearts, as we celebrate the fact that Rolling Ridge is OPEN and relying on community, prayer, and HOPE
to sustain through COVID with generous financial pledges to get us through these trying times.
Enjoy the talent and ministry of local musicians (Janet Feld, Jeff Kress, Danny Smith, Steve GarnaasHolmes, Tiffany Wilson, amongst others) LIVE and streaming for this online/live event that will support
Rolling Ridge, and help us to raise money for the ongoing ministry and mission of the Ridge.

2020 Brighter Future @HOME Dinner Auction
Saturday, November 7 6:30 pm
Live streamed on Facebook and Youtube
A live-streamed dinner auction will support the programs of the Nashua Soup Kitchen & Shelter. Monies
raised from our Fund-A-Need during the live auction event will support our “Nashua Meals for Kids”
program. An online auction will open two weeks prior to the LIVE event. Make your own party with dinner
delivered to your door for you and your guests to enjoy while you watch our gala streaming live and place
your bids. Register at www.nsks.org/dinner-auction. To sign in, sponsor, or view items, visit
https://one.bipedal.net/nsksgala2020.
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SMALL BLESSINGS
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2020

RC – Flying Eagle Remote Club
FIN – Finance Committee
CH Council – Church Council
UMM – United Methodist Men
ECOH – Eagle Court of Honor (Scouts)

2020

GS – Girl Scouts
BS – Boy Scouts
CS – Cub Scouts

GG – Good Grief
FIT – Get Fit & Strong Fitness Class
YG – Youth Group
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FH – Fellowship Hall
CR – Conference Room
S – Sanctuary
P - Parlor
UC – Undercroft
CL - Classrooms
W – Wesley Room

